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ACA NEWSFILE
.Calendar. |Strategy "=

XXVIth Meeting of th Serles
Advis:)ry Ce(itjlnngl Oont ® || THE Committeson Education
AIDS (ACA) and PublicityonAIDS
2:30pm 11 September 1998 || (CEPAIDS) hasstarted anew

Strategy Serieson priority areas
XXXIst Meeting of the || INHIV prevention. Thestrategies
Committee on are developed during CEPAIDS

Education and Publicity || meetings- so far two (oneon menwho have sex with
on AIDS (CEPAIDS) men, MSM and the other on mobile population) have
6pm 12 November 1998 been started and are now in progress. The strategy
paperswould document current knowledgeand

XVIth Meeting of recommend directionsintheloca setting, withasocieta

AIDS Services persepctive and practical approach.

Development Thenew seriesis developed to stimulateinterest in

Committee (ASDC) the community, catalysetargeted preventionefforts, and

dateto beconfirmed provideaforumfor refining future strategies. Theseries
S would become onefirgt step towardsbuilding abridge

XVth Scientific between the Committee and the community. The

Committee on AIDS

ill be adynami
(SCA) dateto beconfirmed strategy development processwill beadynamic one

requiring input fromthecommunity, reviewingand
updating #
-

Seminar on Methadone Meetingpostponed

A Seminar titled 'Methadone Treatment and Harm THE 26th meeting of
Reduction in Narcotics Abuse - current situation and the Advisory Council
future perspectives will be held at the Hong Kong on AIDS is now

Century Hotdl on 24 September. The speakers are Dr scheduled for 11
Raobert Newman (see page 2), Dr Mak Ying Wai, Mr September 1998. The
Lee Yang Tseng, Dr James Chien and Mr Peter El Lee.
Harm reduction is an important component in the . .
strategy for preventing HIV infection. The Serminar isa Secreta_rlat apolpglse
timely one following our review on Hong Kong's AIDS for any incovenience
programme. [enquiries: Miss Mary Yip, Hong Kong ~ caused by the

Council of Social Service 28642964] & changes. &
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Study Tour

A group of ten Mainland
expertsfromvarious
minigtriesvistedHong
Kong between 19 and 21
August. Thegroup wason
astudy tour to take
referencefromHong
Kong'sprogranmeon

AIDS, with anemphaisson harmreduction.

Thegroup visited the Red Ribbon Centre,
MethadoneClinic, drug rehabilitation services, Pui
Hong Self-help Association, and the Government's
Narcotic Division. A dinner was hosted by Dr Conrad
Lamon 19 August 1998. &

Harm Reduction

in Hong Kong

DR Robert Newman, MD, MPH will be visiting
Hong Kong on 23 and 24 Septemnber. He will be
in Hong Kong asthe Lions Visiting Scholar 1998,
to provide consultation at aworkshop on HIV and
harm reduction in Beijing and also to meet with
people working on harm reduction in Hong Kong.
Dr Newman is no stranger to Hong Kong. He

IN THE MEDIA

DR Conrad Lam, ACA Chairman, met with
representatives of Hong Kong Coalition of AIDS Service
Organisations (HKCASO) to understand their concern
about the upcoming AIDS Conference organised by
HOPE Worldwide. The Coalition was boycotting the
Conference because of the controversy surrounding the
International Church of Christ, which supported the event,
and the insufficiency of consultation with the local
community. ACA is alocal partner of the Conference. [16

August 1998]

OVER 450,000 calls were received by the computerised
Dr Sex Hotline which provides recorded messages on
different aspects of sex. The Hatlineis jointly maintained
by the Department of Health and Hong Kong Sex
Education Association. [15 August 1998]

DR David Ho featured as one of the five Outstanding

Chinesein a new
documentary series
produced by RTHK. [30
August 1998]

helped design Hong
Kong's addiction
treatment programmein
1975, and has been a
pioneer in methadone
maintenance. InMarch
1994 (see ACA Newsfile
April 1994) he visited
Hong Kong againto
advise on harm reduction
srategy.

