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.Calendar.

XXIVth Meeting of the
Advisory Council on
AIDS (ACA)

January 1998 (to be
confirmed)

XXVIIth Meeting of
the Committee on
Education and Publicity
on AIDS (CEPAIDS)
5:30pm 21 November1997

Joint M eeting

of AIDS Services
Development
Committee and
Scientific Committee
on AIDS

9:30em 10Decamber 1997

Review to proceed

AT the23rd meeting of the Advisory Council onAIDS
on 6 October, it wasresolved to conduct a
comprehensivereview onthelocal HIV/AIDSsituation
andthecurrent programmesfor itsprevention, careand
control. Theexerciseal so carriestheobjectiveof
planningHong Kong'sfuturestrategy onAIDS.

Thereview will beginearly nextyear, composing
of aninternal situationassessmentfollowedby

consultancies. The
Council fortheAIDS
Trust Fund has
subsequently supported
theproposal inameeting
of itssubcommitteein
mid-October. &

An Art-piece for World

AIDS

Campaign

AT apressmeeting on 13 October, Mr C K Cheung,
convenor of Task Forceon Mediaand Publicitty of
Committeeon Educationand Publicity onAIDS,
reveal ed that an art-piecewill beput ondisplay to
arouse publicawarenesson AIDS. Madein theshape
of twored ribbons, the scul ptureisdesigned by Mr
VAN Lau, arenowned scul ptorin Hong Kong.

M embersarepleased that the Urban Council's
Recreation Select Committeehadfinally approvedthe
proposal at itsmeeting on 15 October. Dr Conrad

Lam, ACA Chairman, wishestothank everyonefor the

hardwork indevel opingthenew Campaign. #

Seminar for
School

Principals

A seminar for school heads
onthesubject of school
AlDSeducationwasheld
on 210ctober 1997. The
Seminar featuredtalkson
theepidemiology of HIV/
AlDSandthelocal policy
foronitscontrol. Therewas
asoexperiencesharingin
theimplementationof AIDS
educationinsecondary
schools.

Thefunctionwas
organised under theauspices
of CEPAIDSsTask Force
onSchool AIDSEducation,
whichisconvened by Mrs
Atty Lai of TeenAIDS. &

Red Ribbon
Centre
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(Council News/ Activities)

N ew Heisalsoanhonorary
f f th
Est Im ates Bﬂ\ﬁ[ﬁ%éfaongKong, o5 @;\

and an adviser toour
ScientificCommitteeon
AIDS. &

AT the12thmeeting of the
ScientificCommitteeon

AIDtS hSdOF?rZ 3 [The names of Professor Chin
September, Professor and Dr James Chienwere

JamesChinpresentedhis  mixed upinastory of SCMP
new estimationoftheHIV/  on 26 September - the editor]
AlDSstuationfor Hong
Kong. Heremarked that /
omioemaon | JEXZ/AIDSEDEXPO97
3000HIV casesgivenin ON 17 October 1997, Dr the Honourable C H Leong,
1994 was probably too Provisional Legidator, officiated at theopening of the
high. Withtheavailability Sex and AIDSEducation Expo, thefirst of itskindin
of new data, heestimated Hong Kong. Theother guestsof honour wereDr N K
that some 1500-2000 Leungand Prof M L Ng. TheExpofeatured display
cases have occured as of booths, exhibition boards, computer games, web pages
theendof 1997, whilethe | ahdperformances. Threeseminarswereheld covering
Vi thesubject of sex/AlDSeducationinconnectionwith
g;?fow?ﬁﬁhgﬁge I}l(V(;zg) themedia, youthandthesituationinChina. Eight
was 1000-1500. expertsfromdifferent partsof Chinaalsojoinedthe3-
day function.

