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XX1Xth Meeting of the
Advisory Council on
AIDS(ACA)
230pm16July 1999

XXXIllrd Meetingof the
Committee on
Education and Publicity
on AIDS(CEPAIDS)
6:00pm8July 1999

XVIIth Meeting of AIDS
Services Development
Committee (ASDC)

to be announced

XVIth Scientific
Committee on AIDS
(SCA)

9:30am 25unel1999

Following the deliberation of the ASDC at its last
meeting onthe NIMBY issue concerning the Kowloon
Bay Health Centre, aCommuity Liaison Group was
formed to better involve the community in enabling the
new centre to provide quality services. Convened by
Rev. Chu Yiu Ming, the Group comprises academic,
Provisional District Board member, social worker,
lawyer, health care professionals as well as other
community leaders. Secretariat support is provided by
the Department of Health.

The Group is very enthusiastic and thus far two
meetings have been held, with the formation of
subcommittees to carry out specific tasks. A variety of
activities were planned to widely introduce the
services of the Health Centre to the community,
including publicity events, roving exhibitions,
arrangements of visits/tours, and production of
educational material. The efforts of the Group will be
well-paid if health care services can be
smoothly delivered through the new @
Centreto the patientsin need, including
thoseliving with HIV/AIDS.

Presentation of HIV situation at the ACAN meetings

The paper "HIV situationin
narcotic drug abusers in Hong
Kong" was presented at the
meetings of Treatment &
Rehabilitation Sub-committee
of Action Committee Against
Narcotics (ACAN ) and ACAN
on 16 April and 29 April
respectively, upon the
invitation of Prof. SH Lee,
Chairman of the ACAN.

AIDS Hotline

Members of the
Committees were interested
in learning that the HIV
prevalence has been relatively
low in local drug users, but a
suggestion of recent rise is  the drug treatment and
witnessed. Some members  rehabilitation workers is essential
commented that the collected for an effective AIDS prevention
dataindicated that harm and care programme for the drug
reduction measures, such as  users, a group most vulnerable to
the methadone treatment be infected by HIV. <]

2780 2211

programme, have been useful in
containing the spread of HIV in
the drug-taking population,
besides drug treatment itself. It is
sure that active participation by

Messages, Counselling

HIV Testing
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News/ActivitMs:)

New Post er s on dr ug abuse and H V/ Al DS

Two new posterstargeting drug userson HIV prevention
were recently produced through the Red Ribbon Centre
upon the advice of the Task Force on Drug Abuse and
AIDS. These have been posted up at the methadone clinig
and also sent to other centres. One poster highlightsthe
closerelationship between Al DSand needle-sharing while
the other stresses the important role of methadone and the
hazard of injecting drugs.

The new posters are expected to remind the drug
users the need to prevent HIV/AIDS, through provision of
refreshingimage. Raising awarenessof AIDSthrough
different educational materials shall be part of the overall
effortsin strengthening prevention work among drug userg
M orein-depthindividual counsellingwould, however, be
beneficial inassessing therisk behaviours, advising
behavioural modification, and offering voluntary HIV

AIDSPrevention
Workshopsfor
Trainers

sThe Hong Kong Council
of Socia Serviceswill be
organisingtwotraining
workshopsin May for
social workersand other
workerswhowill
Potentialy beinvolvedin
helpingtheir clientsto
prevent AIDS. Thefirst

[ activity titled " Empowering
our clientsto reduce HIV/
AIDSrisks' will feature
exhibitionbooths,

testing. £

seminarsand concurrent

findingsand discussionson
ajoint survey undertaken
by the two partiesin 1996
onthepracticesin
preventing blood-borne
diseasesduring organ/tissue
TheSixth Year\ transplantationinHong
Kong. The move at that
timewasagood initiativeto
document and assess the
situation, aswell as
collaborationwithrelevant
organisationin pursuing
mattersrelatingto HIV/
AIDS prevention and care.
Any member whois
interested to receive a copy
of the article can contact the
SCA Secretariat. &

ACA Newsfile

Joint Publication
The Scientific Committee on
AIDS and the Hong Kong
Society of Transplantation
havelately published an
origina articleintheHong
KongMedical Journal, a
popular local journal of the

workshops. The second
workshop will focuson
safer sex and the sex
culturein Hong Kong.
These workshops
obviously intend to equip
theworkerswiththe
necessary knowledgeand
skillsonHIV/AIDS.
Involvement of the
community,includingthe
mainstreamnon-
governmental
organisationsisone of the
preventionstrategy laid
down by the Council for
theAlDSstrategiesinthe
comingthreeyears. &

