ACA

Publication of the Hong Kong Advisory Council onAIDS

Editor: Dr SSLee ACA Secretariat Vol 9, no. 3 -- March 2002 (issue no. 99)

- Calendar.

Highlights of this issue:

XXXIXth Meeting of the

Advisory Council on AIDS .

(ACA) % Council News on page 11 and 12
2:30pm 22 March 2002 %  HIV situation updates on page 13
IXth Meeting of the AIDS # Youth Action on AIDS Funding
Prevention and Care Scheme on page 14

Committee (APCC)

6pm 6 June 2002

XXVth Meeting of the

Scientific Committee on Wh at N ext?

QIEGS é;gg) THE months of January and February 2002 werebusy timefor the
Secretariat of the Advisory Council on AIDS Tostimulate discussonson

Vilith Meeting of the the draft HIV strategies (refer to previousissues of ACA Newsfile), four

Committee on Promoting meetings had providedthe forumto exchangeviewson thedocument -

Acceptance of People regpective meetingsof the three committees of theAdvisory Council on

Living with HIV/AIDS (CPA) AIDS, and an Open Forum. Over ten written responseshave been

10 be advised received fromindividuals and agenciesworking on or areinteregedin

HIV/AIDSin Hong Kong. These inputs were collated by the Secretariat

for thesynthesis of thechairmenof the Council and the committees, who
WO I I d T B Day met after the Chinese New Y ear holidays.
ARE you aware that World TB _What isthe next step_? _TheyiaNs collected inthe last two months
Day fallson the24 March each are be ngtransl ated |ntoreV|S|(_)nS| n_lhes_trategy d(_)cument,. whichwould
year. The dual epidemic of TB beexaminedby theful! Council againatitsupcoming meetingon 22_
(tuberculosis) and HIV isoneof March 20(_)2. Theconfirmed version wouldthen serve as the blue print of
the priority health problem thecollective gpproach of Hong Kong'sAlDS programmesfor the
comingfiveyears. §

confronted by thehuman rece.
Thethemeof this year'sWorld TB
Day is"StopTB, Fight Foverty".
Members may want to visitthe
HomePage of World TB Day for
factsandfigures, and whatis
happening thisyear onWorld TB
Day. R
www.stoptb.org/wald.thdayWTBD 2002

s+op

Mrs Diana Wong, chairperson of the ACA's AIDS Prevention and Care
Committee, with one of the three winners of the Best Project Award at
the Prize Presentation Ceremony of Youth Action on AIDS Funding
Scheme for year 2001.

initiative
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Council
News

Task Force Meeting

THE Task Force on Drug Users
of the AIDSPrevention and Care
Committeemet on18 February
2002. Therewasactive discusson
onthedevelopment of Advisory
Council onAIDS recommended
strategiesfor the nextfiveyears,
progressof activitiescoordinated by
the Task Force, and the positioning
of harmreductioninprogrammes
ondrugabuseinHong Kong. R

Implications of a legal case

At the 7" meeting of the Committee on Promating Acceptance of
People Living with HIV/AIDS (CPA) hdd onthe 7 February 2002,
selected social and legal issuesrelaing to HIV/AIDSwere raised and
discussed. One of the subjects was criminalisation and HIV testing. Its
importancewasillustrated by arecent caseconviction in Scotland,
involving theuseof molecular biology techniqueto provethelinkageof
oneperson to another whom he had had sex with. Members had active
discussonsonthiscase and how itmight berelevant to our situation. The
implicationsonconfidentiality, HIV counsdling, andmolecular biology
research were debated. At the same meeting, memberswereupdated on
the survey of hedthinsuranceindugry and thedevelopmentof health
insurance policy. Last but nottheleast, nembersconduded the Richland
Garden’ scase that had attracted considerable mediaattention recently. R

