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.Calendar.

XLIII Meeting of the

Advisory Councilon
AIDS (ACA)
2:30pm 4 April 2003

XXVIl Meeting of the
Scientific Committee

on AIDS (SCA)
2:30pm 12March2003

X Meeting of the AIDS
Prevention and Care
Committee (APCC)
6pm 14March2003

Happy New Year
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Meeting

Summary
ACA42nd Meeting

intheafternoon of the 10th of

thethree committees)

THE 42nd meeting of the Advisory
Council on AIDS (ACA) washeld

January 2003. Themeeting ddiberated onthree manissues - firgly
theoperdtion of the Council; secondly, interfacingMainland China; and
thirdly the developmentof coreindicators.

For thissecond meeting of the new term, membersreceved the
progressreports fromthe chairmen of two of thecommittees. Mrs
DianaWong of the AIDSPrevention and Care Committee (APCC)
explained tha aninforma meeting had been held earlier on. The
Scientific Committee on AIDS(SCA) had likewisebeenformed.
Apat fromtheoperative mechanian and workplan, the termsof
reference of the two committees werere-examined, revised and
confirmed. (please refer to page 8 for revised terms of reference of

In order to enhancetheeffectiveness of the Council'swork, the
Council resolvedthat gpecial advisers might beidentified andinvited to
supporttheactivities of thethree committees. These advisersshould
betechnical expertsin one of the three fieldsof HIV science,
programmedevelopment, and the ethica issues relating to peopleliving

continued on page 8

The 600000

THE cumulativehitrate of Virtual
AIDSOffice (VAO) hasreached
600,000in January 2003. VAOis
the Government'score webste
whichcontainsinformation
categorisedunder four
programmes- clinical,HIV
preventionandhealthpromotion,
surveillance,andpolicy
development.

The VAO project wasfirst
launchedin January 1996.1n the
first year, some 5000 hits were
registered. The Pagewas
revamped in 1997 and 2001..
Informationisnow presentedin
English, traditionad Chinese, and

mark

simplifiedChinese.

Members could accessVAO
eitherdirectly throughtheaddress
www aids.gov.hk, orthe Council's
desgnatedwebpagea www.aca-
hk.com. VAO is affiliated with
three other sister websites: the
27802211.com(theAIDSHatline
webpage), DSonline.com.hk (Dr Sex
onling),andharmreduction-hk.com
(harm reductionwebpage). R

Viﬂ'uul AlIDS O'Eﬁ?CE of Hong Kong
BPHBELNLE

Advisory Council on AIDS Secretariat
5/F, Yaumatei Jockey Club Clinic, 145 Battery Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Tel: (852) 2304 6100; Fax: (852) 2337 0897
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Quarterly Update

THE Department of Health
announced on 27 January that the
cumulativetotal number of reported
HIV infectionshad passed the 2000
mark.

In the 4th quarter of theyear
2002, 74 personswere positivein
HIV antibody tests bringing the
cumulativetotal number of reported
HIV infectionsin HongKongto
2015.

Ten new AIDS cases were

reported in the samequarter. This
bringsto atotal of 613 confirmed

AIDS casesreported snce 1985.

Of the 74 new HIV cases
reported, 39 acquiredthe
infectionviaheterosexual
contactsand 15 viahomosexual or
bisexual contacts Two cases
involvedinjectiondrug users. The
route of transmission of the
remaining 18 cases were
undetermined dueto inadequate
data. The 74 casescomprised 55
males and 19 females.

Of the2 015 cumulative total
of HIV infectionssince 1984,
around 81 per centof dl have
acquiredtheinfection through
sexual contact, with about 71 per
cent of them through heterosexual
transmisson. Fifty-four infections
haveoccurred anonginjectiondrug
users.

Theten new AIDS cases
involvedfivemadesandfive
females. Sixty per cent of them
wererelated to heterosexual

de mi 0

Ep i

contact.

In thefourth quarter, the
most common presenting AIDS
definingillness wasPneumocystis
carinii pneumonia,closely followed
by Mycobacteriumtuberculosis
infection.

