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.Calendar.

XXVth Meeting of the
Advisory Council on
AIDS (ACA)

2:30pm 20 April 1998

XXVIIIth Meeting of
the Committee on
Education and Publicity
on AIDS (CEPAIDS)
6:30pm 9 February 1998

XVth Meseting of AIDS
Services Development
Committee (ASDC)
datetobeconfirmed

XIllrd Scientific
Committee on AIDS
(SCA) dateto beconfirmed

Indicators needed

THE ACA had endorsedtheprincipleof establishing
AlDSprogrammeindicatorsto better monitor the
work inHong Kong. Membershad discussed at the
last meeting ontheaspectsand possiblemethodol ogy,
and concluded that such devel opment shouldtiein
withfuturerecommendationsarisingfromthereview

currently inprogress. &

REVIEWTOPROCEED

ON 6 January, the Advisory Council on AIDSendorsed
itsfinal planonthereview of theHIV/AIDSsituation
and programmesinHong Kong.

Thereview isconductedintwo phases. Inthefirst
phasethe Secretariat will compileasix-partinterna
assessment report coveringall major areasof the
Stuation/programme. Thefirst phasewill takeabout
threemonthsto complete, from January toMarch 1998.
Thiswill befollowed by phasetwoin April/May
composing of aseriesof consultanciestoexaminethe
internal assessment reports. InJune/July afinal report
will bepreparedfor submissiontothe Advisory Council
onAIDS.

The Secretariat hasalready starteditsprocessof
datacollection. A questionairesurvey will beconducted
inFebruary. Therewill beconsultationsinthecourseof
thereview. Itishoped that thereview can assist each
oneof ustodevelopthebest strategy on AIDS
prevention, careand control intheyearstocome. If you
haveany viewsyouwant to share, pleasekindly let any

Secretariat staff know. Thereview belongstousall. &
[More about review oin page 4]

AIDSHOTLINEZ27802211
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(Council News / Activities)

YouthActiononAIDS

THEY outh Actionon AlDSFunding Scheme 1997
will concludeat an Award Ceremony on 28
February at the Red Ribbon Centre. Threebest
poroject awardswill bepresented.

Since 1991, the Task Forceon Y outh
(previoudly Y outhWorking Group) of the
Committeeon Educationand Publicity on AIDShas
been organising the programmesto support youth
groupsintheir development of AlDSeducation
activitiesfor young people. Sofar 105groupshave
received funding andtechnical support under the
Scheme. In 1997, 21 groupsweresupported. The
Task Forceon'Y outhwelcomessubmissionfrom
youthgroups. Enquiries. Red Ribbon Centre
23046268. #®

New Plan for AIDS Hotline

THEAIDSHotline27802211 offersaone-stop
professional servicethroughtheprovisionof
computerised recorded messages/fax, counsdling, HIV
testingandclinical care. AIDSUnitisrevisingits
messagestobringtheminlinewiththenew strategiesof
facilitatingHIV testing, andtoupdateclientsonall
aspectsof HIV preventionand care. Roundsof
promotiona exhibitionson
theHotlineareunderway.

TheAIDSHotline
now receivesonaverage
7000 - 8000 calls per
month. &

=

THEnextBY OL Seminar will bepresented by Ms
Elijah Fung at the Red Ribbon Centre on 6 February
(1-2pm). The presentationistitled Theroleof the
christian church in the AIDS epidemic -
knowledge and attitudes of Hong Kong christian
concerning HIV/AIDS

BY OL (bring-your-own-lunch) isanupdate
continuing education seriesrunonamonthly basisfor
thoseworkinginthefieldof HIV/AIDS. &

1st
Meeting

The ACA-appointed
Steering Committeemetfor
thefirsttimeon 22 January
todiscussontheapproach
andformatinconductingthe
HIV/AIDSSituationand
ProgrammesReview. The
meeting had resolvedto
hold consultationsduringthe
review processtocollect
viewsfromAIDS
organisations, service-
providersandthe
community. (seepage4for
compositionof the
Committee) #

BYOL




The Deadlinefor
submitting
Abstractstothe
coming World
AIDS Congress

YEAR-END

ON 24 January, the Department of Healthreleased its
updated reported statisticsonHIV/AIDS. 1n 1997, 181
casesof HIV infectionwerereported, bringingthe
cumulativetotal to 957. Inthesameyear, 64 AIDS cases
werediagnosed. Thecumulativetotal of AIDSpatients

1998is now standsat 309. Themale-to-femaleratio of the
2 February reported casesin 1997 was4: 1. Heterosexual contact has
remai ned thecommonest modeof transmission.
Thenumber of
fCumuIativeH IV/AIDSStatisticsinHong Kong\ AlDScasesreportedin
updated 31 December 1998 thelast twoyearswas
high, accountingfor 43%
total  (AIDS| of thetotal number since
thesurveillancesystem
Gender méele 829 (278) || wassetupinthemid-
femele 128 (31) || eighties Detailedanalysis
of thepatterninthelast
Ethnicity Chinese 656 (230) || quarterof 1997 will be
non-Chinese 301 (79) || giveninthecomingissue
of Hong Kong STD/
Transmission  heterosexud 506 (171) W AIDS Update - a
homosexual 228 (77) || quarterly publicationof
bisexud 56 (23) || AIDSUnitandSocial
Injectingdruguse 16 (5) || HygieneServiceof the
blood/bl products 67 (15) I Department of Health. %
perinatal 4 (2
undetermined 80 (16)
TOTAL 957 (309)
Department of Health, Hong Kong
D-@-C-8-6-0—7 |
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Visit the New Hong Kong Virtual AIDS Office
of Advisory Council on AIDS and DH AIDS
http://www.info.gov.hk/aids
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Internal Assessment ( Review )
THE Internal Assessment part of thereview will be

undertaken by the Secretariat. Thefinal product will bea

six-part report covering major areasof AIDSprevention, .

careand control inHong Kong. Thesix areasare, ina Steerin g
nutshell: (1) situationand surveillance, (2) servicefor Committee
peoplewithHIV/AIDS, (3) healthpromotionand
education, (4) programmestructure, (5) policy and (6)
financial assessment. &

Howisthereview
monitored?A steering

Committeehasbeen
appointed by theAdvisory
Objectives Of the Council tomonitor the
) internal assessmentand
review: supervisetherunningof the
1. Toundertakeathorough assessment of consulta_wues Men_1bersof
HongKong'sHIV/AIDSsituation, theSteering Committee

are: Dr Conrad Lam JP
(chairman), DrHomer Tso
JP, Professor MH Ng, Ms
CarlyeTsui JPand
Professor YL Lau. Dr
Patrick Liisa technical
adviser whereastwonon-
ACA membersserveas
advisers- Dr CH Leong
and Professor SH Lee. &

policiesandtheprogrammesdevel oped
foritsprevention, careand control;

2. Toidentify indicatorsfor systematic
evaluationof thelocal AIDSprogramme;

3. Torecommend onthefuturedirection of
strategy, programmedevel opment and
theoperating structuresat the
governmentlevel andthecommunity. &

Consultancies

THREE or four overseasconsultantswill beaskedtobe
inHongKonginApril/May toexaminetheinternal
assessment reports, conduct i nterviewsand makefurther
investigationsasnecessary. Theconsultantswill be
critically examiningthesituationand programmesinHong
Kong, withaview of recommending onthefuture
directionsof thelocal programmes. Each consultant will
befromadifferentinstitution. The Secretariat andthe
Steering Committeewill work out thel ogisticsof the
consultanciesshortly. &




