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On the eve of World AIDS Day, the 2004 HIV situation
in China report was launched in Beijing. The report was the
result of a joint effort of the Ministry of Health and the UN
Theme Group on HIV/AIDS. The report describes the HIV
situation as of 2003/2004, and updates on the response of the
country.

It is noted in the report that the situation has differed
widely across provinces. Of the total reports of 89,067 cases
recorded as of the end of September 2004, IDU accounted for
41.3%, followed by paid blood donors (31.1%), heterosexuals
(7.9%) and MSM (0.2%). The HIV prevalence in IDU
averaged 5%-8%, with some areas reaching over 20%. The rate
in commercial sex workers ranged between 3.3% and 6.7%,
depending on locations. Overdl, the estimated number of
people living with HIV/AIDS was 840,000. There are over
50,000 people living with the infection in 7 provinces.

As for the responses to the epidemic, it is noted that
programmes have become better consolidated. In February
2004, a committee was set up under the State Council, which
included the participation of 23 ministries.

The report can be downloaded from the website of the
Chinese CDC National Centre for STD/AIDS Prevention and
Control: http://www.chinaids.org.cn/zhg/index.asp
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Advisory Council on AIDS Secretariat
5/F, Yaumatei Jockey Club Clinic, 145 Battery Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel : (852) 2304 6100; Fax : (852) 2337 0897; E-mail: aca @dh.gov.hk
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HIV/AIDS ~
34 quarter 2004

Reported HIV/AIDS in the 3rd quarter of 2004

+ 73HIVand 14 AIDS
cases, compared to 73 and
13 in the last quarter
* Reported infection: all adults 200
1 71%  male; 66%
Chinese 200
e 56% (41cases) sexually
acquired - 8.2% (6 cases) | (3)
drug users ; 36%
UnknOWn . g 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004
* Cumulative report THIV ms 26103 25530 25269 23143
2457; AIDS 703

= @

49" ACA Mesting

The Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS

(ACA) will meet on 7 January 2005 at its 49"
meeting. There are four maor items on the
agenda:
(1). Epidemiology review of HIV infection in

Hong Kong — HIV Surveillance Report-

2003 Update

(2). The Government’s response to HIV/AIDS
1984-2004 — Legco paper for

Health

Services Panel meeting on 8 November
2004 and minutes of meeting

Supply,
strategies

in

demand and harm
Australia

reduction
prisons —

implementation, cost and evaluation — a
report prepared for the Australia National
Council on Drugs, July 2004

(4). A review of the work of the Advisory

Council on AIDS 2002-2005

HIV/AIDS STATISTICSIN HONG KONG
updated 30 September 2004

This Quarter Cumul ative
HI' 'V Al DS HI V Al DS
Sex Mal e 52 12 1971 607
Femal e 21 2 4386 96
Et hni ciGhlyi nese 48 13 1705 551
Non-Chinese 25 1 752 152
41 13 1937 625
Rout e of TPreaxnusami pindmct s
25 11 1356 476
Het erosexual
15 2 478 119
Homosexual
1 0 103 30
Bi sexual
6 0 81 11
I njecting drug use
/ 0 0 68 20
Bl ood/ bl ood
products recipients
Perinatal 0 0 15 6
Undetermined 26 1 356 41
Tot al 73 14 2457 703
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A Review of AIDS epidemic in Hong Kong for the last 20 years

Annual HIV/AIDS Statistics

1984 — September 2004, Hong Kong (N=2457/703)

