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Special Feature: International AIDS Confer ence 2002

Introducing the Barcelona Conference

THEInternational AIDS
Conferenceisthelarges global
conference on all agpectsof HIV/
AIDS. The Conference was
organisedas an annual scientific
eventbetween 1985and 1994, and
isnow held every two years
through theefforts of the
International AIDSSociety, co-
sponsorsand local organisers.

The X1V Conference was
held between 7 and 12 July 2002 at
thePalau S Jordi and Firade
Barcdona, Span.Manyindividuds
and agencieswereinvolvedinthe
organisation of theConference,
includinggponsors cooperating
organisations,andthefollowing co-
organisers—theGlobd Nework of
Peopleliving with HIV/AIDS
(GNP+), International Community
of Women livingwith HIV/AIDS,
International Council of AIDS
Service Organisations(ICAS0),
JointUnited NationsProgrammeon
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), and the
SpanishNetwork of non-
governmentalorganisations
“Red2002".

Thethemeof the X1V
Conferenceis” Knowledgeand
commitment for Action” . Asa
mgorinternationa eventof the
year, the Conference had attracted
over 15000partici pantscoming
from all over theworld.

Themaingod of the
Conference wasto ensurethat
knowledgegainedfrom scienceand
experience wastranslaed into
action. The principal objectives
were, accordingtothe” Barcelona
Framework” :

@ tomantainandincreasethe sciertific
quality of the meeting;

(b) tointegrate science and action;

(c) tohighlight preventionscience;

(d) tohighlightthe burdenof intravenous
druguse inthe pandemic; and

() tofacilitate participationfrom all
around the world, including countries
inLainAmericaandthe Carribean.

TheXIV International AIDS
Conference, like theprevious
conferences, is composed on both
scientificactivitiesand community
programmes. The Opening Ceremony
and Closing Ceremony featured
speeches by guests of honour and
cultural performances. These, together
with thedaily plenaieshy state-of-art
experts, wereheld a the Palau St Jordi,
whichwas a20-minutewalk fromthe
conference centre.

Themain programmesof the
Conference wereoral and poster
presentations centering on seven
tracks all ocated to two components of
Science from TracksAto E, and
Action from TracksF and G. A total of

This issue of the ACA
Newsfileis devoted to the
reporting on the
International AIDS
Conference recently held
in Barcelona.

10430 abdractshad been received of
which1711 were rejected. The 504
highest scoring abstracts were
organised into oral track sessions, the
next 168 into oral poster presentations,
5240 forposterexhibitions and 2807
included onlyinthe CD-Rom

(“ published abstracts’). The tracks
were;

Basicscience

Clinicd sciences and care
Epidemiology

Preventive Sciences

Social Sciences
Interventionand programme
implementation

Advocacy and policy

The Conferenceal so featured
symposiaon selected topics, seniors
| ectures, commercial and non-
commerdal exhibitions. Satellite
meetings were set up by community and

commerdal organisations. {
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Hong Kong's
Participation

REPRESENTATIVESandindividuals
fromgovernment units, NGOs, and
universitiesfrom Hong Kong were
present at the Barcelona Conference.
There wereatotal of over 20 delegates
— the precise number isnot known!

A total of 25 abstractsfrom or
on Hong Kong werelisted inthe CD-
Rom. Sixteen of these wereposters, and
there were no oral presentations. A
skill-building workshop wasorgani sed
by AIDS Concern.

Asinthe previousyears, the
Hong Kong AIDS Foundation set up
an exhibition boothat the Conference.
They also hosted asatellite meeting
titled “ A global responseto the
problemsof AIDSfrom Chinese
communities’ . Themeeting wasatended by
over 200 participants. Three PWA s (peopleliving
withHIV/AIDS) fromHong K ong Beijingand
Taipei poke at the occasion. The meetingalso
witnessed the inauguration of the Global Chinese
AIDS Network by the HongKong AIDS

Foundation. R

ATF Workshops: Council
Preparing the
community for a News

new funding system

TWOworkshopsorganised by the AIDS Trug Fund (ATF) onthe
new funding mechanismwereheld at the lecture room of the Red
Ribbon Centreon the 28" June 2002 and 16'" July 2002. Both were
attended by over 50 participantsfrom many organisations. They were
thereto understand the proposed new funding changes andthelikdy
effectsthat might bring about to their organisations theirclientsand
thecommunity.

