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.Calendar. |/|meetingHighlights
ACA heldits20th meeting on 10 January. The

XIIth Mesting of the followingissueswerehighlighted:
AIDS Services 1. Thesurveillanceprogrammeshall bestrengthened.
Development 2. Anexternal review of HongKong'sAIDS
Committee (ASDC) programmeisplanned to pavetheway for new
2:30pm 10 March 1997 strategies.

3. Therewaslively discussion ontheneed of
Xth Meeting of the integrating Al DSeducationinsex education

Scientific Committee on ||| hrogrammesin Hong K ong. Mr CL Ho of Education

AIDS (SCA) Department briefed membersof theroleof his
9:30am 25 February 1997 departmentat themesting,

XXIgt Megting of the 4. It was agreed that the next Hong Kong AIDS
Advisory Coundil on Conference should be held in another 2-3 years
AIDS (ACA) time, possibly inthewider perspectiveof the Pearl
2:30pm 11 April 1997 River Deltaregion. —

XXIVth Meseting of the || New Chinese Name

Cgmmi_“ee OS PUblic A new Chinese name has been adopted by the Council
Education and PGty || efectivefrom 1 January 1997. Thisfollowsproposal of

on AIDS (CEPAIDS) : .
membersand asadvised by the Commissioner for
5:30pm 26 Feb 1997 ..
pm hald Officia Languages. —

L R R~ R N R S R " S

World TB Day

THEWorldHeath Organisation (WHO)'sGloba TB
Programme hasannounced that the 24th of March be
observed asWorld TB Day, underlining the
importanceof aglobal effortinpreventingand
controllingtheTB epidemic. Themovebears H ap py N ew Ye al
additional meaningtousworkingon AlDSasadual Of th e O X
epidemicof HIV/TB infectionisexertingitsimpact on

many partsof theworld. —

AIDSHOTLINE27802211

DRSEXHOTLINEZ23372121

Advi sory Counci | on Al DS Secretari at
21/ F., Wi Chung House, 213 Queen's Road East, Hong Kong. Tel .: (852) 2961 8549



Epidemiology

THE Department of
Healthheldapress
meeting on 28 January
toinformthepublicof
theupdated reported
satisticsonHIV/AIDS
inHongKong. Theyear
1996 had witnessed a
total of 134 casesof
HIV infectionreported
under theDepartment's
surveillancesystem. The
cumulativedataarein
thebox ontheright.
Readersinterestedin
thedetailsof thereport
arerequestedtorefer to
theupcomingquarterly
STD/AIDS update
reportjointly published
by AIDSUnitand
Socia HygieneService
of theDepartment of
Hedth.

For thefirsttime,
thequarterly press
meetingwasheldinthe
lectureroomof Red
Ribbon Centreonthe
secondfloor of Wang
TauHom Jockey Club
Clinic, located near the
LokFUMTR
Station.—

CBdaalIy ...........

AN estimated 29.4 million personshavebeeninfected
withHIV sincethe pandemic started over adecade
ago. TheJoint United NationsProgrammeonAIDS
(UNAIDY) estimated that 22.6 million peoplearenow
livingwithHIV - 21.8 millionadultsand 0.83million
children.In1996, therewereabout 3.1 million new
infectionglobaly,and1.5millionHIV/AIDS
associated desths.
About 8500 new casesof HIV infectionare
occuringdaily,including 1000 children. A mgority of
the newly infected adultsare under 25 years of age. —

CumulativeHIV/AIDSStatisticsin HongK ong
updated 31 December 1996

total (AIDS)

Gender mde 683 (225)
femde 93 (20)

Ethnicity Chinese 534 (183)
non-Chinese 242 (62)

Transmission  heterosexud 389 (127)
homos=xud 195 (67)

bisexud 46 (20)
Injectingdruguse 14  (4)

blood/bl products 66 (14)

perinad 4 (2

undetermined 62 (11)

TOTAL 776 (245)

Department of Health, Hong Kong




The Task Force on Youth
of
The Committee on Education and Publicity
on AIDS

requests the honour of your presence at

The "Youth Action on AIDS"
Funding Scheme
Prize Presentation Ceremony 1996

to be held at

Red Ribbon Centre

on 2/F Wang Tau Hom Jockey Club Clinic
200 Junction Road East, Lok Fu, Kowloon
on Sunday 23 February 1997 at 3pm