Hong Kong Academy of
MedicineandtheHong D r SeX

KongM edical Association. 2 7 2121
The article summarisesthe

Hotline
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News/SurveiIIanc

New Cosponsor for UNAIDS

On 8 April, the Joint United
Programme on AIDS
(UNAIDS) announced that
United Nations International
Drug Control Programme
(UNDCP) becomes the
seventh UN organisation to
join UNAIDS, adding to its
existing cosponsors of
UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA,
UNESCO, WHO and the
World Bank. UNDCP

addresses all aspects of drug
problem, and has been active in
supporting HIV prevention
programmes and including such
component in its own
programmes. Such partnership
on policy and programme sides
on targetting HIV/AIDS
prevention and care in relation
to drug use shall shed light on
the Hong Kong's endeavour
towards similar goals. #

ACA and DH AIDS Unit
http:www.info.gov.hk/aids

Cumulative HIV/AIDS Statistics in Hong Kong
updated 31 March 1999

Total (AIDS)

Gender male 1003 (347)
femae 189 (43

Ethnicity Chinese 822 (296)
non-Chinese 370 (94)

Transmission heterosexual 664 (234)
homosexua 253 (86)

bisexual 64 (24)
injectingdruguse 17 (5)

blood/bl products 67  (16)

perinatal 7 4)

undetermined 120 (21)

TOTAL 1192 (390)

&Department of Health, Hong Kong

Quarterly Statistics

On 7 May, the Department
of Health released the
reported HIV/AIDSfigures
in thefirst quarter of 1999.
Forty-six new infections
werereported, bringing the
cumulativetotal closeto
1200. The male-to-female
ratio has further narrowed
down to 2.3:1 for the new

ases.
HIV/AIDS
surveillanceinHong Kongis
undertaken by the AIDS
Unit of the Department of
Health. It comprises a
voluntary reporting system,
seroprevalence surveysin
sel ected community groups
and unlinked anonymous
screening. Contributionfrom
medical practitionersand
laboratoriesto thereporting
system is essential for
understandingthepattern
and trend of the epidemicin
Hong Kong. The
surveillanceprogrammeis
supervised by the Scientific
Committee of the Advisory
Council on AIDS. Together
withthesexually transmitted
diseases data from the
government service, the
HIV/AIDSinformationis
publishedinaquarterly
report - Hong Kong STD/
IAIDS Update - jointly run
by the AIDS Unit and Social

)

Hygiene Service of the
Department of Health.&
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Commercial

in M ainland

On 9 April, some 33 local
workerson AIDSand related
fields attended a seminar on
"Prostitution problem and
situationin China" delivered
by Prof. Shan Guangnai.
Prof. Shanisasenior fellow
of the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciencesand hasvast
experience on studying the
socia aspects of
commercia sex industry and
youthinChina

Commercial sex
workers and their clientsis
oneof thesix vulnerable and
thus priority community
groupsfor AIDS prevention,
asstated inthe AIDS
Strategies for Hong Kong
1999-2001. Prostitution in
Chinaisalso linked to
travellers going to and
coming from Mainland
China, another vulnerable
group.

In the seminar, Prof.
Shangaveanoverview of the
current situation of
commercial sex and its
cultural characteristics in
China. He pointed out that
the population size of
commercia sex workers
(CSW) hasbeen growing
substantially since the
1970s. He estimated that

ACA

Sex
China

Chinahasatota of 2.5 million
CSWsat present. They are
mostly concentrated in the
south-east costal cities but
with recent extension towards
the east, the north and inland.
In big cities, there are often
defined areaswherethe CSWs
aggregate to do their business,
e.g. nearby hotels, movie
theatresand parks.

Many studieshave
identified that the CSWs are
typicaly of low education
level (junior secondary or
below), aged 18-29 years old,
and with littleliving-earning
capabilities. Also, alot of them
are migrant workers from
other provinces of Chinaand
this further increases their
vulnerability of going into the
commercia sex industry.
Neverthel ess, the phenomenon
of women being forced into
prostitution israre. The CSWs
strive for earning more money
and thusabetter living standard
through selling sex that they
can provide. The factor of
severe poverty in some parts of
northernandwestern China
underminetheimmenseflow
of people to the south to seek
jobs and as aresult, some of
them enter into prostitution.

Prof. Shan found that
sex acts during commercial

Industry

sex activities became more
diversified in recent years, eg.
oral sex, anal sex. Some CSWs
in Chinaactually acquire
knowledge and skills on these
acts from non-loca clients,
e.g. those from Hong Kong.
Thelow level of awarenesson
STD/HIV, inparticular for the
migrant workers, coupled with
thelow condom usage rate,
makes the CSWsvulnerable of
contracting and al so spreading
STD/HIV.Condomisnot
commonly used dueto low
bargaining power of CSW and
their fear of being caught by
the police as an evidence of
prostitution. He concluded
that in dealing with
commercial sex activities, the
preventionof STD/HIV to
protect public interest should
come first.

Prof. Shan has cometo
Hong Kong under theLions
Red Ribbon Fellowship
scheme, which was established
by the Red Ribbon Centre and
sponsored by the Lions Clubs
International - District 303 -
HongKongandMacau. The
scheme aimsto enable
Mainland professionals to
conduct researchon HIV/
AIDS pertinent to its control
inHongKong.
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