TheExpoisjointly organised by theCommittee
on Educationand Publicity on AIDSand HongKong
Sex Education A ssociation. TheOrganising Committee
wishestothank everyonewho hasparticipated and

Professor Chin's
study waspresentedto
AlIDSworkersinaspecid
seminar heldinthe

afternoononthesameday. | contributed totheproject, particularly thehardwork of
Hispaper wasfurther staff of Red Ribbon Centre.
discussed by membersof

theAdvisory Council on
AIDSon 6 October. The
resultswould beexamined

BYOL

THEnextBY OL Seminar will bepresentedby Ms

ainwhentheCouncil . .
?(;nductsitssituation and Annlpof Actionfor Reach Out at theRed Ribbon
programmereview next Centreon 11 November (1-2pm). MissIp's
year. presenttationistitled Hong Kong street walkersand

thefemale condom.
BY OL (bring-your-own-lunch) isanupdate

continuing education seriesrunonamonthly basisfor

thoseworkinginthefieldof HIV/AIDS. &

Professor Chinisa
clinical professor of
epidemiology of University
of Californiaat Berkeley.
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M | a(bng ess
THE4thInternational CongressonAIDSinAsia
andthePacificwasheldin Manilafrom 25to0 29

October. Togive Membersabetter view of the AIDS HOTLINE
Congress, new pagesareadded to thisissue of 2780 2211
ACA Newsfile. Pleaserefer to pages5and 6

for our exclusivecoverageof thishiennial DR SEX HOTLINE
function. # 2337 2121

DDO L eaflet

A new legflet on DDO
and its relevance for
people with HIV/AIDs
total  (AIDS) |} isunder preparation of
the Equal Opportunities

CumulativeHIV/AIDSStatisticsin HongK ong
updated 30 September 1997

Gender male 787 (261) Commission and the
female 120 (29) AIDS Services
Development committee
i . of the Adivisory Council
Ethnicity Chinese 626 (216) on AIDS, @

non-Chinese 281 (74)

Transmission  heterosexual 473 (159)
homosexual 217 (7)) FIGURES
bisexud 54 (22) The DepartmenF of _
Injectingdruguse 16 (5) Healthreleaseditsthird

blood/bl products 67  (15) || Quarterly Statisticsata
perinata 4 ) pressmeetingon 31

undetermined 76 (16) Octob_er. I_Detai [sof f[he
analysiswill bepublished

TOTAL 907 (290) inthenextissueof Hong
Kong STD/AIDS
Department of Health, Hong Kong Update. &

Visit the New Hong Kong Virtual AIDS Office
of Advisory Council on AIDS and DH AIDS Unit

http://www.info.gov.hk/aids




ACA

The Chairman has
recently written to
South China Morning

rom the Chalrman's Desk

Post on the subject of HIV prevention. The letter is reproduced below for

Members' information.

IT wastimely that the
Association of Women
for Action and Research
(AWARE) brought upthe
subject AIDS and
travelling in the midst of
the growing epidemic
(letter, SCM P October
2).

While | take issue
with the generalisation
that theengagement of
some Asian businessmen
in commercial sex is
"corporate goodwill", |
do share AWARE's
concern for womenin
this part of the world
who are vulnerable. In
tackling the problem, the
Advisory Council on
AIDS feelsit crucial to
bring two programmes
together - theworkplace
programme and public
education programme for
both men and women.

The workplace is
the best forum for
ingtilling AIDS
awareness and fostering
apositive attitude
towards those infected,
both key objectives of

- editor

any meaningful AIDS
programme. TheLions
Clubs International and
the Department of Health
should be commended for
starting uptheHongKong
Community Charter on
AIDSin 1994. Three
yearson, | am abit upset
by the mediocre response
of the local business
community. By distancing
themselvesfrom the
subject of AIDS, the
business world has denied
the important roleit could
play in Hong Kong. As
travelling is fast becoming
an important factor behind
contractionof HIV, the
development of
innovative workplace
programmesisurgently
needed.

How about public
education?Inthelast
decade, our Committeeon
Education and Publicity
on AIDS hasbeen
involved in the
development and co-
ordination of numerous
education effortsin the
local community. The

concept of conducting
gender-specific activities
isimportant, but is
difficult to putinto
practice, particularly with
ardatively low HIV
prevalencein Hong Kong.

