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.Calendar. Highlights of this issue:
XXXIX" Meeting of the
Advisory Council on AIDS %  Strategy development on page 4
(ACA) * Mainland visitors on page 2

2:30pm 22 March 2002
%  The 38th Meeting on page 2

VIII™ Meeting of the AIDS
Prevention and Care

Committee (APCC)

6pm 24 January 2002 (to be confirmed) The New Year

XXIV" Meeting of the IN the first issue of ACA Newsfile published in January 1994, theeditor
Scientific Committee on expressed that there wasan "urgent need of streamlining the

AIDS (SCA) operations and coordinating all personnel and participating so as
2:300m 17 January 2002 to achieve the best effectiveness in the implementation of its

activities". It wastentatively decided that the newsletter should
"appear monthly or bimonthly for circulation to members of the
Advisory Council on AIDS and its committees, and working groups"

Asan amateur publisher (the sameterm usedin thefirg issue),
wecould proudly say today that wehavebeen able to produce the same
newsletter foreight long yearswithoutinterruption. Thefour-page (well,
occasionally weprintedmore) newsletter isnow aregular production of
the Council's Secretariat, released through the assistance of the Red
Ribbon Centre,which regularly producesa good range of other
periodicalsfor different target audience. It canalso be viewed fromthe
Council'swebpagewww.aca-hk.com.

Dowe have any improvement plan? Once wewereasked to turn
ACA Newsfileinto abilingual newsletter. Unfortunately, theeditor had
to humbly decline (unless thereaderswant alessfrequent periodical)
because of thetiny sizeand limited capacity of the Secretariat. We have
also chosen tocontinue with the chegpest meansof production, and
certainly, themost humble quality when comparedwith newsletters
produced by any other organisationsin the samefield. In returnwe
committo servethe roleasaregular link both within Advisory Council
onAIDS and between the Council and othersinterested in or working
onAIDSin Hong Kong (and dsewhere!). With that commitment, we
M ethadone Review present the 97th issue of the ACA Newsfile..
Birthday greetingsto ACA Newsfile! Andwishing everyone
on CD another successful year.

THE Ribbon Centre has, (with - the editor
permission) produced aCD version
of the Report on Review of
Methadone Treatment

Programme commissonedbythe - Advisory Council on AIDS websitgfs

NarcoticsDivison of Security

Bureaul). Thisisamore convenient www.aca-hk.com
resourcethanthevery thick hard

copy. If youwantacopy, pleaselet

RedRibbon Centreknow. &

VII" Meeting of the
Committee on Promoting
Acceptance of People
Living with HIV/AIDS (CPA)
2:30pm 7 February 2002
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Fujlan Visitors
A Fujian delegation from the
Provincial HealthBureau wasin
Hong Kongbetween 15and 18
December 2001. Thedelegation
wastaking referencefrom Hong
Kong'sexperienceintheprevention
, careand control of HIV/AIDS.
Thedelegationhadlunch
with Red Ribbon Centre gaff and
Rev ChuYiuMing,and ACA
member, on 15December. Inthe
afternoon, DrHomer Tso, ACA
Chairman,introduced the process
of HIV policy development inHong
Kong,and had discussionson
subjectsof commonintered,
includingfightingdiscrimination,
prevention,andsurvellance.
Theddegation visited
Integrated Treatment Centre,
Y aumatei AIDSCounsellingand
Hotline Services, Red Ribbon
Centre, HongKong Red Cross
BloodTransfusionService,
MethadoneClinic, and Social
Hygiene Service during their short
stay inHongKong. &

| Care, do you?

WHERE wereyou onWorld AIDS
Day?

The Chairman and Coundil
membersparticipated innumerous
activitiesto show that there're
peoplewho care!! They were at
the AIDS Foundation's"Beautiful
Life" performancefeaturingpeople
livingwithHIV/AIDS, the
launchingof 27802211.comin
Tseung Kwan O, andthepublicity
onAIDSConcem'svideofor truck
drivers...among otherevents.
Wherewereyou? f

38th Meeting

THE 38th Meeting of the Advisory Council on AIDSwasheld on 14
December. There were threemain agendaitems - (@) ACA responsesto
theprioritisation developed by the Community Planning Committee(CPC);
(b) proposed strategiesfor HIV Prevention, Careand Control, 2002-2006;
and (c) two conference reports.