Chairmanof the Council forthe ATF, Professor L eung Nai-kong, had
highlighted the needs for anew funding system inopening the firstworkshop. The
changeswerein linewith the proposals madeinthe 1998External Consultancy
Report commissioned by the ACA andtheits recommendedStrategies for1999 to
2001. The new gpproach wauldincorporate a technical review processand aimed at
enharcing accountability and programmeeffectiveness. During these 2workshops,
Mr. Peter Kwok, representing thesecretary of the cauncil for the ATF, had given the
audiencesthe overviewof key funding changesaswell asthe detals of the new
funding gpplication. He had also stimulated discussions betweenthe ATF Cauncil and
the community groups. In addifion, Professor WT Chan and Dr. Dennis Wong of the
City University shared their experience with the audiencesonthe practical aspect of
programme evaluation during these workshops. R

and the two should not be added.
SOURCE:

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics (updated 31 March 2002)

HIV AIDS
total / Q1 2002 total / Q1 2002
Gender male 1469 A3 499 8
femde 329 9 71 2
Ethnicity Chinese 1248 A 446 10
non-Chinese 550 9 124 0
Transmission heterosexual 1026 23 376 7
homosexua 340 5 98 1
bisexud 87 2 29 1
injectingdruguse 46 2 9 0
blood/blproducts 68 0 19 0
perinatal 14 0 6 0
undetermined 217 11 33 1
TOTAL 1798 62 570 10
NOTE:

The"totd" refers to the cumul ative total number reported since 1984, under the voluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System. "Q1" refers to the period January to March 2002. The"AIDS" number is asubset of the"HIV numbers"”

Specid Preventive Programmes, Department of Hedlth, Hong Kong SAR Government
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Messages,

THEInternaional AIDS
Conferencehadbeen gradudly
evolvingfrom ascientific meetingto
acommunity forum. It sahuge
conferenceand wasdivided into
two main programme areas—one
focusing on sciencesand the other
ontheprogrammatic and
community responses. Thelatter
part wasbecoming amore
importantfeature of the biennial
Conference.

Whilevery littlescientific
advanceshad been presented atthe
Barcelona Conference, therewere
consolidationsonthe gpplicationsof
highly activeantiretroviral treatment
(HAART) asanintegral component
of national HIV programmes.

“ Saling up” wastheterm
repeatedly coinedat the
Conference, echoing theWorld
Health Organisation’ spledgeto
increase thenumber of peopleon
treatmentin thedeveloping worldto
afew millionsinthecoming years.
Theprovisionof freeHAART in
Brazil had becomea’ bestpractice’
inHIV programmedevel opment.
Home to six hundred thousand HIV
positiveindividuds,the country had
been able toprovidetreatmentto
some120000,using 15antiretroviral
drugs, eight of which were
produced by thecountry itself.
Unfortunately suchprovisionin
Ada,incuding China,was illvery
sketchy.

Vaccinedevelopment had
beengaining momentumin thelast
yeas. Itappeared likely that they
wouldbecomeavalableinthe
market in thecoming years. There
wereactive discussionson how
vaccinescouldbeused, knowing
that they would not be the only
answer to theepidemic. Tragicdly
thepandemichad continuedto

lessons...... from

grow. UNAIDSreleased its update
report just prior to the Conference.
Thespread oftheinfectionin
China, Central and Eastern Europe
wereparticularly worrisome.In
lightof theexplosive spread in drug
users,harm reductionoccupieda
prominent positionin the
Conferenceagenda.
Onthemoreclinical aspect,
thepreviousstrategy of“ Hit hard,
hit early” hadclearly givenway to
hitting hard butnottoo early. CD4
count was recognised asthe most
importantmarkerfor prompting the
initiation of treatment. New
preparationslike T20had received
considerableattentionby
participantsandwerereportedin
themedia. Withtheincreasng
accessof the developingworldto
HAART,there’ rededgnated
sessionstodiscuss aboutthe
indicationsof treatmentwhere
resourcewaslimited.
Whilebreakthroughswere
unlikely, discussonshadfocusedon
thedevelopment of strategic
approachin, forexample, the
implementationof programmes
addressingthe prevention-and-care
continuum, effectivealocation of

the Conference

resources, the role of the newly
edablished Globd Fund forfighting
AIDS, TB and Malaria(GFATM),
and advocacy. TheCorferencewas
attended by influentid peopleincluding the
ex-president of the United State Bill
Clinton, Sauth Africa’ sNelsonMandela, to
name afew. Julio Frenk, the Minister of
Healthof Mexico, expressed that the time
had come for systematising and sharingto
play the key positions in national HIV
programmes.