For enquiries, please contact Mr S Y Mak at 23046268

AAAS

AIDSAwarenessAmbassadorsappointed by

CEPAIDS |ast year appeared at theLunar New Y ear
Flower FairinVicotriaPark on 1 and 2 February. They
worked asvolunteersfor AIDSConcernatitsstall in
theFair. Inthemeantime, the Task Forceon Mediaand
Publicity areworkingona
new lineof activitiesfor
arousingpublicawareness
inthecomingyear. (The
Publicity Working Group
has been renamed as Task
Forceon Media &
Publicitysincethe
beginning of theyear). —
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What's on

Charter

noves o0n

THEHongKong
Community Charteron
AlIDShelditsFourth
Signing Ceremony on23
January 1997. Throughthe
effortsof theHongKong
Council of Socid Service,
26 community organisations
havepledgedtosignthe
Charter tosupportits
motivesof providingAIDS
educationintheworkplace
andtofoster asupportive
attitudetowardsthoseliving
withtheinfection. Nineof
theorganisationswere
present at thespecia signing
ceremony held concurrently
withtheLionsmovement
activities. Theweekendalso
featured exhibitionsanda
quizwhichwerewdl|
attended by membersof the
public.
TheCharterisajoint
project of AIDSUnit of
Department of Healthand
LionsClubsInternational -
Hong Kong & Macau
District 303. The
programmewaslaunchedin
December 1994. _
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ACA

On 24 January,Dr Conrad Lam, chairman of the
Council visited TeenAIDS at its centre in the
WareHouse in Aberdeen. Dr Lam and Mrs Atty
Laiof TeenAlDS sharetheirviews and thoughts
with fellow ACA members.

IT isdiffucult to introduce
TeenAl DS without
introducing the Warehouse
located at the Old
Aberdeen Police Station.
Founded in 1992, the
Warehouse is a registered
charity providingfacilities
and activities for teenagers
in Hong Kong. We are sad
to hear that Professor
Frank White, founder of
the Warehouse, had
passed away in December
1996.

MrsAtty Ching Lal,
Director of TeenAIDS s
pleased that her
organisation has been
accomodated within the
Warehouse. She outlined
activites of TeenAlDS and
the changes witnessed in
the past years. Established
in 1995, TeenAIDSisa
relatively young
organisation working on
AIDS awareness in young
people in Hong Kong.

"| started as a
volunteer of TeenAIDS,"
recalled Atty. "When Ms
Anne Anglim, the founder

of TeenAlDS left Hong
Kong ayear ago, | was put
in charge of the group and
its programme." "l like the
chalenge....I like working
with young people.” There
are now over 100 volunteers
working with TeenAIDS.

Y outh programmes are now
regularly conducted in
schools. "At the beginning,
we worked with
international schooals, but
now it'sbasicaly alocal
programme.”

How does TeenAIDS
conduct its activities? Is
there any uniquenessin its
approach. "Teenagers don't
like being lectured (Editor's
note: who do?). We convey
messages through activities,
through games, and through
interacting with them."

Whét is the major
obstacle in providing AIDS
education to young people.
"We need the support of
teachers and principals.
Sometimes they are
sceptical if they don't
understand what we are
trying to achieve. We need

Dialogue

Dialogue is a new section
of ACA Newsdfile devoted
to establishing better links
with people and/or
organisationsworking on
AIDS in Hong Kong

- the editor

to make them fed
comfortable - and very
often with effort, we
succeed." "A good
programme is not about
safer sex, but the skillsto
make informed decision.
Afteral itisnot just AIDS
that we are looking at, but
the wider context of sex
education.”

Is resource a matter
of concern. "We are
relying alot on public
donation, but fortunately
people have been very
supportive of our
activities."

How does Atty fed
about the NGO (on AIDS)
movement in Hong Kong.
"It seems that we are
entering a new phase.
Each NGO iswarking on
one or some specific
issue(s) which together
give a new face to the local
programme." _—

Al DS Unit On-Line

http://www.info.gov.hk/health/aids