The ACA responded to theprioritisation deve oped by the CPCin
itsseven-point resolutionswhich had been publishedin theOctober 2001
issueof ACA Newsfile (vol 8 page48). The Coundil revisited the paper
andformally confirmedthe contents. There wasdiscussion about the
prioritised activities, and somemembersinquiredif thesemight needto be
rankedinorder. The Council considered that the prioritisedactivities had
reflected the views of the community after along processof deliberation
based on established criteria. It was resolved thereforethat revision should
not beproposed by the Coundil, or any party. If, intheevent that projects
aresubmitted for funding consideration, it was felt necessary that the
funding agency should take reference from the prioritisationof the CPC.
Thesupport (or otherwise) of eachproject should then be judged onits
desgn, management system, costing, and other factorsthat might affect
theeffectivenessof theactivity.

The Council then examined adraft document on the recommended
strategies for HIV prevention, care and control in Hong Kong for the next
five years. Membersnoted that this wasa continuous processthat had
followed fromthe implementationof thelag srategy publishedin 1999.
Thedocument was prepared after a series of meetingsof the Council
charman and committee chairs Its summaryisprinted on page 4 of this
issueof ACA Newsfile. There was active discussion about the specific
god of thestrategies, thefeasibility of having quantitative targets, the
practicability of holding regional conferenceas ameansof networking the
Mainland. It was resolved that the strategies would berevised after
receiving comments fromthe committees and NGOs. [An open forumis
tentatively scheduled for 22 January].

Two conference reports werepresented at the Meeting. Professor
YL Lau gaveareport of hisparticipationin the last Melbourne
Conference. The meeting noted thefollowing recommendations, after
taking reference from the lessonsin Australiaand the Asa Pecific Region:
(8) theurgency of introducing harm reduction in preventing HIV infection,
(b) theneedfor aresearch agenda, and (c) the importance of poverty and
gender issues asthe perspectivesin strategy deve opment. The
incorporation of theselessonsin the new srategiesunder preparationis
beingexplored.

For thethird agendaitem, the chairman and the secretary briefed
members on the ChinaNational Conference (seelastissueof ACA
Newsfile) heldin BeijinginNovember 2001. Themeeting discussed about
the pressngneed and possiblemeansof working dosdy withthe Manland
inthecoming years. Theideahasal so beenincorporated in the draft
recommendedstrategies.

Membersnoted that thefourth term of office of the Advisory
Council on AIDSwould be coming to anend in July 2002. Therewould be
another two (or threeif necessary) Coundil meetings, the focusof which
would be the recommended strategiesfor year 2002 to 2006. The
Committeeswould also be examiningtheir progress with theactivities that
were proposed at thebeginning of thetermin 1999. &
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|nter national AIDS
Conference 2002

TheXIV™"International AIDS
Conferencewouldbeheldin
Barcelonafrom7 to 12 July 2002.
For thosewho areplanningto go,
pleasenotethefollowingimportant
dates:
DEADLINE for abstract
submissionondiskette - 14
January2002
DEADLINE for abstract
submissionon-line- 21 January
2002
DEADLINEfor scholarship
application - 1 February 2002
DEADLINE for advance
registration -1 February 2002
And, incaseyou want more
information, pleasevidtthe
Conference'swebsite:

www.aids2002.com {

Continued from page 4

callaborationonprofessiond levd,
and thebuilding of capacity that
wouldbenefit programmesin any
province, city, region or zonein
Greater China.

A list of 11 targetshave been
proposed in thedraft strategiesfor
the purposeof monitoringHong
Kong'sprogressin AIDS
programmedeve opmentinthe
coming years. Theseindicators are:
(1) edablish programmeindicators,
(2) implement the second cycleof
communityplanning, (3) develop
technical review mechanismto
support funding of effective
activities, (4) adopt harmreduction
strategy, (5) devel opsex education
framework tointegrate HIV
prevention, (6) enhancethe
involvement of maingdream service
organisations, (7)providetechnical

asd stance tosupport agencies
workingonHIV/AIDS, (8)
establish research agendaon AIDS,
(9) integrate HIV inclinical and
public healthmedicine, (10)widen
accessto HIV testing, and (11)
organiseregional conferenceto
bringHong K ong and theMainland
together.

A total of seven questions
have beenraised tofacilitatethe
processof collecting views from
individual sandagencies.
Respondentsmay chooseto answer
thesequestions or provideinputon
any areas of the draft.Thethree
committeesof the Council wouldalso be
discussing about the documertin their
coming meetings. The responsesshould
reachthe Courcil Secretariat onor before 10
February 2002. R

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics

updated 30 September 2001

HIV
total / last quarter
Gender male 136 39
femde 307 18
Ethnicity Chinese 1167 36
non-Chinese 526 21
Transmission heterosexual 966 33
homosexud 326 11
bisexud 80 1
injectingdruguse 43 3
blood/blproducts 68 0
perinatal 14 1
undetermined 196 8
TOTAL 1693 57
NOTE:

The "total" refers to the cumulativetotal number reported since 1984, under thevoluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System. "Last quarter” refersto the period July to September 2001. The "AIDS" number is a subset of

the "HIV numbers" and the two should not be added.

