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.Calendar.

X1Vth Meseting of the
AIDS Services
Development
Committee (ASDC)
2:30pm 8 September 1997

Xllth Meeting of the
Scientific Committee
on AIDS (SCA)
9:30am 25 September1997

XXIllrd Meseting of
the Advisory Council
on AIDS (ACA)
2:30pm 6 October 1997

XXVIth Meeting of the
Committee on
Education and Publicity
on AIDS (CEPAIDS)
5:30pm 22 August 1997

World AIDS Campaign 1997

M eeting
Highlights

THE XXIInd mesting of
the Advisory Council on
AIDS was held on 11 July.
With the recent report of a
case of HIV transmission
through blood transfusion,
the meseting began with a
thorough discussion on blood
safety in Hong Kong.
Members were generaly
satisfied with the current

THE Joint United NationsProgrammeonHIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) hasdevelopedtheWorld AIDS
Campaigntosigna ashift of emphasisfromWorld
AIDSDay inthepast. Thetheme of the 1997
campaignisChildrenlivinginaworldwithAIDS.
Thedefinition of achild hereisanyoneunder theage
of 18. Thecampaignwill overlapwiththeonein
1998focussingonyoung people.
Withtheincreaseintheheterosexual spread of
theinfection, thefocuson childrenhascomerather
naturally. Themiss onstatement of the 1997
campaignis"Fewer childreninfected, fewer children
affected, fewer childrenwhoarevulnerabletothe
impact of HIVV/AIDS, and anincreasing number of
girlsand boyswho are protected inaworld that

upholdstherrights’. &

blood screening
programme implemented
by the Hong Kong Red
Cross Blood Transfusion
Service. They were
pleased to note that the
Hospital Authority was
working on a new
advisory mechanism to
further safeguard blood
and blood productsin the
future.

The meeting also
agreed to change dightly
the original plan of
conducting a programme
review to a dua process
of first organising a
Situation assessment and
then a consultancy to

independently review the
current programmes in Hong
Kong.

Members examined an
information paper on the
collaboration between Hong
Kong and the mainland on
various aspects of AIDS
prevention and control. It
was resolved that the current
levels of collaboration be
maintained which is
perceived to be in the interest
of Hong Kong. &

Red Ribbon
Centre
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(Council News/ Activities)

BHWgLry  Congress of Sexol ogy

ON 7 July, the Scientific THE Advisory Council on AlIDShasbeeninvitedto
Committee on AIDS bean Hon Adviser tothe X1V th World Congressof
discussed about the results Sexol behddi | .

of anewly established TB/ ol ogyt_o e Inear y199_9|n Hong K_ong.
HIV registry system. The TheCouncil will keepmembersinformed of its

idea emerged hdlf a year progress. &

ago when the Committee

raised that the situ_ation with B Y O L

;I(')Bégls\tﬁocl:ioegri\fne;trlg;e?ught The Second Bring-your-own-luncnseminar wii peneia

details. The registry was set | 1pmon 1 Augustat the Red Ribbon Centre. Miss

up jointly by the Department jLesley Sinclair of theSociety for AIDS Carewill be

of Health's AIDS Unit and  § presenting "Hospice Carefor AIDSPatients'. The

TB and Chest Service. A IBY OL seriesisamonthly programmeorganised for

g?ec?;dSi :&?ﬁr‘\’(‘a’ erngN workersandvolunteersinvolvedinany part of Hong
Kong'sAIDSprogramme. I nterested personscould
register withtheRed Ribbon Centre (23046268). &

system. The first report
concluded that about 10%
of the local HIV/AIDS
pateints have had TB. The
mesting resolved to keep
the situation under
review. &

The editor apologises for the mistake on the date of the first
BYOL seminar in the last issue of ACA Newsfile. It was 4 July
instead of 5 July.

............. andnaregu od | nes

THOSE of us who are involved in the clinical management of HIV infection would
agree that the number of professional guidelines established by various organisations
around the world has grown substantially. The following are some important ones,
some of which are 'drafts awaiting comments.

