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.Calendar.

XXXXth Meeting of the
Advisory Council on AIDS

(ACA)
2:30pm 21 June 2002

IXth Meeting of the AIDS
Prevention and Care
Committee (APCC)

6pm 6 June 2002

XXVth Meeting of the
Scientific Committee on

AIDS (SCA)
to be advised

Vliith Meeting of the
Committee on Promoting
Acceptance of People
Living with HIV/AIDS (CPA)
2:30pm 23 May 2002

THISisthe
p— 100th issueof
] ACA _
Newdfile.
— Haveyou got
- alinyour
— cabinet?
—
World AIDS

Campaign 2002-03

STIGMA & DISCRIMINATION
isthe theme of the two-year World
AIDSCampaign2002-2003.
Stigmaand discrimination are
themajorobstacesto effective
HIV/AIDS preventionand care.
Fear of discrimination may prevent
peoplefrom seeking treatment for
AIDSor fromacknowledging their
HIV stauspublicly. People with, or
suspected of having,HIV may be

Highlights of this issue: N

%  39th Council Meeting on page 16
% HIV elsewhere on page 17
% Why a conference on page 18
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THE ACA Newsfile cdebratesits 100th issue by focusing onthe
concluding part of thenew processof strategy development undertaken
by theCoundil, andby bringing to readers attention theemerging global
perspectivesin combating HIV/AIDS.

Inthe last 9x months, the Council and its Secretariat have been
devotingtime, energy and effortsto putforward anew strategy
document for thecoming sx years Some raised the use of the document,
while othersgpplauded theconsensusachievedamong thevarious parties
and peopleworking on HIV/AIDS. Afterall, as has been explanedinthe
draftdocument, the AIDS programmein Hong Kong isactually a
collection of activities organised by many agencies. Thegrowth of this
virtual programmerequiresthe support of dl who are involved. It's noted
tha the strategy deve opment processisa continuous one that has laged
foryears, with theinput of everyone intheprogramme.

ACA Newsfile also bringsthe Global Fund (page 17) intofocus.
While Hong Kongisnotalikely beneficiary of thenew fund, thereare
lessonsthat wecould all learn - theimportance of effective allocation of resources,
techrical review, andthe politicd commitment.Withthe same mindset, we reproduce the
following announcmert of the UNAIDS on the coming World AIDS Campaign (p. 15),
andremind reacersof theupcoming International AIDS Conference(p.17), andthe
debates of theCouncil about the needfor aregional conferencein Hong Kong.(p.18). Are
you ready toconsider the role of Hong Kong ona broader persepctive? - editor

tumed away from health care
services, deniedhousing and
employment, shunnedbythear
friendsand colleagues, turned down
forinsurancecoverage or refused
entry into foreign countries Insome
cases they maybe evicted from home by
their families, divorced by their spouses,

be trying to cope with the death of their
parentsfrom AIDS.
Withitsfocusonstigma and
discrimination, the Campagnwill encourage
peopleto break the silence and thebarriers
toeffective HIV/AIDS preventionandcare.
Only by confronting stigma and
discriminationwill thefight againstHIV/

andsuffer physical violence or evenmurder.  A|DShewon.
Thestigmaattached toHIV/AIDSmay [from UNAIDS webpage at www.
extendinto thenext generation, placingan  ynaids.org]

emotional burden onchildrenwho may also
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THE 39th Meetingof the Advisory
CouncilonAlDSwasheldinthe
afternoon of 22March 2002. Apart
from afew outstanding issues
arising from thelast meeting, the
main focuswasto pave the way for
therevison of the draft
recommendedstrategies.

Thefirst paper wastitled
"DerivingHIV epidemiology
fromthe reporting systemin
Hong Kong". DrKelvin Low of
theCoundil Secretariat
introduced Memberstothe HIV/
AIDSreporting systemin Hong
Kong.Despitethelimitations this
consigentmechanism has
allowed HongK ong tostudy the
trend of theinfectionsover the
years. Daacollected had lent
supporttotheemphasisonthe
following priority areas, against
thebackground of agenerally
low HIV prevalence sexually
transmitted infection (ST1)
paients, menhaving sex with men
(MSaM), injectiondrug users (IDU),
and youngpeople. Therdevanceof
commercial sexandhumanmobility
washowever less direct.

Inresponseto theinquiry on
thepotential of expanding thescope
of the system to capturemore
usefulinformation, it'snoted that
surveillanceisapublichealth
mechanism whichneed tobe kept
simple, condstentandregularised
(in contrast to research projects
whichcould beorganised fromtime
totime). Thereporting sysem
wouldneed tobe supplemented by
other epidemiologyinstruments
includingseroprevalence
monitoring, STl surveillanceand

%39th

Council

behaviourdsurveillance.

Dr Low's presentation was
followedby an examination of the
responsesof thecommunity and
variousagenciesto the
recommended grategiesdevel oped
by theCouncil. Mr John Y ip took
Membersthrough thevarious

forumsconstructed tocollect views

onthe ealy draft - meetings of the
threecommittees, theopen forum,
and thewritten submissionsby 13
organisationsandindividuals All
submissionswere tabledfor the
examinationof Council Members.
Thesesubmissionsandthe collected
viewsformed thebag s for revisng
thedrategy paper.