SOURCE

Special Preventive Programmes Department of Hedth, Hong Kong SAR Government

AIDS
total / last quarter
476 16
68 4
422 18
122 2
358 18
94 0
28 1
9 0
19 0
6 0
30 1
544 20
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Strategies for 2002 to 2006

Following the 38th meeting of
the Advisory Council on AIDS
held on 14 December, a draft
document has been released to
promote discussion and collect
views on a new set of
recommended strategies on HIV
prevention, care and control in
Hong Kong, for the years 2002 to
2006. The draft document is
distributed to all members of the
Council, the three committees,
and the task forces, plus NGOs
working on HIV/AIDS in Hong
Kong. The following is a
summary of what the draft
document is about, in the eyes of
the Secretariat. In case of
gueries, the original document (
Draft for discussion -
Recommended HIV/AIDS
Strategies for Hong Kong 2002 to
2006) should be referred.

- the editor

IN preparing therecommended
strategies for 2002 to 2006, the
Advisory Council has proposeda
simpleframework which
encompassesagod, a s& of
guidingprinciples, fourobjectives,
andalistof targets for monitoring
theprogress. Thedraft documentis
composed of fivechapters,
beginning withareviewof the
processof programme development
,theHIV situation inHong Kong
and globally, andthen thestrategies
forthecoming years.

First of all, what should be
thegoal of the new strategies? In
thedraft paper, it was proposed that
thegoal wasto develop an effective
programmeinresponseto HIV/
AIDSinHong Kong. Cther options
havebeenconsidered, for example,
tomaintain alow HIV prevalence
intheterritory.

Theguidingprincipleshave
followed frompreviousdrategies,
while tekingreferencefrom new
principlesesablishedinternationally .

Theseprinciples, proposedinthe
draft, are: (a) aprevention-and-care
continuum,(b)addressing
vulnerability andrisk, (c) promoting
acceptanceof people living with
HIV/AIDS, (d) focuson
professond standard, (€) emphasis
on effectiveness, (g) observance of
lidarity.

Indrafting thestrategy
objectives,theCouncil proposesto
work onexiging strengthsof the
programmesin HongKong, andto
aimfor an effectiveand sustained
responseinthefuture. These are
important as HIV/AIDSisgoingto
bewithusfor along time.
Development of alonger term plan
rather thanan immediate response
wouldbesengble HongKong's
experience inthe last decadeis
certainly the best treasureto help us
face futurechdlenge Thefour
objectivesare: () targeted
intervention,(b) evidence-based
programmedevelopment, (C)
integrative approach,and(d)
interfacingtheMainland.

Targeted interventionisthe
strategy for an effective responsein
low prevdencepopulations. The
followingmeasureswouldbe
important-interventiontargeting
people practisngrisk behaviours,
prevention activitiesforpeople
livingwithHIV/AIDS wider
accessto HIV testing, and
treatmentservicesforpeopleliving
with theinfection. Thestrategy
should not beinterpreted toimply
that general awarenessisbecoming
unimportant, asthelatter certainly
servesthe functionsof creating a
supportiveenvironment,agenda-
setting, and promoting asustained
responsein thecommunity.

Evidence-basedprogramme
development couldbeachieved
through anemphads on science,
andthetranslation of research

resultsinto interventions. It's
proposed to devel op processesof
technical reviewto guidethe
assessment of projectplans A
proactiveapproachshouldbe
adopted to invitethe developmentof
proposalsbased onreaultsof quality
research. Findly fundingof
strategic research would beanew
areato bepursued in Hong Kong.

An integrativeapproachin
AlIDSprogrammedevelopment
wouldbe thekey to sustainability.
Atpolicylevel, thiswouldmean the
adoption of harm reductionasa
strategy inHong Kong,andthe
developmentof sexual health
strategy for integration of activities
inrelated fidds. Theinvolvementof
mainstreamNGOs, medical and
public health agencies wouldalso
need tobe enhanced.

The interfacewith
Mainlandisknowingly one
important Srategy to bepursuedin
the comingyears. HIV/AIDS
knowsnogeographical norpolitical
barriers. Theintensivehuman
mobility within thecountry isa
matter of concern. There would
need to becommitmentand
innovationto ensurethatan
effectiveinterfacewithMainland
couldbedeveloped. A simplistic
way of viewing theinterfacehas
focused onjusttheworry about
HIV spreading to Hong Kong. In
thefuture therewould certainly
moreto gain by emphagsing on the

continued on page 3
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