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.Calendar.

XXVIth Meeting of the
Advisory Council on
AIDS (ACA)

2:30pm 10 July1998

XXIXth Meeting of the
Committee on
Education and Publicity
on AIDS (CEPAIDS)
6pm 13 August 1998

XVIth Meeting of
AIDS Services
Development
Committee (ASDC)
dateto beconfirmed

XVth Scientific
Committee on AIDS
(SCA) dateto be confirmed

THE 12thWorld AIDS Conference will
be held from 28 Juneto July 3in Geneva,
Switzerland. Carrying thetheme of
"Bridgingthegap", the Conferenceintends

Moving Ahead Together

AFTER two months hard work, the second phase of
the AIDS stuation and programmereview iscoming to
anend. Theexternal consultancy report isbeing
distributed to Council members, aswell as members of
committees/task forces, and NGOs. Thereport has
been prepared by four external consultants: Dr Tim
Brown, Dr Clement Chan-Kam, Mr Nicholas Prescott
and Professor John Bartlett.

The consultancy report istitled "Moving Ahead
Together - expanding Hong Kong'sResponseto AIDS".
Thetitlehighlightsthreeimportant conceptsinthefuture
development of Hong Kong's AIDS programme, that
we must move (rather than becoming satic), we must
work together (Government, community, academics),
and we must expand our responses. Some key
recommendations are on page4.

The Advisory Council on AIDS ismeseting on 10
July to examinethereport. Y our opinions are welcomed,
which could reachthe Secretariat (inwriting), or you
may warnt to covey your ideasto any ACA members. &

be presented by local workers.
Exhibition boothswould be set up, and
there will be asatellite meeting hosted by
Hong Kong AIDS Foundation.

tofocusinternational attention onthe need Dr Conrad Lam and Dr Homer

to bridge the gapsin the development of Tsowould be ‘,‘
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Government. About twenty paperswould
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sections:

response

External Consultancy Report

THE final consultancy report on Al DS programme
and situation review is made up of the following

1. Introduction - adapting to a changing world

2. Lessons from the global pandemic

3. Hong Kong's evolving epidemic

4. Hong Kong's response to date

5. Recommendations for strengthening Hong Kong's

6. A proposal for moving forward together

New Course

AN Intermediate Course
onHIV/AIDSfor Nurses
has been started by AIDS
Unitincollaborationwith
School of Professonal and
ContinuingEducation
(SPACE), Universty of
Hong Kong. Runfrommid-
Juneto end August, the

4 f il
[see page 4 for details] Coursefeaturesweekly

BYOL

There will be no BYOL seminars in July.

sessions presented by local
experts, plusworkshopson
counsdlling, and acase

conference. &

Calling for Satellite Meetings

THE Advisory Council on AIDS hasjoined asan officia
partner of HOPE Worldwide's Hedth Corps
Conferenec entitled "Preventionof AIDSinAsa’.
HOPE Worldwide has appeded to local AIDSworkers
and NGOsfor suggestionsof hosting Satellite meetings

Hotline re-
launching

A round of exhibitionwas
staged on 6 and 7 Juneto
publicisethe AIDS
Hotline (27802211),
which hasrecently been
brought updated. Callers
may chooseto listento
pre-recorded messages,
talk withcounsdllors, or
request anHIV test. The
exhibition was set up at the
New Town Plaza. &

AIDS Hotline
2780 2211

inmid-November. The
Conferenceisscheduled
for 13to 19 November. &

Mainland Visitors

SOME twelve mainland expertsvisited the Red Ribbon
Centre, Department of Hedlth'sHIV clinicand Social
Hygiene Service on 4 June. They were participants of a
WHO meeting on Communicable Diseases held from 2-
4 June 1998. On 17 June, Professor KANG Lai-yee
vigted the Centreto exchangeviewsonHIV surveillance
and management.

