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.Calendar.

XXVth Meeting of the
Advisory Council on
AIDS (ACA)

2:30pm 20 April 1998

XXIXth Meeting of the
Committee on
Education and Publicity
on AIDS (CEPAIDS)
14 May 1998 (timeto be
confirmed)

XVIth Meeting of
AIDS Services
Development
Committee (ASDC)
datetobeconfirmed

XIVth Scientific
Committee on AIDS
(SCA) dateto beconfirmed

Community-based Care

THEXVthmestingof the AIDS ServicesDevel opment
Committeewasdevotedtothediscussionontheroleof
community-based careinthemanagement of HIV
infectioninHong Kong. Thediscussonalsoformspart
of thereview project currently undertaken by the

Council. &

World TB Day

THE 24th of Marchisproclaimed World TB Day by the
World Health organisation. Ontheeveof thisday,
1998, the Joint United NationsProgrammeonHIV/
AIDS(UNAIDS) calledfor actionto control thespread
of HIV andtohelp control thedual HIV/TB epidemic.
TBisonemajor complicationof HIV infection. A
study by theDepartment of Health'sAIDSUnitand TB
and Chest Service hasrecorded atotal of 95 cases of
TB/HIV infectionasof theend of 1997. Thougha
relatively small number, TB hasaccountedfor 19%of all
primary AIDSdefiningillnessesinHong Kong.
Clinicianswould needtobeonthealertintheprompt
diagnosisandtreatment of thedual infection.
ApartfromaffectingHIV postiveindividuas, TB
canalsospread by air tothosenegative. Globally, the
spread of HIV will resultinmorethan3millionnew TB
casesamong both HIV positiveand negativepeople.
BoththeUNAIDSand Global TB Programmeare
worried about HIV multiplyingtheneglect of TBintoa
global crisis. DOTS(directly observedtreatment, short
course) strategy andHIV preventionarethetwo
elementsof an effectiveapproachtotacklethedual
problem. &
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(Council News / Activities)

Antenatal Testing

D SxHotline
AttheXIlIthmeeting of the Scientific Committeeon
AIDSheld on 5 March 1998, members had very 23372121
useful discussiononthesubject of antenatal HIV
testing, how that can best beprovided, especially in
context of new datasupporting theeffectivenessof C on fe rence
antiretroviral treatment to prevent perinatal infection. HOPE Worldwideis
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Different aspectsof thesubject wereraised, organisngaconferenceon
ranging from cost-effectivness, accesstoservice, AIDSinAsia now
provisionof counsdlling, consent, universa versus scheduledfor 13-19
targetedintervention, andtheir prosandcons. A NovemberinHongKong.
situation paper summing thediscussionwill be Asoneof the partnersof
presentedtotheAdvisory Council onAIDSfor thisConference, Advisory
deliberation. & Council onAIDSis

providingadvicetoHOPE
- . Worldwideontheissues
Media ] QUllt relevanttoAsiaandHong
Campaign IN aletter toCEPAIDS,  Kong. Furtherinformation
TheTask ForceonMedia  TheAlDSMemorial Quilt - PouttheConferencecan
and Publicity of the Projectinformedthatit ~ PeobtainedfromHOPE

CommitteeonEducation  haschangeditsstructure ~ Worldwide'sHongKong
andPublicityonAIDSis  andwill continueasajoint  officeat 29153998, &
planningtoadviseonthe ~ PrOjeCtWIthTEENAIDS, ikt
strategy forthenextround ~ instead of operatingasa

of theGovernment'smedia  fully-independent body. TheAdvisory Council and

campaignonAlDS. committeeswishtheQuilt Project every successinits
PossiblethemesareSTD _futurework. &
andHIV, promotingHIV BYOL

testing, safer sexinyoung
people. A meetingwill be
heldon 1 April to seek
further viewsof
membersof

THEnextBY OL Seminar will bepresented by Ms
CarlyeTsui, JP at the Red Ribbon Centreon 3 April
(1-2pm). Thepresentationistitled Customer Service:
Lessons from the Business Sector

