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.Calendar. Youth Funding Scheme
XLIII_Meetlng of t.he entering new phase
Advisory Councilon . . .
THE Youth Action on AIDS Funding Scheme 2002 concluded with a
AIDS (ACA) , : )
930 4 Aoril 2003 Prize Presentation Ceremony on 22 February at the Red Ribbon
~oUpm pr Centre. The function was officiated by Mrs Carrie Y au, Permanent
. Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food of the HKSAR Government.
XX_V" M?et'" of_the The Scheme has been one of themost popular projects
Scientific Committee spearheaded by the Advisory Councilon AIDSthrough aTask Force
on AIDS (SCA) of Y outhof the previous Committee on Education and Publicity on
2:30pm 12March2003 AIDS(CEPAIDS). Each year youth groupswere sponsored to
undertake projectstopromote AlDSawareness in young people, and
X Meeting of the AIDS tofoster apositive atitudetowardspeople livingwith HIV/AIDS. In
Prevention and Care 2002, 13 projects were supported underthe Scheme.
Committee (APCC) reorgax\i/ éﬁa?itcr)]r(le ofthe :
. : 7 :
6:00pm 14 March 2003 Council,theSchemewould ™ th
] fdl under theRed Ribbon RS g ) A
X Meeting of the Centreas anongoing
Committe on programme. & (picture: Mr
PromotingAcceptance Billy Ho passing the torch of the
of People living with Scheme to Rev Chu, Chairman of
HIV/AIDS the Red Ribbon Centre
2:30pm 29 May 2003 Management Advisory Committee
' atthe ceremony on22 February
2003)
Virtual AIDS Office af Hong Kong
PHRBLMAE
www.aids.gov.hk
Honor ary Degr ee 0N
'IN THIS Y Di stingui shed P e
Rev. Fat_her. Alfred J. Deignan, S Department of Healthappointed an
ISS | E . will receive the degreeof Doctor  Expert Panel on HIV of Health
of Social Scienceshonoriscausaat  Care Workers to provide adviceto
we have........ the 166th Congregationof the attendingphysicians of HIV infected
. University of Hong Kongon 20 health care workers, atask
Council News on pages March2003, forhisenormous recommendedin theCouncil's
9& 10 contributionstoeducationinHong  Guidelinesformulatedin 1994.
Focus on pagel12 Kongand Asa. _ Father Deignan isthe chairman of
Father Deignanisno thePand and hasbeen actively
In and around Hong stranger tousworking onAIDSIn  involvedinsolvingcomplexissues
Kong onpagell Hong Kong. Hewas amemberof  relating toHIV infectioninhedth
theAdvisory Council on AIDS careworkersfor almost adecade. &
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Public Consultation

THE Equal Opportunities
Commission (EOC) hasreceived a
number of inquiriesandcomplaints
oninsurancepractices, mainly on
therefusal to provide insurance
coverage,chargingincreased
premiums on the ground of sex or
disability andexcdusionof coverage.
A Discussion Paper hasbeen
publishedby EOC which now
invitesthe publicand theinsurance
industry to provideviewson the
issuesraised by 20thMarch 2003.
Responsesshould bedirected to:
TheEqual Opportunities
Commission
Unit 2002,20th Floor
Convention Plaza, Office Tower
1 Harbour Road, Wanchai
Hong Kong

TheDiscussion paper canbe
viewed on EOC'swebsite & www.
eoc.org.hk &

New Format of

Quarterly Updates

Counci |

MEMBERSinterested intrackingtheHIV stuationin Hong Kong
may wish to notethat effective from the beginning of the year,
quarterly stetisticsderived fromthe HIV/AIDSreporting sysem
wouldbepublishedin e-versiononly. The Special Preventive
Programme of the Department of Health informed that thenew
quarterly report has been considerably expanded andcan be
downloaded fromthe Virtual AIDS Officewww.aidsgov.hk. The
first report covered the situation as of the end of the third quarter of
theyear 2002. Itsa46-page e-report with figures and anadysison
distributionin age, gender, ethnicity and exposure categories.