DH monitorsthe HIV/AIDS
situation througha collectionof
survellancemechanismsmaintained
by the Soecial Preventive
programme (SPP). Apart from the
voluntary reporting sy stem that
providesthedatainthisreport, the
other mechanismare:
seroprevalenceprogramme, STD
surveillance behavioural
surveillanceand other gudies.

Quarterly surveillancereports
canbeviewed onthe Virtual AIDS
Officeat www.aids.gov.hk. &

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics (updated 31 December 2002)

HIV

total / Q4 2002

Gender male 1637 55
femde 378 19

Ethnicity Chinese 1399 48
non-Chinese 616 26

Transmission heterosexual 1149 39
homosexua 382 12

bisexud v 3

injectingdruguse 54 2

blood/blproducts 68 0

perinatal 15 0

undetermined 253 18
TOTAL 2015 74

NOTE:

The"totd" refers to the cumul ative total number reported since 1984, under the voluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System. Q4 refers to the period October to December 2002. The"AIDS" number is a subset of the"HIV numbers"

and the two should not be added.
SOURCE:

Specid Preventive Programmes, Department of Hedlth, Hong Kong SAR Government

AIDS

total / Q4 2002
532 5
81 5
478 4
135 6
406 6
105 2
30 1
10 1
19 0
6 0
37 0
613 10
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I n & a
Hong K
Shenzhen AIDS
Strategies

SHENZHEN hasreleased the
Circular of Shenzhen Municipal
People's Government on Printing
and Issuing the AIDS

Containment and Control Act,
2002--2005.

Thedocument (no. 206
2002) waspublished inthegazette
of the ShenzhenMunicipal People's
Government on6 January 2003.
Chineseversion of the
document can beviewed on www.
shenzhen.gov.cn f

aaaaapaan
A BIT FAR but....

AMERICA iscertainly not"inand
around HongKong". Two important
conferenceswould howeverbe held
inthe Statesin thecoming weeks.
Membersmay however be
interested inthe Community
Planning Leadership Summit
(CRLS) 2003, now scheduledfor 12
to 15 Marchin New Y ork. The
CPLSisayearly event participated
by individualsandagenciesworking
onAIDSIin USA. AsHong Kong
haspreviously taken reference from
the community planning processof
the United States, the meeting
thereforemay have special bearing
forus-if you don'tconsder New
Y ork toofar,too expensive. Dr
Homer Tso and Professor CN
Chen had joined the CALSin 2001
(ACA Newsfile vol 8 no. 4).
Further information aboutthe CPLS
2003 canbe availableoninternet
WWW.Nnmac.or g

3rgd Announcement

THEThird Announcementand Call for Abstract of the 7th
International Congresson AIDSin Asiaand the Pacificisnow
avalable. Membersmay wishto visit
the congresswebsiteat www.icaap?.
jpfor furtherinformation. The
Congressisscheduledfor 27
November to1 December2003in
Kobe, Japan.

Peasenotethefollowing
deadlinesif youareplanningtojoin
themeeting: scholarshipapplication1
April 2003; abstract submission1
April2003; early bird registration 30
June2003. &

saentificcommunity onaglobal
scde. The conferenceis chaired by

DrDavid Ho.

Onthesdentific front, the
10th Conference on Retroviruses
and Opportunistic I nfections
would beheld inBostonon10to 14
February. Theconference (rather

Furtherinformation
isavalablefrom

than thelnternational AIDS WWW.
Conference) is consdered oneof retroconference.
themog importantforumfor the org/2003 R

Tentop thingsto watch in 2003

IN the USA, the Nationd Alliance of Stateand Territorial AIDSDirectors
publishes eachyear (intheir NASTAD HIV Prevention Bulletin) theten
top thingsthat should bewatchedon HIV/AIDSin the country. While
Hong Kong differsconsiderably from the Statesin AIDS Stuation and
programmedevedopment, we could takereference from their prioritiesin
context.