Therewasnotably one major
missinglink inthis hugeconference—the
perspectivein Ada. The Barcelona
Conferencewouldin future beremembered
asanAIDS Conference of andfor theL atin
World. Ithas focussed theworld' s attention
onsuch countriesas Spainand Brazil. The
Sciencesin the western world provided the
backdrapfor linkingevidence withaction.
There were ome discussionsabout Africa
to follow up onthe what had been initiated
in Durbanin2000. Central and Eastern
Europe hadreceivedlittle attertion, which
could easily be feltfrom the frustrating tone
of their presenters. Evenless was covered
in Asia, except for the vaccine study in
Thailand. Perhapsthe K obe Conference for
the Asiaand Pacific in 2003 wouldfill this
obviousgap, aswell asthe Bangkok
international corferencein2004. &
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More

lunch a

requisite to

reporting on the post-conference Feedback Seminar

MORE lunch (informal gathering)
would bethekey to a successul
HIV progranmein HongKong -
that's perhaps oneof the interesting
conclusion madeby different
speakers a the Feedback Seminar
organised by the Advisory Coundcil
onAIDSon 26 July 2002, at the
Lecture Theatre of SCOPE, City
University of HongKong.

Themid-summer heatand
theoccasional torrential rainfall
have not deterred the over 60
participantsfrom comingto the
seminar. Dr DennisWong, oneof
thepresenters, expressed that he
had more chancesof dining with
local groupsin Barcelonathanin
Hong Kong, a samefeeling echoed
by Dr Homer Tso, chairman of the
Advisory Council onAIDSwho
charedthe ssminar. Inasmall
placelikeHong Kong,everyone
agreed that it'simportant to bring
expertisetogether. Despite thelow
HIV rate, we should become better
equipped to guard againg amajor
epidemic, and beready to shareour
experienceswith othersaround the
world.

DrWong, who represented
theManagement Advisory
Committee of theRed Ribbon
Centre, proposed tostrengthen our
effortsin building cgpacity of people
working onHIV/AIDS. There
should dsobemore collaboration
between GO(government
organisations)andNGOs Joint
community action,jointresearch
would beother importantideason
theagenda, on top of theneed to
ensurecontinuedfunding.

Our ethical respongbilities
werehighlighted by MissLoretta
Wong of AIDSConcern, who

scaling up ?

mrrrrrrrrd | ]

Dr Homer
Tso chairing
the
Feedback
Seminar to
promote
commun-
ication
among AIDS
workers
after the
Barcelona
Conference

touched upon theroleof advocacy
inAlIDSprogrammedevel opment.
Theagency's effortsin setting up a
skill-buildingworkshopatthe
Conferencewasacknowledged.
Lorettaurged participantsto come
together before thenext biennial
conferenceto reflect on what we
have doneinthetwo year interval.
Toaddvalueto conference
participation, shealso gppededto
participantsto bringconference
messagesto thecommunities
they'reworking with.

TheSeminaralsofeaturedthe
presentation of Dr KM Hoof Special
Preventive Pragramme of the Department
of Health. Hegave anoverview o the
highlights of the Conference, reminded the
audience of the quates by celetrities,
stressed the importance of the prevention-
and-care cortinuum, and elaborated onthe
needto have good documertationto
facilitate programmemonitoring and
evaluation.

Ms Rita Chung of the AIDS
Clincal Service of the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital presented her perspectivesof the
Corference, coveringadvancesincare,and

issuesranging fromHIV preventionin the
community to the prevention strategy
targeting people living with HIV/AIDS. Dr
MP L ee from the same unit explained the
scientific advancesinHIV managementand
the optimism in the international
community in bringingHIV vaccinestothe
field.

Unfortunately, there wasso much
enthugasm thatthe programme had
overrun,and there wasinsufficienttime for
discussion. Tomany, thecoffee break was
about as fruitful as listening to the
presentations. The Seminar hesofferedan
opportunity for like-minded people to
come tagether, for the new to meetthe old,
andfor ideasto be exchanged at nocost.

Inconcluding, the Chairman
expressed that the holding of a regional
conferencein Hong Kong may serveto
bringlocal effortsin focus. He also
appealed toall for settingup more
communicationchannelsfor people
workingon HIV/AIDSto cometogether. In
abusy fast-paced society like Hong Kong,
thesemay bethereal challengeto usall,
especially inlight of the need toscale-up, a
commonly used term at the Barcelona
Conference. &
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