The Council discussedabout
thetrandation of the regponsesto
thefollowing proposed changesto
thedraft: (a) a section onthe
progranmehad beenadded,
agreeing that thisshould not be a
detailed description of all agencies
and activitiesinHong Kong; (b) the
gender perspectivewasinserted to

M eeting

becomeone of the principles; (c)
guantifiedindicatorswerenot
provided in the description of the
targets; (d) the means of effectively
interfacing the Mainlandhad been
expandedtoincludecommunity
participationsandthedevel opment
of forumsfor networking; (€) anew
section wouldbe appendicedto
acknowledgetheinputof
contributorsinthe community
towardsthe development of the
new strategies.

TheMedingthen debated
the pros andconsof holding a
regional AIDSconference. It
wasresnlvedthat the Council
supported in principle thatHong
Kong hogaregional AIDS
Conferencein 2005.The
argumentsarelistedin FOCUS
on thelag pageof thisissue's
ACA Newsfile.

Beforeclosing, the Chairman
reminded Membersthat the next
mesting (40th) would bethe last
onefor the current term of office,
which hasbeen scheduledfor 21
June2002. &
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IN apressreleaseissued on 11
March, itwasannounced that a17-
member Technical Review Panel
had been appointed to review the
first roundof applicationsfor the
new Global Fund to fight AIDS,
TB and Malaria. The appointees
wereselected from700 nominees
from around the world. Professor
Zhang Kong-la from Chinaisone
of the Panel members.

AIDS, TB and Malariaare
claiming6 millionlivesayear. The
Fund was set up following the call
for action by the United Nations
Generd Assembly Secial Session
on HIV/AIDSthat metinJune
2001 inNew Y ork.

Further information aboutthe
Fund can be found at www.
globalfundatm.org &

International

AIDS AIDS
Conference
2002

THEupcoming Intemational AIDS Conferencehasreceived arecord total
of 10441 abstracts from researchersand peopleworking on HIV/AIDSIn
145 countriesglobally. Thisis 3000 more than that of the previous
conference. Of these 19 havecome from Hong Kong, and 86 from China.
By continent North Americahad submitted the highest number of
abdracts(2582).

There'sa pretty even distribution of abgracts on clinical sciences
and care(Track B), epidemiolagy (C), prevention sciences (D), sccial sciences (E), and
advocacy and policy (G). There're about 1000 to 2000 abstractsfrom each of the above
tracks. The highest number wasfrom Track F (interventionsand programme
implementation, 2298 submissions) and the
loweg TrackA (Basicsciences 728

el sewher

submissions). . % A AIDS 2002
More information about the 3 Barcelona
Conference can be viewed atthe website: R e

www.aids2002.com R

SOURCE

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics (updated 31 December 2001)

HIV AIDS
total / Q4 2001 total / Q4 2001
Gender male 1435 49 491 15
femde 320 13 69 1
Ethnicity Chinese 1214 48 436 14
non-Chinese 541 14 124 2
Transmission heterosexual 1001 A 369 11
homosexud 336 10 97 3
bisexud 84 3 28 0
injecingdruguse 44 1 9 0
blood/blproducts 68 0 19 0
perinatal 14 0 6 0
undetermined 208 14 32 2
TOTAL 1755 62 560 16
NOTE:

The "total" refers to the cumul ativetotal number reported since 1984, under thevoluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System."Q4 2001" refersto the period October to December 2001. The "AIDS" numberisasubset of
the "HIV numbers' and the two should not be added.

Specia Preventive Programmes Department of Hedth, Hong Kong SAR Government
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The Why's and Why-not's of holding a

regionalconference

WHY: Hong Kong hasavery low HIV prevalence. The
programmeis small and thereislittle to demonstratein front of
aninternational audience.

WHY NOT: It'sexactly because of the small size of the
problem and thelimited response herethatwe should welcome
aninternational forumto gimulatehealthy developmentof the
AIDS programme in Hong Kong, to take reference from other
peoplesexperience,and to promote the involvementof the
academia.

WHY : Thereseems to be very little that wein Hong
Kong can actudly gainfrom organisinga conference.

WHY :Very few peoplewould be
working on theConference. It would be
disastrousif thereareonly peoplewho
supportit just for the 'glory’ of it.

WHY NOT: It'sagenuinechdlenge.
Theprocessof organising the
Conferencewould be moreimportant
than the Conferenceitsdf. The climax
would have been goneon the day the
Conference opens Hong Kongwould
learn moreand be stimulaedto develop
expertise inthethreeyears|eading up
tothe Conference.

WHY NOT: Hong Kongispart of China. We canin
fact say that aregiond conferenceisheldin China
where agreat deal of atention is needed to expand
theresponsesto HIV/AIDS Theintemnational forum
would alsobeanideal for enabling counterpartsin
Hong Kong and theMainland to meet and work

The above reflects the points discussed during the 39th ACA
Meeting, on the appropriateness of Hong Kong to host a large
regional conference in 2005.

together.
WHY :Would Hong Kongbecome very vulnerable
infrontof an international audience and
WHY : Wewould beconsumingalot ddegations. Wemight even beexposing our
of human and financia resourceshby weakness. Someagencies might beforced to face
holdingthe Conference HIV/AIDS.........
WHY NOT: Sncethisisaregional WHY NOT: Reparednessisimportant inany
(intemational) conference, there effective AIDS programme. By exposing to these
should besupport from all over the challenges, wewould infact helpHong Kong
world. HongK ong of course needs refineitsprogrammein preparation of future
to be preparedto back upthe challenges.
Conference. Asfor human resource,
it'stime to see how we canwork /
together asone force! / >
s
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