O British HIV Association guidelines for antiretroviral treatment of HIV
seropositiveindividuals

O USPHS Recommendations for use of antiretroviral drugs during pregnancy
for maternal health and reduction of perinatal transmission of HIV-1 in the United
States (request for comments)

O Report of the NIH Pandl to define principles of therapy of HIV infection
DHHS guiddines for the use of antiretrovira agents in HIV-infected adults and
adolescents

O Antiretrovird therapy for HIV infection in 1997 - updated recommendations
of the International AIDS Society - USA Panel

O 1997 USPHS/IDSA guidelines for

th tion of opportunistic infections i I h
Wiea?rﬁ\l/\e/nlono opportunistic in |onsmpersonsC SeW ere

More are yet to come! &
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VALAW

ON 23 July, Professor James Chin gaveapresentation on
theepidemiol ogical assessment of theHIV/AIDSsituation
inMalawi. Professor Chinwason hisway back tothe
Statesafter aconsultancy incentral Africa. The
presentation washeld at the Red Ribbon Centre. &
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New Internet HomePage

THE Community Research Programmeon AIDSof the
ChineseUniversity'sCenter for Clinical Trialsand
Epidemiol ogical Resarch hasset upanew HomePageon
AIDSinHongKong. Their addressis
http://www.csu.med.cuhk/hkaids.

|
CumulativeHIV/AIDSStatisticsin HongK ong th
updated 30 June 1997
total (AIDS)
THE Department of
Gender mde 748 (249) Hedthwill berdeasingits
femde 107 (25) updatedHIV/AIDS
statisticsinthesecond
Ethnicity Chinese 590 (205) |Jweekof August. Thenew
non-Chinese 265 (69) datacompriseresultsof
thereportingsysteminthe
Transmission  heterosexud 432 (147) second quarter 1997. A
homosexud 211 (68) summary of the
bisexud 54 (22) cumulativegatigticsis
Injectingdruguse 16  (5) showninthetableonthe
blood/bl products 67 (15) left. &
perinata 4 2
undetermined 71 (@5 |||Apology
In the last two issues of
ACA Newsfile, statistics
TOTAL 855 (274) onHIV/AIDSwerethose
updated as of the end of
Department of Health, Hong Kong March 1997, not 1996. -
the editor




ACA

On 10 July, Dr Conrad Lam, Chairman of the
Advisory Council on AIDS, visited the HIV
Information & Drop-in Centre at the St John's
Cathedral on Garden Road, Hong Kong. He met
with The Very Rev CJ Phillips, Dean of St John's Cathedral, and had
dicussions with Miss Elijah Fung, the Centre Manager. The following is a

brief report of the conversation between Dr Lam and Miss Fung.

THE HIV Information and
Drop-In Centre has been in
operation for two years,
through the support of the
Cathedral and the AIDS
Trust Fund. In order to
keep up with the work, the
Centre has recently
submitted a proposal to the
Council for the AIDS Trust
Fund for additional financial
sponsorship.

The Centre is now
staffed by the manager and
a part-time worker.

"V olunteers contribute
sgnificantly to our work
here. We have now about
30 of them helping the
running of the Centre and
itsactivities," explained
Elijah.

Is the Centre visited
by people with HIV/AIDS,
or the public? "Both. About
20% of the vigitors are
peopleliving with the
infection." The Centreis
now open from 12 noon to
8pm from Monday to

Friday. "We have adjusted
our opening hours to meet
with the demand of our
vigitors. Some of them come
for information, othersfor
resources, or may want to
just drop in for awhile."

Are there any new
plans for the future? "Apart
from running the Centre, we
are also reaching out to the
community in our work.
Some of our activities are
held in conjunction with
other NGOs. In August, we
will be holding an art
exhibitionfor fund-raisng.”

Elijah considered
financia support as onebig
problem of the Centre. "Not
that we need alot of money,
but that it is difficult to make
long term plan if regular
funding cannot be
guaranteed. AIDS Trust
Fundisdispersing its
assistance on a project
basis. Sometimes we have
to wait along time for their
reply - that is not always

AIDSUNITON-LINE
http://www.info.gov.hk/health/aids

- editor

feasible.

Has the Centre been
maintai ning contacts with
the neighbouring countries?
"Yes, we are networking
with counterpartsin
Thailand, Taiwan,
Singapore and other
countries. We aso had very
useful experiencein
exchanging views with the
mainland during a meeting
in May organised by the
Hong Kong AIDS
Foundation.”

What do you want to
seein the local AIDS
programme? "1 think there
should be more work
targeting women and
middle-aged men................
| hope to see the AIDS
Trust Fund further
improvingitsfunding
mechanism. It issad if an
NGO hasto close its doors
only because of insufficient
funding support." &

we have been visited over 11000 times since January 1996 !!




