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65" ACA Meseting Agenda

The 65" ACA meeting will be held on 9 January 2009 (Friday) at 2:30 pm
at the DH Conference Room, 21/F Wu Chung House, Wan Chai.

There are three main items on the agenda:

e Proposed Schema of Operation of the Community Forum on
AIDS

e  Capacity Building on HIV Prevention and MSM — Two Visits by
US and Australian Experts

Review of World AIDS Day Activities 2008

' | nterested readers may watch for the next issue
of the ACA Newsfile for more details.

Elﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ E]I

EI‘!‘!‘!‘!‘!‘!‘!‘!‘!‘!HME

Kung Hei Fat Choy!
Wishing you Peace and Prosperity in the year of the Ox!
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(1) Proposed Schema of Operation

The Forum suggested revisions to the terms of reference below
and agreed with the proposed schema of operation.

i.  To enhance communication between ACA and
frontline HIV/AIDS service delivery organisations
and workers,

ii. To examine needs and identify gaps in the commu-
nity;

iii. To recommend measures conducive to promoting
acceptance of people living with HIV/AIDS;

iv. To provide aplatform for collaboration in combating
HIV/AIDS epidemic;

v.  To enhance the quality of HIV/AIDS service through
development of best practices and indicators (new);
and

vi. To advocate and facilitate capacity building with
other relevant parties (new).

a To review and evaluate the implementation of the
“Recommended HIV/AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong 2007-
2011" and to propose the strategies for the next 5 years;

b. To formulate guiding principles and standards for HIV/AIDS
outreach programmes in:

(i) voluntary counselling and testing; and
(ii) peer education and peer counselling.

c. Toorganise alarge scale conference for experience sharing and capacity building.

(I Review of World AIDS Day Activities 2008

The Forum noted the PowerPoint presentation of activities held around the World AIDS Day
2008 by Red Ribbon Centre and other NGOs. Red Ribbon Centre organised the World AIDS
Day 2008 Kick-off Ceremony on 1 December 2008 at Olympian City 2 and aroving exhibition
with 30 exhibition boards at 4 venues at Olympian City 2, Shatin City Hall, Tsuen Wan City Hall
and Central Library. It was aso a collaborative project of NGO, DH, SZ CDC and Macau CDC.
St. John' s Cathedral HIV Education Centre hosted a prayer service for World AIDS Day and its
global impact. Hong Kong A1DS Foundation appeared ina TVB programme
to raise funds for its China AIDS project on 22 November 2008. AIDS
Concern launched an anti-stigma campaign featuring 6 TVB celebrities.

Other NGOs such as Hong Kong Rainbow, Society of Rehabilitation and

Crime Prevention, Hong Kong Red Cross also held World AIDS Day
events.

To be continued on page 3
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[11) Trainingon HIV Prevention in MSM — Consultancy Visitsby USand
Australian Experts

The Forum noted that Red Ribbon Centre had invited 2 teams of overseas expertsto conduct
HIV capacity building and training for AIDS workers in October. Professor Susan Kegeles
isthe Co-director of the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies in University of Californiain
San Francisco. She is aso the principal investigator of the research project named “M -
powerment”. Albion Street Clinic in Sydney, Australia is the World Health Organization
Collaborating Centre for Capacity Building and Health Care Working Training in HIV/
AIDS Cares, Treatment and Support. While appreciating RRC’ s efforts to provide training
for local AIDS workers, members commented that it would be desirable to take stock of the
training need of AIDS agencies and their workers, to cater to the different levels and cate-
gories of staff, and to capture and pool local expertise for sharing of experience.

(V)  Survey on HIV Risksin Male Sex Workers

Findings of aresearch on “Male sex workers (MSWSs) in Hong Kong - Their
work characteristics, sexua health and HIV related risk behaviours’

were presented to the Forum. 141 valid completed questionnaires
were received from 161 MSWs surveyed. The study found that
local MSWs are in genera young (mean age 26.4 years old) and

of a higher education as compared to female sex workersin Hong

Kong. A large proportion of them worked for their own and provided

arange of sexual services including oral sex (80.0%), anal sex (76.6%)
and vaginal sex (64.0%). Inconsistent condom use was reported for al these types of sexua
activities (52.5% oral, 21.9% anal, and 21.3% vaginal). 49.6% claimed that they had sex
with clients after drinking and 36.8% after taking drugs. Only 23.9% and 16.3% of the
M SWsthought that they were of higher risk of contracting STIsand HIV compared to other
men of similar age. 25.7-33.1% of the respondents never checked for HIV and STls.

The research aso showed that better access to condoms at work and higher perceived risk
can predict condom use. However most owners of the sauna and massage parlours avoid
providing condoms on their premises, fearing that its presence can be used as supporting
evidence for commercia sex activities in court. MSWSs aso
refuse to carry condom with them fearing being prosecuted. It
concluded that a multi-strategic approach involving change of
legidation on male sex work, education and support from NGO
is needed. CFA members found the results very informative and
suggested that further analysis of the data be carried out to un-
ravel the behavioural traits of MSWs from different places of
origin for better prevention interventions.

[

~

-

ACA Newsfile Vol 16 Page 3



ACA Newsfile Vol 16 Page 4

Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS Secretariat

5/F, Yaumatei Jockey Club Clinic, 145 Battery Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2304 6100; Fax: (852) 2337 0897; E-mail: aca@dh.gov.hk
Website: http://www.aca-hk.com