A brand new annud HIV report isbeing published, which
would bereleasedin bothhard copy and e-verson. &

STAFF CHANGE

EFFECTIVE from 24 February 2003, Mr John Yipleftthe
Department of Health for another posting withinthe
Government. Hisplace hasbeen taken up by Mr
MK Wong, who wouldbe serving asthe Senior
Executive Officer of Specid Preventive Programme,
andthe officer in charge of the ACA Secretariat.
ACA Newsfile wishes both of them every
successin their new career path. &

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics (updated 31 December 2002)
HIV AIDS
total / Q4 2002 total / Q4 2002
Gender male 1637 55 532 5
femde 378 19 81 5
Ethnicity Chinese 1399 48 478 4
non-Chinese 616 26 135 6
Transmission heterosexual 1149 39 406 6
homosexud 332 12 105 2
bis=xud A 3 30 1
injecingdruguse 54 2 10 1
blood/blproducts 68 0 19 0
perinatal 15 0 6 0
undetermined 253 18 37 0
TOTAL 2015 74 613 10
NOTE:
The"totd" refers to the cumul ative total number reported since 1984, under the voluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System. Q4 refers to the period October to December 2002. The"AIDS" number is a subset of the"HIV numbers"
and the two should not be added.
SOURCE:
Specid Preventive Programmes, Department of Hedlth, Hong Kong SAR Government
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CPA meeting

peoplelivingwithHIV/AIDS.

screened by RTHK.

THE Committee on Promoting Acceptanceof Peopleliving with HIV/
AIDS (CPA) meton 25 February 2003 for thefirsttimein thenew
term of officeof the Advisory Council on AIDS (2002-2005).
Theterms of reference of the new Committeeare, to: ()
recommend measures conduciveto promotingacceptance of people
livingwith HIV/AIDS; (b) explore legal and ethical issuesof HIV/
AlIDS and therimplications on societal acceptance; and (c) examine
and recommend regponsesto incidents relating tothe acceptance of

Apartfromstudying and proposingto fine-tunetheschemaof
operation, Membersdiscussed about meansof translatingobjectives
intoaction through strategy devel opment, best practiceidentification,
and therecommendation on possibleevaluation andresearch. The
Meeting examined asurvey report presented by the Hong Kong
Council of Social Service, which studied theawareness, atitudeand
behaviours of social welfare personnd. The Secretariat also prepared
notesfor discussing ona TV programme (AIDSHLE) recently

Membersof the new termare drawn from agencies working on
AlIDScare, academics, professionals, and peoplereflecting theinterest
andrightsof HIV/AIDSpatientsinHong Kong. &

THE Lions Red
Ribbon Fellowship

Scheme fortheyear 2003 is

now openforapplicaion. The
Schemeis acollaborative project
between RedRibbon Centreand
LionsClubslnternational District
303 Hong Kongand Maceo.

TheFellowship schemeis
designedforprofessionalsworking
onHIV/AIDSin Mainland China, to
enable themtofurther their
profess onaldevd opmentthrough
theexecutionof proposed activities,
including visitsand research. By the
end of theyear 2002, 15 fellows
have beensponsored toHong Kong
for periods ranging from two to four
weeks.

Application proceduresare
avalable fromtheVirtual AIDS
Officeataidsgov.hk &

WHO Election

DrJong-Wook Leewas nominated
on 28 January 2003 by theWorld
HealthOrganization'sExecutive
Board for the post of Director-
General of the agency. TheDirector-
General isWHQO's chief technicaland
administrative officer and setsthe policy
for the Organization'sinternational health
work.

Dr Peter Piot of UNAIDSwas one
of the twofinalists in the election. &

I n & ar u

Hong Kopng
AIDS in China 2002
WHEN did US Preddent Bush visit
Chinaand discussed about

collaborationon AlDSprevention
and control?How many casesof
STD were reported? Were the
surveillance systemsfor STD and
AIDS4ill separate? Whatisthe
CIPRA programme?Where and
when didUN Secretary-general
Kofi Ananvisit Chinaand talked
aboutAIDS?