Visit ACA @
P www.aca-hk.com

—

Have you visted ACA'swebsite? F G FREEEaEE
MEMBERSmug already be avare of theinternet Home Address of the
Advisory Council of AIDS (www.aca-hk.com). Apartfrom adescription
of thework andcomposition of the Council, thisisaso a portd linking
vigtorstoacentrd resource pool mantained by the Specid Preventive
Programmes of the Department of Health. Over theyears, thispool has
also been referred as the Virtual AIDS Office (VAO) of Hong Kong.
Here iswherememberscouldeasily accessguiddines and reports
publishedby the Council andits committees

What's new at the VA O? For those of usworking on AIDS, you
probably cannot afford to missthe following new featuresof VAO:
(a) The HI'V Manual 2001- thisis themedical manual written by the

]

HIV medicine teeam of the Integrated Treatment Centre, based onthe N EW K | T

management protocolsestablished over the last years Itshould also be a

useful reference for thoseworking on HIV treatment and care. AT thelast meeting of the

(b) iCE -a continuing education programmefor professonasworkingon | Advisory CouncilonAIDS,itwas
AIDS. Why not register for atest? announcedthattheEducation

(c) Linkageto 27802211.com, an interactivewebsitefor young people. Departmentwould bereleasing a
(d)HIV situation update reportsfrom the Hong Kong STD/AIDS new teaching kit on AIDSfor
Update the quarterly surveillancereport. Sinceayear ago, annual reports | Secondary school students. A set
arepublished on aquarterly basisto cover the resultsof the four of thekitwas subsequently

surveillancesygems- reporting, prevalencestudies behavioural

surveillance,and STD surveillance.

digributedto membersof the
CouncilinFebruary.

The cumulative hit rate of VAO has already reached aquarter of Theproductionof thekit
amillion sncethe Page's launching over four years ago. Areyou aregular | Wassponsored by theAIDS

visitor?

TrustFund. &
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Year End Review

ON 7 February 2002, The
Depatment of Health rd easedits
new statistics on reported HIV/
AIDSin Hong Kong, which has
been brought updated to theend of
theyear 2001. Itwas announced
that a total of 213 cases of HIV
infectionsand 60 AIDShave been
reported. Sexual ransmssion
remained the mostimportant route
of HIV spread, accourtingfor 78.4% of
allreportd infections. The male-to-
female ratio has also narrowed
downto 2.9:1, reflectingan
increasing number of women
infected withthevirus.

Themastcommon
oppportunigdicinfectionis
Pneumocystiscarinii pneumonia,
followed by tuberculosis. Asof the
end of theyear 2001, the

cumulativetota numberof HIV
infectionsand AIDSwas 1755 and
560respectively.
HIV/AIDSreportingisone
componentofthesurveillance
mechanismmaintained by the
Special Preventive Frogrammes
(SPP) of the Department of Health.
Theothersystems are: prevalence

studies, behaviouralsurvellanceand

STD (sexually transmitted disease)
surveillance. Informationof the reported
statisticsarereleased quarterly and are
posted on theweb (Virtual AIDS Office
www.aids.gov.hk). More detailed analysis
is publishedin the HongKong STD/AIDS
Update, aquarterly report of SPP and
SodialHygieneSevice. &

(Council members may wish
to note that because of technical
problems, distribution of the hard
copy of STD/AIDS Update has been
delayed recently.)

MTCT Progress

Following therecommendationsof
the Advisory Councilon AIDS,
universd antenatal HIV teging has
beenintroduced in HongKong
since September 2001. Dr KM Ho
of the Department of Health
evaduated theprogramme atthe
quarterly pressmeetingon 7
February2002.

In the firg three months of
the programme, 10283tests have
been performed inthepublic
service. Six expectant mothers
weretestedpositive. The
programme hasso far been well
supported. Theopt-out ratewas
4%. R

Situation
Update

SOURCE

HIV

total / Q4 2001

Gender male 1435 49
femde 320 13

Ethnicity Chinese 1214 48
non-Chinese 541 14

Transmission heterosexual 1001 A
homosexud 336 10

bisexud 84 3

injecingdruguse 44 1

blood/blproducts 68 0

perinatal 14 0

undetermined 208 14

TOTAL 1755 62

NOTE:

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics (updated 31 December 2001)

AIDS

total / Q4 2001
491 15
69 1
436 14
124 2
369 11
97 3
28 0
9 0
19 0
6 0
32 2
560 16

The "total" refersto the cumulativetotal number reported since 1984, under thevoluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System. "Last quarter” refersto the period July to September 2001. The "AIDS" humber is a subset of
the "HIV numbers' and the two should not be added.

