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.Calendar.

XXVIIth Meeting of
the Advisory Council
on AIDS (ACA)
Dateto beconfirmed

XXXIst Meeting of the
Committee on
Education and Publicity
on AIDS (CEPAIDS)
6pm 12 November 1998

XVIth Meeting of
AIDS Services
Development
Committee (ASDC)
dateto beconfirmed

XVth Scientific
Committee on AIDS
(SCA) 9:30am 30 October
1998

To Move Ahead

ON 11 september 1998, the Advisory Council on
AlIDS offidialy accepted theexternal consultancy
report, animportant document generated after months
work onreviewingthelocal AIDSsituationand
programmes. Building ontherecommendations put
forward, AIDS strategy for 1999 to 2001 was
presented and endorsed. Thiswould becomethe
blueprint for thework inHong Kong inthe coming
years. Ten spedifictargets have been set and are

printed on page4. &

Jonathan Mann

Dr Jonathan Mann and hiswife Mary-L ouwere
passengersonthe Swissair flight that crashed of f the
coast of Nova Scatiaon 2 September. We are
saddened to know of thetragedy.

Dr Mann had had doserd ationshipwithall of us
working on AIDS hereinHong Kong. Hecameto
Hong Kongwith hisson Aaronfor abrief visitin
November 1993. Wecould still remember histhoughtful
presentation at the Heal th Services Pand of the
LegidativeCoundl. Hisappeal for HIV preventionand
care, and therespect for human rights, had touched the
hearts of many, hereand globally. Dr Mann becamean
honorary advi ser of our Community Charter on AIDSin
1994. He had since been supporting our loca
programmesthroughuseful adviceand discussions.

Inthemonths beforethe acci dent, Dr Mann had
been advising on there-launching of the Charter, which
he had kindly agreed to bean adviser. Hisdeathisa
great losstousand theglobal AIDS efforts. &

Publications

BOTH the External

Consultancy Reportand

the Strategy for 1999 to
2001 would be

translated into
Chinese, and published
as monographs for the
reference of whoever
will be interested in the
subject. &
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INJECTION drugusehas  Hong Kong but also across

beenidentified asoneof the theborderintheMainland. ——

priority areasto betargeted Dr Newman had a *

inHongKong'sAIDS busy scheduleinmid- s

programme, as September. Hetravelled to

recommendedby external  Beijingwherehepresented

consultantsof thereview.  atanatioanl harmreduction HongKong

As Lions Visiting conferenceand held Government'sharm

Scholar 1998, Dr Robert  mestingswithnationdand ~ "eductionand HIV

Newman hasbeenableto  international partnerson programmeofficials. At

conveytheclear messeges  HIV/druguseprogrammes,  theinvitationofthe

of HIV preventionand On23 September,  Advisory Coundil, hehad

harmreductaionnotonlyin ~ Dr Newmanmetwiththe ~ informal discussionat Red
RibbonCentrewith

. membersand NGOs. On

B Il ef N OteS 24 September he spoke

at aseminar hosted by

- Condoms have been fregly availableat Hong
Kong's Methadoneclinics since 1994. Currently,
about 5000 are distributed each month.

- Posterson HIV prevention are posted in all
methadone clinics. Messages on HIV prevention
arescreened on TV in theclinics.

- Special education kits on harmreduction and
safer sex are distributed to methadone clients.

- Syringe clean-up campaignsareregularly
conducted by the Task Force on Drug and AIDS of
CEPAIDS.

- Peer education is organised by Pui Hong Self
Help Association with the support of the Task
Force.

- Ongoing behavioural monitoring and surveillance
activitiesare organised.

Coundil of Social Service
andLions. Theseminar
waswel | atended by
drugrehabilitation
workers, AIDSworkers,
and researchers.
Inhisshort stayin
Hong Kong, Dr Newman
repeatedly stressed the
importanceof methadone
treatment for drug users,
and advocated an
integrationof HIV
preventionandharm
reduction efforts. &
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AIDS Hotline | pecognition Scheme

2780 22 1 1 An Outstanding Al DS Workers Recognition Scheme
isestablished by CEPAIDS, Hong K ong Council of Socid
Serviceand Red Ribbon Centre. The objectivesareto
arouse public awareness and acknowl edge efforts of
peoplewho have contributed to HIV prevention and care
inHongKong.