If you areinterested inthe
answersto theabove questions, or
justabout anything that happenedin
Chinaasregardsthecountry's
responseto HIV/AIDS, andthe
situations,youshould read the
article2002

availableat thewebsite of
the National AIDS/STD Centre of
the China Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) at
www .chinaids.org.cn Pressreport
onthelatestHIV situationin China
isdso avalableat the samesite. &

ICAAP2003

MEMBERS may wish to notethe
followingdeadlinesassociated with
theSeventh International Congress
on AIDSin Asiaand the Pacific,
scheduled for 27 November to 1
December2003:

1 April: Abgtract submissionby
post, scholarshipapplication,
complimentary boothforNGOs.
15April: Abstract application
throughinternet

30 June: Early registration with
reducedfee
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REFLECTIONS ON THE 10TH CROI
FEBRUARY 10-14, 2003, BOSTON, USA

Dr KH Wong of Special Preventive
Programme, Department of
Health, contributed this article on
his participationin one of the most
important scientific conferences on
AIDS this year.

THE 10th Conferenceon Retrovirus
and Opportunidicinfections(CROI),
theleadingscientificmeetingonHIV,
washeldinBoston, USA inFebruary
2003. It was an important occasion
for bringing together scientists,
clinicians, and researchersto share
research experience and deliberate
onissues of interest andimportance.
Dr. David Ho, Chair of the
CROI, expressd that the purposeof
this Meeting wasto provideaforum
for trandatinglaboratory andclinical
research into real life medical
applications. The 5-day Meeting
featuredanopeningsession, 7 plenary
lectures, 10 symposia, 184 oral
abstractsand 745poger presentations
(http://www.retroconference.org/
2003/). Technicd though,theMeeting
also had aclear emphasis on the
community and international
dimensionsof HIV epidemic.

Addressing the prevention and
care needs of thedeveloping world
Sub-Saharan Africahascontinuedto
bethecontinent bearing the brunt of
HIV, with 3.5million newinfections
in 2002. New HIV epidemics in
Eastern Europe has also been
spreading rampantly. More so,
treatment remained negligibly
accessible inthese countries Onthe
otherhand, theprovisonof treament
in resource-poor setting with good
outcome was demonstrated to be
feasiblein aUS-assisted projectin
rural Haiti, with the approach of

directly observed thergpy. Itishigh
timeto re-match theintervention tool
of treatment to places mostin need of
it, as issues such asinfra-structural
health support are really not
unsolvable,

Getting the money and system

To provideabroader perspectivefor
tacklingthepandemicintherealworld,
andatingeof tageonfunding, palitics
and system, Mr. William Jefferson
Clinton, the 42nd President of the

United Sates, stressedtimeandagan
in his Keynote speech on the
importanceofintegrating prevention,
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS,
and the need of asystemin placeto
carrythingsforward. Healso dleged
that evidence should overcome
ideology andscienceshouldovercome
politics in the AIDS response.
Furthermore, therewasintroduction
of the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation in oneplenary talk. The
availability of more resources for
HIV/AIDSresponse isundoubtedly
necessary anddesirable; thequestion
remainshowtheutilisationof various
fundscouldbebetter coordinatedand
interfaced.

Advancing scientific frontiers
The Meeting was indeed a good

opportunity toreview andpresent the
latest basic and clinical scientific
advancesin HIV. Cutting across
different fields, such asvirology,
immunology ,clinicd manifesations,
antiretroviral treatment, vaccine
development,clinicalpharmacology
and HIV diagnostics, most
presentations are interesting and
informative. There were many
highlights, including that on HIV
evolution and resigance, vif proten,
RNAI immunopathogenesisimmune
control of HIV, vaccines,HIV entry
inhibitor, hepatitisvirusescoinfection,
clinical trials, cohorts, maternal-to-
child transmission, and treatment
interruption.

Reconciling for Hong Kong

TheresponsetoAIDSinHongKong
hasitsuniqueness. Inthe face of the
scientific advances, the changing
internaland externa environmentsof
HongKongwouldalso impactonthe
future path of AIDS programme.
Sustaining the prevention-care
continuum,breakingthelocalicebergs
of basic and clinical science,
interfacing with Mainland’ s
development of prevention and
treatment programmes arejust some
of the wholelot of quedions. &

Focus
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