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.Calendar. | I Forming"New" Committees
XXXXIl Meeting of the
Advisory Councilon

THEAdvisory Council on AIDS hasresolvedto form the samethree
committeesasin the previousterm, which are, the Scientific

AIDS (ACA) Committee on AIDS (SCA), AIDS Prevention and Care

2:30pm 10 January2003 Committee (APCC) and the Committee on Promoting Acceptance
of Peopleliving with HIV/AIDS (CPA). While the names have

XXVI Meeting of the remained unchanged, theterms of referencearebeing revised. The

Scientific Committee meansof gopointing members to thecommitteeshavealso been

on AIDS (SCA) refined.

2:30pm 10 December2002 How can one become a member of the oneor more of the

committees? Thereare four pathways Firstly,individuals
representing selectedagenciesworking on HIV/AIDSare nominated

Informal Fre-meeting and then gppointedto a committee. Thisis oneimportant channel of

ofthe A! DS membership appointment for the APCC. Secondly, thereare those
Preven_tlo nand Care who represent theinterest of selected communities, for examplethe
Committee (APCC) vulnerableor priority communities as defined by the community
6pm 29 Novermber 2002 planning process for appointmenttothe ARCC. The same category

N\ also indudesthose reflecting specific expertise for the CPA and

j = SCA. Thirdly, dl ACA members are invited to join a member of one
or more of thecommittees Lastly, the committeechairmen, onthe
recommendations of the committees, could co-opt membersto the
regpectivecommittees.

4 October wasa particularly busy month for the committee
| N T H | S I SSU E charsand the secretariat towork out the procedures for forming the
' committees. For the first time, the Council isinviting the Hong Kong
we have....... Coalition of AIDS Service Organisations (HK CASO) to nominate
) individualswho couldreflect theinterest and needs of peoplein the
Council Newson page seven communitiesthat they havebeen very familiar withduring the
51and 52 communityplanning process.
Itis hoped that thenew membership would givethe
Inandaround H ong committees the new driving forceto face up the new challengesof
Kong on page53 thenew term! So watch out! And for ACA memberswho havenot
FOCUS onthe Pearl yetretumed the 'dection form' please do that as soon aspossible. &
River DeltaWorksnop —
onpage54 Virtual AlDS Office www.aids. reductionin HongKong
gov.hk - The core clearinghouse
N O=@=B=&=ll=" onA|DSinformation Dr Sex Hotline www.DSonline.
com.hk - The animated version of
27802211.com(www.27802211.  Dr Sex Hotline. It'sthe sex
U$fUI Hong Kong com) - Theweb verson of the education part of theAIDS
webstes AIDSHoatlinewith games, infoand ~ programmewith alot of information

presented in aninteresting and

For new members, the following are Q&A : ) :
interactiveenvironment.

authenticwebdgtesfor ]

understandingtheHIV/AIDS Harm Reduction Pagewww. _ _
situationsandprogranmesinHong  harmreduction-hk.com - Advisory Coundl onA1DSwww.
Kong: informationonthe ABCsof harm  gca-hk.com -thelink toall! &
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How about task forces?

THE Council hasresolved tha task forces or subgroups of the
committeeswould not normally beformed unlessabsolutely News
necessary. If there areissues or tasks that could be best dealt with
through the focused attention of a amaller number of people, such
forumscouldbe coordinatedby a representative organisation or

More Council

that aninteragency group can be esablished onatimelimited Secretaries
basis. Under such circumstances, task forcesare no longer the THECouncil
subsidiaries of the committees. Thiswould givemaximum i\é Secretariat would
flexibility to task forcestopursue their tasksefficiently. In order like toadvise that
toavoid thecumulation of unnecessary adminigrativework, the L\_/ J MrJohn Yipwould
Council Secretaria would notundertake to providesupportas continueasthe
'secretary ship'tosubgroups under committees. administrative
Asan example, the Task Forceon Youth has since secretary of the
initited changesinthe accountability system. Theoperations-charged threecommittees (SCA, CPA and
task forceis seeking affiliation with the Red Ribbon Centreto APCC)for thethird term of office.
continueits'tasks' of publishing the"Networking V oice" for youth For each committee aprofessional
workers, and thecoordination of the"Y outh Action on AIDS' staff of Special Preventive
Funding Scheme thathas been facilitating theinvolvement of young Programmewouldprovidetechnical
peoplein projects onHIV/AIDSawareness, prevention and the support, and thereforefunction as
promotion of acceptancein the |ast ten years. joint secretary with MrYip. They
With the formation of the new committeesand the new modus gper andi, the are: Drwy Wan (APCC), Dr
ACA system s looking forward toa mare streamlined approachin effectively Michael Chan (SCA) and Dr Kelvin
developing future strategies on HIV prevention , care and control inHong Kong. & Low (CPA). R
Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics (updated 30 June 2002)
HIV AIDS
total / Q2 2002 total / Q2 2002
Gender male 1524 55 510 11
femde 339 10 75 4
Ethnicity Chinese 1298 50 459 13
non-Chinese 565 15 126 2
Transmission heterosexual 1067 39 388 12
homosexud 351 11 101 3
bisexud 83 1 29 0
injectingdruguse 48 2 9 0
blood/blproducts 68 0 19 0
perinatal 14 0 6 0
undetermined 227 12 33 0
TOTAL 1863 65 585 15
NOTE:
The"totd" refers to the cumul ative total number reported since 1984, under the voluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting Sy stem. "Q2" refers to the period March to June 2002. The"AIDS" number is asubset of the"HIV numbers" and
the two should not be added.
SOURCE:
Specid Preventive Programmes, Department of Hedlth, Hong Kong SAR Government
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in & around