Educationists
would agree with me that
when the problem is big,
itistoo late to make
changes; whereas when it
is smal (numericaly), it
is hard to arouse and
sustain people's
awareness. Astherisk of
catching HIV inthe
female population is till
small, its emphasis in any
education initiative may
not easily touch the hearts
of theaudience. We must
notpromoteAIDS
awareness in isolation,
but in context of other
areas of women's
concerns. Some examples
are STD, family
relationships and
women's hedlth.

continued on page 6




STOP PRESS

Congress News

SOME threethousand
people were at the 4th
International Congresson
AIDSin Asaand the
Peacific held in Manila,
Philippines. The theme of
the biennial Congressis
1Partnership across
bordersagainst HIV/

AIDST .The opening was
officiated by His
Excellency Fidel Ramos,
President of the
Philippines, with
messages delivered by Dr
ST Han, Regional
Director of World Health
Organisation Western
Pecific Regional Office,
and Dr Peter Piot,
Executive Director of
UNAIDS.

The five-day
Congress featured daily
plenaries, concurrent
SEssioNns on various
subjects, special lectures,
skills building workshops
and satellite symposium.
Scientific presentations
were grouped under four
subthemes - [A] Why is
HIV spreading in the

Asia-pacific, [B] How
are we dealing with the
problem, [C] What should
be done, and [D] What do
we expect in the future.
There were also
display of poster
abstracts, commercia and
non-commercial
exhibitions. Non-
governmental
organisations, UN
agencies and academic
institutes set up exhibition
boothsto promote
dialogue with
counterparts. Apart from
the organised activities,
the Congress has
provided an ideal forum
for workersin theregion

The IVth International
CongressonAIDSin
Asia and the Pacific
25-29 October 1997
Manila,the Philippines

to meet and discuss
informally on issues of
mutual concern. There
were re-establishment of
old and establishment of
new contacts.
HongKong
participated actively at
the Congress. Dr Patrick
Li and MissO C Lin of
theHongKongAIDS
Foundation were
members of the
International Programme
Committee. Department
of Health, Health and
Welfare Bureau,
Education Department,
and Socia Welfare
Department had sent
representativesto the
Congress. Dr Homer Tso
and Miss Carlye Tsui of
the Advisory Council on
AIDS, and delgates from
many of the NGOstook
part in thefunction - Hong
KongAlIDSFoundation,
AIDS Concern, Society

continued on page 6
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for AIDSCare, HIV
Information and Drop-in
Centre, TeenAIDS.
There were also
academicsfrom the
universities and people
living with HIV/AIDS.

A total of 14 ora
and 3 poster abstracts
were presented by Hong
Kongi'sdelegates. Hong
Kong AIDSFoundation
and Red Ribbon Centre
each set up an exhibition
booth at the Congress. A
specia satellite seminar
titled TStrategieson
HIV/AIDSpreventionin
Chinese Community”
was hosted by the
Foundation on 26
October.

TheCongress
closed on 29 October.
Miss Marina Mahathir,
chairman of thefifth
Congressannouncedthat
Malaysia would be
hostingthenext
Congress two years later
in 1999.%&

—

Congress Highlights

There have not been a great deal of new
information presented at the Congress. The
Congress, however, consolidated knowledge
cumulated over the last years. It also
emphasises on a number of important issues:
- combination antiretroviral treatment to HIV/
AIDS patients, its access and impacts.
- the need for cross-border collaboration in

fighting HIV infection.

- partnership in HIV prevention and care.

- the importance of effective surveillance, both
on HIV/AIDS and risk behaviours.

- STD/AIDS programme integration.

- AIDS programme evaluation.

- role of NGOs. e

Continued from page 4 Hong K ong Sex

[fromthe Chairman'sdesk]  Education Association in
launching a Sex and

Similarly, education for
men should be geared
towards high risk
behaviour instead of just
AIDS. For such activities
to make any impact, the
integration of STD and

AIDS education isamust.

| am glad that the
idea of integration is
beginning to take shape,
at least from the
perspective of our
Committeeon Education
and Publicity on AIDS.

The Committeeis
joining hands with the

AIDS Education
Expo'97 (October 17-19,
Science Museum).
Organisationsworking on
AIDS, sex education and
STD are, for thefirst
time, coming together to
share experiences and to
develop afuture
collaborative strategy. |
do hope that thisis not the
end, but the beginning of a
whole new erafor AIDS
prevention work.

[SCMP 16 October
1997]