BY OL (bring-your-own-lunch) isanupdate

mcg it continuing education seriesrunonamonthly basisfor
ﬁmm' ce thoseworkinginthefieldof HIV/AIDS, &




Second Meeting

consultation meeting THE Steering Committeehelditssecond meetingon 19
of thereview will be March. Membersexaminedtheprogressof theproject,
heldon8April. The and listened to the presentation of Secretariat research
Secretariat will update — staff onthehighlightsof their draftinternal assessment

Consultation
THE second

participantsof the report, aswell astheframework onthedraft. Themeeting
progress,introducethe asoreviewedopinionscollectedfromvarious
framework of the organisations, including AIDSNGOs, aswell as

inter nal assessment individuals. A list of areasof concernisbeing compiled

report,and highlight based onthecontribution of
areasof concern. & NGOs and other persons. &

ACA and DH AIDS Unit
http://www.info.gov.hk/aids

CumulativeHIV/AIDSStatisticsinHong Kong\
updated 31 December 1998

total (AIDS

Gender mde 829 (278)
femde 128 (31)

Ethnicity Chinese 656 (230)

non-Chinese 301 (79)

Transmission  heterosexud 506 (171)
homosexud 228 (77)
bisexud 56 (23)
Injectingdruguse 16 (5)
blood/bl products 67 (15)
perinad 4 (2
undetermined 80 (16)

TOTAL 957 (309)

Department of Health, Hong Kong
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DATA
COLLECTION

A total of 129 copiesof
thereview questionnaire
havebeen sentto 41
organisations/'unitsand 88
individuals. TheSecretariat
issorting out thereturns
and putthemintovarious
partsof theinternal
assessment report. Press
advertisement had been
placedinlate February to
seek theviewsof members
of thepublic. Pressrelease
wasissued concurrently.
Threevistswere
subsequently organisedto
further exchangeviews.
Theseweremadeto
Society for AIDSCare,
AIDSConcernand Centre
forClinica Tridsand
Epidemiologicd
Research. &
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SURVEY ON STD/HIV

A survey was conducted jointly by the Social Hygiene Service and AIDS
Unit, Department of Health, to better understand the epidemiology of
STD/HIV in Hong Kong. The data were presented at the last meeting of
the Scientific Committee on AIDS on March 5. At the request of the
Committee Chairman, a summary is given below for the information of
members working on the area. - the editor

IN February 1997, a inthepast. practice/family medicine,
guestionnairesurvey was One-fifth (20.9%) dermatol ogy/venereol ogy,
adminigteredtoall hadencounteredpatients ~ andgynecology.
registered medical with STDswithinthepast A mgjority of the
practitionerstocollect sevendays. Fromthe STD patientspresented

dataonthepatternof STD  distributionof thesecases, ~ withurethra/vegind
(includingHIV)inHong itcanbeinferredthat some discharges, whilethe

Kong. Thequestionscan number of reported cases
bedivided under 3 of genital herpeswas
categories: (1) practice disproportionately higher.
and specialty of the Themesting
respondents, (2) activities highlightedthefollowing:
relatingtoHIV, (3) pattern () privatepractitionersare
of STDsinthepast 7 attheforefrontinthe
days. delivery of STD servicesin
A total of 7824 HongKong, (b) a
questionnai resweresent syndromicapproachcan

off, withareturnrateof be adapted for useinthe

over 20%, 54% were privatesector,
fromtheprivatesector. encompassing both
About one-tenth (10.9%) effectivetreatmentand

had never givenHIV preventiveeducationand
education/counsdlling, counselling, (c) moreSTDs
while28.5%aways areknownto havebeen
offeredHIV teststotheir ~ 20%0f @l STDspresented  contracted oversess,
STDpatients. Amgjority ~ toprivatedoctorsinHong  making contact-tracing

(86.1%) felt that their Kong. Doctorsworkingin  impossible. Targeted
patientsweremoreaware  thefollowingfields programmesonbehaviour
of STD/AIDStoday accountedfor 90%of all interventionwouldbe
comparedtothesituation ~ consultations: general desirable. &