Candidates must beHong K ong residents and have
participated in any form(s) of AIDS work - treatment,
care, publicity, education, research, prevention, voluntary
waork, counsdling....Nominationformsareavailablefrom
Red Ribbon Centre(td: 23046268). Deadlinefor
nomination: 16 October 1998. &

N

CumulativeHIV/AIDS Statisticsin Hong Kong

updated 30 June 1998
total  (AIDS) ] .
famde 154 (35) TheCouncil of Socid
Servicehasjust
Ethnicity Chinese 732 (261) distributedits

non-Chinese 334 (88) Cooperative
Guidelinesfor Related

Transmission heterosexud 579 (200) ||| Professionalson
homosexual 239 (82) providing Home Help
bisexud 58 (24) Service to People with

Injectingdruguse 17 (5) HIV/AIDS Thebilingua
blood/bl products 67  (16) guidelinesisprepared
perinata 6 (2 by theWorking Group

undetermined 100 (20) ||| on Co-operative
Guiddinesfor Home

TOTAL 1066 (349) Hep S_erviceo_f the
Coundil of Socid
Department of Health, Hong Kong ServicésCommitteeon

& _J AIDS. &




ACA

EARLYTARGETS
Target One: A community
planningprocesswill be
initiatedtostrengthenthe
coordinated response of
Hong KongtowardsHIV
prevention and care, with
theactiveroleassumed by
thecommunityinits
planning.ltsmechanism
shouldbedevd opedin
consultationwith
communityorganisations
andpeoplelivingwith
HIV/AIDS.

Target Two: TheCoundil
forthe AIDSTrust Fund
will beadvisedtoreview
itstechnical review
processand eval uation
mechanisms, takinginto
considerationthe
recommendationsmadein
theexterna consultancy
report.

Target Three A planwill
beproposedto strengthen
therole of the Advisory
Coundil onAIDS, and to
streamlineitsoperationto
carry forward the
strategiesdeve oped for
1999-2001, guided by the
principlesandobjectives
soestablished.

THROUGH PERIOD
TAREGTS

Target Four: The
communityplanning
processwill bein
operation, throughwhich
effectiveinterventionand

capacity-buildingactivities

AT the Advisory Council on AIDS meeting on 11
September, the strategy for 1999 to 2001 was
discussed and endorsed. This constitutes the
Council's followup to the internal assessment
and external consultancy reports.

will berecommended for
implementation.

Target Five The
communityplanning
processwill besupported,
and themechanismsof its
operation evaluatedfor
consolidationand
refinement toimproveits
futuredeve opment.
Target Six: Prevention
strategiesonvulnerable
populationswill be
developed. Themain
objectivesareto stimulate
interestinand bridgingwith
thecommunity, andto
catal ysedeve opment of
interventionefforts.
Strategy devel opmentisa
dynamicprocessrequiring
communityinput,ongoing
evd uationandrefi nement.
Target Seven: TheHIV
surveillancesystemshall be
strengthenedinthe
collection, andysisand
disseminationof
epidemiologica
information. Thesystem
shall beexpandedto
incorporateSTD
surveillanceand
behavioural monitoring.
TargetEight: Clinical HIV

management shall become
developed asaspecialist
careprogrammewithan
integrationof medical,
laboratory and support
services. Thesystemshould
besupported by the
enhanced participation of
medical practitionersof all
disciplinestowards
improveddiagnosisand
shared care.

END OF PERIOD
TARGETS

Target Nine Theprogress
ontheimplementation of
theAlDS strategies over
thethree-year period
(1999-2001) will be
reviewed, whichwould
provideinputfor planning
thestrategiesfor thenext
threetofiveyears

Target Ten: The
epidemiological andrd ated
behavioura situationon
HIV/AIDSshouldbe
assessad to form the
scientificbasi sfor steering
thedeve opment of medium
andlongterm strategieson
HIV/AIDSpreventionand
caeinHongKong. &