Hong Kong

STI1 Guidelines

The Recommendationsin Case
Management of Sexually
Transmitted Infections (STIs) in
Hong Kong 2002 isan updated
version of theclinica and public
healthprotocolsin themanagement
of STD in Hong K ong published by
theSocdial Hygiene Service,
Department of Health. Thenew
documentcanbe downloaded from
the Virtual A1 DS Office at
www.aids.gov.hk &

VISITOR

DR JOAN MacNeil of the Family
Hedthlnternational wasin Hong
Kongin thefirstweek of October.
She met with Dr SSLee, Secretary
ofthe HongK ong Advisory Coundil
on AIDSand alsodirector of the
Red Ribbon Centre - UNAIDS
Collaborating Centrefor Technical
Support. The visit was part of the
fact-finding mission of FHI to
exploremeansof collaboration
between agencies. { (appearing
in the picture are, from left to
right: Dr Joan MacNeil, Dr SS
Lee and Miss Victoria Kwong of
the Red Ribbon Centre)

members.

activities.

to theCentre.

Hong Kong andtheregion. &

DrHomer T, the Council Chairman,
wasinterviewed by Mr Lo Chiu Fai of the
Red Ribbon Centre Management Advisory
Committee. Dr Richard Tan, aCouncil
member, talked with DrSamuel Yu abouthis
"history" of joining HongKong'sAIDS

Inthe sameisaue, MissAnnaWu, an
activemember ofthe Committeeon
Promoting Acceptance of PeopleLiving with
HIV/AIDS, and Miss Christine Feng, anew
member of our Councdil, both gaveamessage

Occasional review

THERed Ribbon Centre has just released it
annual reportto cover itsactivitiesforthe
year 2001. Thereisaspecial INTERVIEW
sectionwhich, coincidentally, couldbea
useful reference for ACA memberswho
wish to know moreabout their fellow

Red Ribbon Centreis an initiative of
the Department of Health's Special
Preventive Programme. It became an
UNAIDSCollaborating Centrein 1998, and
iscurrently afocal pointfor peopleand
agenciesworking on HIV/AIDSherein
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ACA

The Pearl
Phenomenon

THE ThirdWorkshop on HIV
Surveillance and Epidemiology in
the Pear| River Delta Region
would be heldfrom7 to 9 of
NovemberinShenzhen.

For memberswho are new to
the AIDSfield, you may be puzzled
by the'identity’ of thisworkshop,
thefirg one of whichwasheldin
Macao in 1998and thesecond one
in2000. Thebiennial workshopis
neither anofficial nor an informal
meeting. It's atechnical workshop
involving delegatesworking on HIV
survelllanceandepidemiology inthe
citiesin theRegion. A very open
attitude hasbeenadopted inthe last
two meetingsby welcoming the
paticipationof whoeveris
interested.

Thehistory of thisworkshop
seriescould bedated back to 1996
when theAdvisory Councilon
AlIDSorganisedthe first Hong
Kong AIDSConference The
participationof sometechnical
peoplein theregion, through the
encouragement of DrJames Chin, a
renowned epidemiologist, endedin
the organi sation of theworkshop.
The number of citiesjoining the
workshop hassince increased. For
theupcomingmeeting, therewould
betheparticipationof 13 cities
including HongKong and Maceo.
Hong Kong hasalwaysbeen, andis
still,the mgordriving forcein
setting up thisinteresting forum.

From thebrochure,it canbe
noted that the agendahas been

increasinginboth breadth and
depth. In the past therewere
discussionson HIV gtuétions,

prevalence data anddebates onthe

implicationsofcollecting
behaviourd data. Inthecoming
workshop, therewouldbe
presentationsand discussionsona
few newtopics.

Thenew topicsforthe
workshop are (@) the profileof
opportunisticinfections including
(and emphasising)tuberculos's
coinfection and Penicillium
mar neffei infections; (b) molecular
epidemiology; and(c) perinatal
infectionsandthe preventionof

mother-to-childHIV transmission.
The citieswould, asin the previous
workshops, presenttheHIV
situationsand exchange viewson

behavioural datacollected in the last

years.
Beforeclosing, onelast

sessionwould be devotedto the

promotionof discussionsabout the

common pattern (if any) of theHIV

infectionsin the Pearl River Ddta

Region. Therehadbeen suggestions

of developingacommonsdtuation
report (something like amap) for

>

theregion. Thiswould beadifficult
but meaningful task for technical
peopleworkingonHIV/AIDSIn
HongKongand thenei ghbouring
cities.

Oneuniquefeature about the
comingworkshopistheexclusive
useof Chinese asthe medium of
presentationanddiscussions.
Ancther featurewould bethe
absenceof any invited speakers
fromoverseas. While thereare
drawbacksbecauseof such
arrangement, the forumcan
become avery focused eventfor
enabling people inthe regionto
exchange views on awide range of
related subjects. Afterall, the
geographica boundariesbetween
thecitiesarebecoming blurred. Itis
meaninglesstotalk theHIV
situationin Hong Kongwithout
addressing whatis happening next
door.

Findly, onadministration.
Theworkshopisnotan official
function of theACA, though ACA
has beengivingthebacking dl the
times. Besureto joinit. The
registrationfee isjust RMB300,
which you can pay & the door.
There are no sponsorsfor the
event, andyour activesupportis
appreciated. And, weshouldall
feel proud of this project - we
pioneeredthisPearl River Delta
concept before many peoplein the
commercial sectoror industry
began their navigation!

SSlee

TheAdvisory Council on AIDS WebsiteWWW. aCa- hk COm
[ |
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