Professor KANG isthe Director of Nationa
Prevention and Control of AIDS Shanghai Training
Centre. Heisaso the Director of Shangha Municipal
AIDS Surveillance Centre. &




ACA NEWSFILE

ACA and DH AIDS Unit
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Clinical Guidelines
THE Scientific Committee on AIDS had met on 8 June.
Among other issues, Membersexamined the Committee's
processof formulating guiddlinesontheclinica and
scientific agpectsof HIV/AIDS. Membersagreed that
there should be clear definition of thetarget audienceand
objectives. Whereasprinciplesmight be laid down, their
scientific bassshould be spelt out clearly.
Recommendations on action would be given as necessary.
The Committeeresolved to

prepareanew format for

http://www.info.gov.hk/aids
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CumulativeHIV/AIDS Statisticsin Hong K ong
updated 31 March 1998
total (AIDS)
Gender mde 866 (290)
femde 139 (32
Ethnicity Chinese 693 (239)

non-Chinese 312 (83)

Transmisson  heterosexud 536 (180)
homosexua 234 (79)
bisexual 58 (24)
Injectingdruguse 16 (5)
blood/blproducts 67  (15)
perinatal 4 (2
undetermined 0 (17)

TOTAL 1005 (322)

Department of Health, Hong Kong

D=-@-C-0--0—~

guidelinesformulation. &
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New API

THE Task Forceon
mediaand Publicity of the
CommitteeonEducation
and Publicityon AIDS
(CEPAIDS)isplanning
to screen anew API
(announcement of public
interest) towardstheend
of theyear. The Task
Forcehasconsulted
CEPAIDSmembers,
reviewedprevious
drategiesand survey
findings. Thedecison
wasto focus on safer sex
asameansto prevent
HIV infection. The Task
Forceisnow working on
thecontents. &
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Moving Ahead Together -

expanding Hong Kong's response

to AIDS The external review team for the Advisory
Council on AIDS review of Hong Kong's AIDS

situation and programmes

THE external consultants Key Recommendations:
consideredit necessaryto | - shift from publicity and education to prevention
work together to expand - focuson six priority areas - travellers, commercia

theresponseto AIDSIn
HongKong. Threemain
areas have been focussed:
(2) proposd to implement
acommunity planning
process, (2) setting
programmedirections
throughthe AIDS Trust
Fund, and (3) refinethe
roleof the Advisory
Council onAIDS.

A community
planning processis
proposedto involve
NGOs (AIDS-NGOs and
mainstreamNGOs),
peoplelivingwithHIV/
AIDS, vulnerable
communitites
epidemiologists,
behaviourd scientistsand
other HIV/AIDS
expertise. Thesetting up of
acommitteeisproposed
to draw up specific
activitiesinkey areasand
identify capacity building
needs. The
recommendationsshould
then beforwarded to the

s=x workers and clients, men who have

clinicattendees

AlDStreatment

AIDS

sex with men, youth, injecting drug users, STD
- maintainthe Government'scommitment to HIV/

- expand clinical and laboratory capacity to provide
appropriateHIV care
- assess service needs of peopleliving with HIV/

- focuson good infection control practicewith
emphasisonuniversal precaution

- integrate HIV servicesinto mainstreamservices

- srengthensurvellance, including behavioural

building projects, and

survelllance.

Council fortheAIDSTrust  indirectlyinfluenceHIV
Fund and the Advisory prevention and careaswell
Council onAIDS. asdirect HIV activities.

Proposed changesto  Co-financing, partnership
theAIDSTrust Fundare.  and planfor sustainahility
to fund priority projects should beencouraged.
(taking referencefromthe Asfor the Advisory
communityplanning Council, it isproposed to
process), improvetechnical  combinepreventionand
review and evaluation, careingrategy
support longer term deliberation, to addressthe
projects, support capacity-  promotionof acceptance

of peoplelivingwithHIV/

broaden thedefinition of AlIDS asonediscrete area,
acceptable projectsto and to widen community
includeareaswhich involvement. &