Dr Newman is
currently the CEO of
ContinuumHealth
Partners, Inc, which
controls Beth Israel
Medical centre, St
Luke's-Roosevelt
Hospita Centre and Long
Isand College Hospital.
Heis a Professor of
Epidemiology and Social
Medicine, and of
Psychiatry. (Dr David Ho
wasthe Lions Visiting
Scholar 1997) &

ACA and DH AIDS Unit
http://www.info.gov.hk/aids
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CumulativeHIV/AIDS Statisticsin Hong K ong
updated 30 June 1998
total (AIDS)

Gender mae 912 (314)

femde 154 (35)

Ethnicity Chinese 732 (261)

non-Chinese 334 (88)

Transmisson  heterosexud 579 (200)

homosexua 239 (82

bisexual 58 (24)

Injectingdruguse 17 (5)

blood/blproducts 67 (16)

perinatal 6 (2

undetermined 100 (20)

TOTAL 1066 (349)
Department of Health, Hong Kong
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TWENTY -SIX participantsjoined in aforumtitled
"Ethical Consderationsof HIV/AIDSRessarchand
I nterventionwith Special Population” at theRed Ribbon
Centreon 20 August. Organised by the AIDS Advocacy
Alliance, theforumstimulated active discussononthe
’ subject. Inamessage posted after theforum, the AIDS
Advocacy Alliance urged the Government to show their
confidenceinthe community planning process
recommended inthe external consultancy report (see page
four of thisnewdetter). Theforumalso suggested further
meetings, drawing up of ethical guidelines, opening up of
avenuesof communication, and building ethical
congderationinto the community planning process. &
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WORLD
AIDS
DAY
1998

Thenext World AIDS
Day will bethe
eleventhonesincethe
firss World AIDSDay
wasproclaimedin
1988. Pleaselet us
know what you or
your agency would be
doing onand around
thecoming World
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Planning -
how to go
about

THE following is a letter
from the Secretariat to
Miss OC Lin of Hong
Kong Coalition of AIDS
Service Organisations
(HKCASO), dated 1
August, on the proposed
community planning
process to be
implemented soon:

| refer to our phone
conversationyesterday.
The Chairman has asked
meto convey to you his
heartfelt gppreciationfor
theencouraging response
of HKCASO given inyour
letter of 25 July asregards
our review. Asyou may
have dready known, the
Advisory Council on
AlIDSisexamining the
external consultancy report
with aview of exploring
meansof carryingits
recommendationsforward.
Inthisconnection,
communityplanningis
prioritised asone
important areainmoving
Hong Kong's programme
forward.

TheCouncil reglises

theimportance of wide
consultationinthe
development of thisnew
initiative. Theinput of the
community at thisstage
would naturally be
essentid. Inview of the
broad representation of
HKCASO, the Council
wishestoinvitethe
Codlitionto proposeaplan
onthe setting up of the
communityplanning
processinHong Kong.
Thisshould be designed
usingtheframework
providedintheexternal
consultancy report (pages
31to0 36), withthe
objectiveof "drawing up
gpecific activitiesinkey
areasand identifying
capacity building needs'.
Weare sure that with your
support, and throughyour
consultationwithall
community sectors,
including AIDS-NGOs,
mainstream NGOs, PWA
and academics, an effective
communityplanning
process can be established.
Thoughour externa
consultantshad kindly
proposed amodel (inthe
report) to work on, wefeel
it necessary to frameit
appropriately to address

local needs. Inthis context,
we are hoping that
HKCASO can make
gpecific proposal on:

1. howtoformthe
communityplanning
committeeor group, and
what itstermsof
reference should be;

2.itscomposition,
with refinement as
necessary, and their
judtifications;

3.thetimeframe
for thecommittee/
group'soperation;

4. the mechanisms
which thecommittee/
group could utilisein
drawing up the setsof
specific activities, and

5. prioritisingthe
areaslisted on page 35.

Wehopethat a
proposal can be available
before 28 August, which
would then be examined
by the Advisory Council
onAlDSat itsnext
meeting in September.

Thechairman, other
Council membersandthe
Secretatriat shall be
grateful to discusswithyou
further shouldtherebe
queries.

Thankingyouin
anticipation. &