Three Time-periods

500 o 2500
0] HIV/AIDS as an
No of cases incurable condition and a new
01 AIDS 2000 public health crisis
o—— Hay
—B— cumulative
01 1500 1 HIV/AIDS treatment available
250 but unsatisfactory; extensive
200 1000 community action; wide media
attention ;
150 .
100 500
© Effective HIV treatment
5 - generally available to patients
O 1584 1985 | 1086|1987 | 1088 | 1989 | 1090 | 1951 | 1902 | 1993 1994 1095 | 1996 | 1997 | 1098|1090 | 2000 | 2001 2002 2003 Y in Hong Kong; concern about
[aios 3 6 | 7 |17 |13 |14 |14 19 |37 |45 |70 |64 |63 |61 | 67 | 60| 53 | 56 | 34 situation in Mainland
lv [ 7 [ |20 [ o 28 |38 | o4 [0 | 72| 70 |04 122 | 1o | 181 | e0 | 219 | 183 | 13| 260 | 220 | 218 .
[cmuiaivel 7 | 53 | 73 | 106 | 134 | 172 | 206 | 266 | 537 | 416 | 520 | 642 | 776 | 557 | 1146 | 1359|1542 | 1755  cous | 2204 2457 ;
e e
r n
Inth tt Reported routes of transmission of HIV
n € past ten years infection
- . * Heterosexual : MSM ratio (in men) has changed from
« A majority of male HIV patients 1:3t0 1:0.56 to 1:0.51 ( ) 9
(>80%) occurred in those aged 25-54 , .
) = Heterosexual transmission the single most important
. risk factor for female infection
* Male <25 persistently accounted for .
b " . . . .
5% of newly reported infections = Transfusion related infection has almost completely
disappeared .
= Male > 55 accounted for 16% of « Perinatal transmission continues to be uncommon, has
reported cases in 2004, compared to resulted in a total of 15 infections overall
10% in the nineties , .
! e HIV uncommon in drug users, but number has risen
after year 2000. s
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Future Challenges for Hong Kong

* New HIV infections would continue to occur

e The risk of HIV outbreaks in drug users
cannot be ignored

= Number of patients requiring treatment
would rise substantially

* There’s the need to target hard-to-reach
populations, including the risk-taking elderly
and youth, and MSM s
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Summarising HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong

September 2004

Estimated prevalence <0.1%
Reported HIV 200 -300/y
Reported AIDS ~ 607y
Cumulative report (HIV) 2457
Estimated no. living with ~3000

HIV/AIDS
Main transmission route

&

Sexual predominantly
Minimal in 1DU
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Sik-ying.

Dr Yeoh Eng-kiong, Dr Mike Sinclair, jj, Zi-mu, Dr David Ho,
Wong Yiu-ming, Mr A, Miriam Yeung, To Chung and Ho

XXXXXXXXXXXXX
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The 0.2- Most Inspiring Persons in Hong Kong AIDS Epidemic Poll organized by the Red
Ribbon Centre between September and November to promote public awareness towards AIDS and
giving support to AIDS patients has come to a close. Selection criteria included how inspiring the
people were and how well their stories could raise awareness and promote acceptance in society.

The poll was divided into two phases - the nomination phase and the polling phase. A vetting
panel selected 10 most inspiring people from about 70 nominations submitted by individuals and

organizations during the nomination phase.

The 10 selected are Dr Yeoh Eng-kiong, Dr Mike Sinclair, jj, Zi-mu, Dr David Ho, Wong
Yiu-ming, Mr A, Miriam Yeung, To Chung and Ho Sik-ying. Dr David Ho, Zi-mu and Miriam
Y eung got the highest number of votes during the polling phase involving more than 700 people.

A presentation ceremony cum exhibition of over 100 posters and hundreds of news articles on
AIDSwas held at the Central Library on 1 December 2004 in support of World AIDS Day.
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Farewell to Dr Michael CHAN

Dr CHAN Kam-tim, Michael, secretary of
the Scientific Committee on AIDS, has resigned
from the civil service since 1 January 2005. As a
speciaist in Dermatology, Dr Chan will go private
practice. The editorial board wishes him every
success in his new venture. Dr WONG Ka-hing, a
staff member of the Specia Preventive
Programme, will succeed him as the secretary.

Staff Members of the Special Preventive
Programme bidding farewell to Dr Michael CHAN.
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