For 2003, thetenthings are:
1. Fundingcrisisfor HIV/AIDS programmes;
2. Protecting the Federal Investmentin HIV prevention;
3. Prevention for men having sex with men;
4.Preventionforcommunitiesof colour;
5. Rapid testing and reassessing counsdling, testing and referral
programmes,
6.Smallpox;
7.Abdginenceonly education;
8.HIV preventionintegration;
9. BroadeningsupportforHIV andhepatitis prevention initiatives for
IDUs;
10. New Health Department programmeannouncement and community
planningguidance.

Electronicversgon of the Bulletinis available on the web: www.
nagad.org R
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ACA

continued on page 8

with HIV/AIDS. Special advisers ~ @nimportantstrategy highlightedby

arenotmembers, butthey would the Council forthe years2002 to

also been receivingdl papersofthe  2006. The Centrewaskeen to
committees, andbe asked to adopt asystematic approachin

rovideinputon ificissues cagpacity-building thatwould not
zrisi ngin 5} ec ou?pszcof the only be cost-effective, but could
committeas work . benefit technical peoplefromboth

Rev Chu presentedthe HongKong and Mainland China.
profile of thework of the Red . Findlly,Memberswere
RibbonCentreininteractingwith ~ PriefedontheUnitedNations

Generd Assembly Soecial Session

Mainland China. Asthe chairman
of the Centrés Management on HIV/AIDS (UNGASS), aforum

Advisory Committee, hewas attendedby 189countriesin1991
thankful tothe commitmentofthe  théthadled UNAIDSto propose

Department of Health and Centre thedevelopment of a set of core
steff inthedevelopment of arange indicatorsformonitoring national

of programmesto build capacity of ~ d globa progress The Council
peopleworking onHIV/AIDS, resoIV(_adthat HongKong should
includingthosefromMainland teke thisasan opportunity to adopt
China. There're fivemainty pesof thesarnef_ra}me/york mmqmtorlng
capacity-buildingactivities- AlIDSactivitiesin theterritory.
telowshipforindividuals,special ~ Department of Hedthwould be
workshopsorganiseduponrequed, charggdwlththlsreqoons b|||ty,_on
trainingcourses consultanciesand  theprinciple tha, asfar as possible,

technical forums. Thishasevolved ~ €Xisingmechanismsshouldbe
to beamodel forinterfacing China, tapped to collect thenecessary data

for deriving theindicators.
TheCouncil meetingwas
attended by DrHomer Tso
(charman), Dr Margaret Chan
(vice-chairman)and thefollowing
members:. Prof CN Chen (chairman
of Committee onPromoting
Acceptanceof Peopleliving with
HIV/AIDS), MsChristine Fang,
Prof DianaMak, MrsDianaWong
(chairman of AIDS Prevention and
Care Committee), Prof Wong
Lung-tak, Dr Patrick Li, Prof Peter
Lee, Dr Richard Tan, Prof Sara
Ho, Dr Susan Fan, Rrof TH Lam,
Prof YL Lau (chairman of
Scientific Committee on AIDS),
Rev Chu Yiu-ming, MrThomas Yiu
(representing Secretary for Health,
Welfare and Food) Dr Lawrence
Lai (representing Chief Executive
of Hospitd Authority), Ms Ophelia
Chan (representing Director of
Social Welfare Department) and Dr
CH Lee(representing Secretary for
Education andManpower) R

revised TERM S OF REFERENCE

1. To advise on theeffective surveillance of HIV/
AIDS, and the monitoring of thesituation asit
relatesto Hong Kong;

2.To advise onthedeve opment of effective
clinical and publichealth programmeson HIV/
AIDSinHong Kong;

3.Toestablish rationaleand developprinciples
ontheeffective prevention, treatment and

control of HIV infectioninHong Kong;

4. To promotethe development of research - -

agendaon HIV/AIDSand itsrelated research | | ]
areasinHong Kong; and — ®

5.To promoteregional and international '
collaboration of research activitiesin HIV/ oo
AI DS P R NN ol
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Scientific Committeeon AIDS AIDS Prevention and Care

1. To assessthe needs of thecommunity on
prevention and careprogrammes onHIV/AIDSIn

Committee

HongKong;
2.Toidentifyand
promotebest practices
inHIV preventionand
care;and

3. Toneéwork and
harness thecapacity of
agenicesonHIV
preventionand carein
HongKong.
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