Specia Preventive Programmes Department of Hedth, Hong Kong SAR Government
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Youth Action on AIDS

the 2002 highlight to conclude activities in 2001

ON 23 February 2002, the Youth
Action on Al DSFunding Scheme
held itsannual Prize Presentation
Ceremony cumProject Exhibitionto
concludetheactivitiesfor the year
2001. TheFunding Schemeisone
of thelonged-lasting programmes
coordinated by the Task Forceon
Y outh of the AIDS Prevention and
CareCommittee (previoudy
Committeeon Education and
Publicity on AIDS)of the Advisory
Council onAIDS.

Each year about 20 projects
(see box below) are supported
under theScheme withthe
objectivesof firgly ,promoting
awarenessof youngpeopleon
HIV/AIDS, and secondly,
encouraging andmobilisingyoung
peopleto plan and implement
publicity oreducation activitieson
HIV/AIDSinHong Kong.

How many projects

have been supported?

BETWEEN 1991 and 2001, a
total of 195 projects have
been supported under the
Youth Action on AIDS Funding
Scheme. It means an
average of about 20 projects
per year in the last 11 years.
The yearly breakdown is as
follows:

1991 4
1992 12
1993 20
1994 17
1995 16
1996 15
1997 21
1998 24
1999 22
2000 24
2001 20
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Applicationshavecome fromyouth
groups, students or other agencies
workingwith young people. The
maximumfundingreceivedby one
projectisnormally HK$8000.In
1996, an albumwaspublishedthat

governmentalorganisations.
ThePrize Presentation
Ceremony (foryear 2001) was
officiated by MrsDianaWong,
charperson ofthe AIDSPrevention
and Care Committee, and young

Award Winners

Best Project
- BuddhistWong Fung Ling College

Best Design in Project Exhibition

BestProject Presentation
- PrediousBlood Children’ sVillage

Outreaching Social Work Team(1)

- Hong Kong Children & Y outh Services— Fong Shu Chuen
Children& 'Y outh Centre cum Sudy/ Reading Room
- Buddhig Chi Hong Chi Lam Memorial College

- CheungChing L utheran Centre For The Disabled. HKL SS <

- Evangelical L utheranChurch of Hong Kong- North District

- The HongKong Girl Guides Association
- CaritasIntegrated Service For Y oung People —Tuen Mun

describedprojectsconducted
between1991 and 1994. Rrojects
ranged fromexhibitions,small-scde
studies, productionof education
materials, gamestoseminarsand
camivds. The programme was a so
reportedunder” Community
Responseson Parade" in theyear
2000Y earbook of Red Ribbon
Centre.

It was estimated that so far
over2000youngpeoplehadjoined
inconductingprojectsunder the
Scheme. The total attendance of
peopleat theapproved projects
approximated aquarterof amillion.
In 2001, twenty projectshad been
supported. The vetting of the
projectsisundertakenby the Task
Force, which isagroup of youth
workersand technical expertson
HIV/AIDSfromgovernment
agencies, universitiesand non-

artistand TV celebrity Mr Choy
Tsz Kin. Participating youthgroups
gathered at Red Ribbon Centrein
themomingof the Ceremony Day
to set up exhibitson their work and
to shareexperiencewith one
another through aseries of project
presentations. TheBest Project
Award, BestDesignin Project
ExhibitionAward and Best
Presentation Award were
presented by theofficiating gueds.
Choy Tsz Kintook theopportunity
todiscusswith the participating
young peopleabout theirfeelingin

joining the Scheme. & /
//
%

Focus:




