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Highlights of this issue:

.Calendar.
XXXVII™ Meeting of the %  Strategy development on page 54
Advisory Council on AIDS .
(ACA) % Surveillance update on page 55
2:30pm 14 December 2001 %  Notes from the Beijing Conference on
_ page 56
VII" Meeting of the AIDS
Prevention and Care

Committee (APCC)
6pm 24 January 2002

XXIV" Meeting of the
Scientific Committee on

AIDS (SCA)
2:30pm 17 January 2002

VI Meeting of the
Committee on Promoting

Acceptance of People
Living with HIV/AIDS (CPA)
2:30pm 7 February 2002

World AIDS
Campaign 2001

MEMBERSshould have received
acalendarlisting all major World ‘
AIDSCampagn 2001 activitiesof Dr Homer Tso, the Council Chairman, at the Opening
governmentandnon-governmental Ceremony of the First China AIDS and STD Conference in
organisationsin HongKong, Asin Beijing on 13 November. On his left was Dr CW Chan from
thepreviousyears, the Council's the School of Professional and Continuing Education (
AIDS Prevention and Care SPACE) of the University of Hong Kong Kong. Full report on
Committee has been coordinating page 56.

theeventsorganisedin
commemorationof theyearly of the FirstChinaAIDSandSTD ~ Kwan O on World AIDSDay.

World AIDSCampaign. The Conference (seepage 56), featuring  Other activities rangefrom fund
|eaflet isproduced by Red Ribbon  artistsfrom Mainland China Hong  raising events, concert, quilt
Centre. Kongand Taiwan. exhibition, drama, safer sex

On 1December (World InHong Kong, theCoundl ~ campaign.... to name afew.
AIDSDay), the CCTV would be  Charman shall be officiatingat the And, let'snotforgetthe
broadcastingtheRedRibbon launching 0f27802211.com(see theme of theyearssWorld AIDS
Concertrecorded onthefirstday  page 54 fordetails) in Tseung Campaign - | care, do you? If

there arefriends, relativesand

. = : colleagues who havenot yet been
Advisory Council on AIDS website conifized to theisse of AIDS

_ may bethisistheright opportunity
www.aca-hk.com o e ot then rar Pt
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HKCASO Dinner

AT theinvitation of theHong Kong
Codition of AIDSService
Organisaions(HKCASO), the
Charman (Dr Homer Tso) and two
membersof the Advisory Council
on AIDS(Dr Patrick Li and Dr
Richard Tan) joinedthe
HKCASO'sdinneron21
November 2001. R

Launching New
Website

DRHomer Tso, the Council

chairman,and MsChrigine Fang,
Chief Executiveof theHong Kong
Council of Social Service, will be
officiaing at thelaunching of a
new websiteon World AIDSDay
to promoteHIV awarenessin
youngpeople, epecially thesurfers
(remember thewebsite address,
which isidenticd tothe AIDS
Hotline number- www.27802211.
com)

Y oung peopleisoneof the
priority areasfor HIV prevention
activities, as suggested inthe
consultancy reportcommissonedby
the Advisory Council on AIDSin
1998. R

THE current term of office of the
Advisory Councilon AIDS(1999 -
2002) isdrawing toadoseinthe
middleof theyear 2002. Oneof
theremaining tasksof the Council
istherecommendationsof new
strategiesforthe coming years.
The Council Charman,in
asociation withthethree
committeechairmen, areworking
closely onadraft paper forthe
discusson of the Council atits
comingmesetinginDecember.
Memberswould remember
thatthe process of strategy
developmenthasundergone
changesin thelast decade. In
1990, the Council produceda
technical mediumtermplanina
format proposed by the World
HealthOrganisation. In19%4, the
Strategies for AIDS Prevention,
Care and Control in Hong Kong
waspublished, which still servesas
theblueprint of policy principlesas
advised by the Council tothisday.
INn1998, theCouncil commissoned
areview conducted by an interal
group(peoplein theprogramme)
and anexternal consultancy group
comprisingfour overseasexperts.
Thisled tothepublicationof the
current strategies for 1999 to 2001.

Thedevelopmentof thenew
strategieshas beena continuous
processsincethe beginningof the
current term of office of the
Council. Inthelasttwo years, the
AIDSPrevention and Care
Committeehasbeenformulating its
recommended drategiesfor
differentcommunitiesandsettings.
TheCommittee for Promoting
Acceptanceof Peopleliving with
HIV/AIDShas, likewise, published
itsrecommended grategiesto
counter discriminationand promote
acceptance. Finally, theScientific
committeeon AIDShas continued
todeveloptechnical guiddineson
HIV prevention and clinical
management. We shdl not forget
also the reportproduced by the
Community Planning Committee,
which had recommended alist of
prioritised activitiesonHIV
prevention and care.

Thedevelopmentof thenew
strategiesistherefore anatural
extension of thework that has
already beentaking placein the last
couple of years. To carry forward,
the Council andcommittee
charmenareanalysingthecurrent
strategiesdeveloped by the
differentfora and considering how

Strategy Development - what next

thesecould beconsolidated to
support acommon direction for the
AlDSprogrammesfor the next (
say, five) years. They arealso
taking reference ofthelocal and
global HIV situation, the progress
withthepreviousstraegies, gaps
and accomplishmentsinthe
currentprogrammes international
development, aswell asscientific
advancesin the last years.

What would be theimpact
of the new strategies? Members
are aware thatthisis not an
official government palicy but aset
of recommendationswhichcould
favourably guidethe devel opment
of theHIV programmesin Hong
Kong. Asstressed during the
review in1998, theHIV/AIDS
programnmesinHong Kongis
taken to mean the collective
effortsof the Government, the
community andthe academicon
all aspectsof HIV prevention,
careand control. The efforts of
the Council, throughthethree
committees, thetask forces, and
theinteraction with thecommunity
would helpdevelop acommon
vigonfor thecollectiveHIV
programmesin HongKong. &
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New Quarterly statistics

onHIV/AIDS

ON 24 November2001, the
Depatment of Health rdleased its
updated datisticson reported HIV/
AIDSinHong Kong. In the third

quarter of the year (July to
September 2001), 57 cases of HIV
infectionswerereported, bringing
the cumulativetotd t01693, of
which544 haveprogressed to
AIDS.

A majority of the newly
reportedinfections weretransmitted
throughsexual contacts- 33
heterosexual and 13 homoor
bisexual. Threewererelated to
injection drug useand onewasthe
resultof perinatal infection. The
male-to-femaleratioof thenew
infectionswas2.2to 1.

Twenty AIDS caseswere
reported in thesame quarter. The
commonegAlDS definingillness
was Pneumocystis carinii
pneumonia, followedby
tuberculosis.

HIV/AIDSreporting isa
voluntary system maintained by the

Department of Health. TheHIV/
AlIDSsurveillance mechanismis
operated by the Department's
Special Preventive Programme,
comprigngthefollowingfour
components- voluntary HIV/AIDS
reporting, seroprevalencestudies,
STD surveillanceand behavioural
surveillance.

HIV/AIDSreportsare
released by the Department of
Hedth every three months Forthe
third quarter of theyear, Dr KH
Wong, Senior Medical Officer of
theSpedial Preventive Programme,
presented the resultsto the media at
apressmeeting atthe Red Ribbon
Centre. The data can also be
viewed at the AIDS website (
Virtual AIDS Office) www.aids.
gov.hk,andispublished inthe
Quarterly STD/AIDSUpdate
bulletin. &

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics
updated 30 September 2001

HIV
total / last quarter
Gender male 1386 39
femde 307 18
Ethnicity Chinese 1167 36
non-Chinese 526 21
Transmission heterosexual 966 33
homosexud 326 11
bisexud 80 1
injectingdruguse 43 3
blood/blproducts 68 0
perinatal 14 1
undetermined 196 8
TOTAL 1693 57

NOTE:

The "total" refers to the cumulativetotal number reported since 1984, under thevoluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System. "Last quarter" refersto the period July to September 2001. The "AIDS' number is a subset of

the "HIV numbers' and the two should not be added.

SOURCE:

Special Preventive Programme, Department of Health, Hong Kong SAR Government

AIDS
total / last quarter
476 16
68 4
422 18
122 2
358 18
94 0
28 1
9 0
19 0
6 0
30 1
544 20
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BACK €ROAA BEIIVG.......

Dr Homer Tso, Council
Chairman and Dr SSLee,
Secretary, wer e at the First
ChinaAIDSand STD
Conference in Beijing between
13 and 16 November 2001. The
following report isprovided by
our anonymousACA Newsfile
Reporter, which of cour se does
not reflect the official views of
the Council.

AlDSconferencesare often unique
eventsdifferent from scentific
meetingsor medical symposia. The
first national AIDSconferencein
Beijingisnoexception. Whilethe
600-plus-pageabstract book (very
much liketheyellow pages)
reminds us of the calibre of
scientificresearch and
epidemiologica studiesconducted
intheMainland, theaudiencewas
perhapsmoreimpressed by the
atmosphere of the Conferenceand
theattitudeof participantstowards
HIV/AIDS.

Thesizeof theaudience
wasunexpected. The Organisers
wereinitially planningtoreceivea
fewhundred participants. It turned
outtha over 1800 had registered.
The mediasubsequently estimated
that there wereover 2500. The Hall
(at the Beijing International
Conference Centre) wasfull at
least 15 minutesbefore the Plenary
started each morning. Participants
wereseriousand attentive.
Presentationsgiven inPutonghua
wereparticularly popular though
simultaneousinterpretation was
available. Therewas active
discussion, and in Somecases,
heated debates. At one Satellite
Meeting ondlinical management,
cliniciansraised that they're seeing
more and morepatientsfalling sick.
They werewillingto offer

treatment butthere wasthe
limitation because of thehigh cost
incurred, thelack of capacity, and
theunwillingnessof somehealth
professionalsto take care of people
living with HIV/AIDS. All these
soundedtoofamiliartosomebody
from HongK ong -our painful
experience of convincing thehealth
professon andthe publicto accept
peoplelivingwith HIV/AIDS even
today.

Theopennessof the
atmosphere wasremarkable. More
peopletalkedabout "how" and
"when", morethan"why". There
seemed to beno hesitationin
acknowledgingtherisngmagnitude

.@\
< ’J}

of the AIDSproblem inthecountry.
Thiswasperhapsnot surprising as
asubgantial proportionof the
participantshad comefromthe
disease control sector (anti-
epidemic stations) wherehedth
professondswere managingnew
diagnogsof HIV infectionson a
regular basis. Quitea number of
sessionsweredevoted to
discussionsoninterventions.
Condom promotion wasno longera
taboo. A huge dummy condom was
actuallyin the Conference Hall
during theOpening Ceremony,
whichwasattended by high-ranking
officidsfromthehealth and other
sectors. Peopletalked aout harm
reduction and the use of methadone
forHIV prevention. Thequegionis

redlywhen 006

thatwould QO

becomeamain

part of the HIV

prevention

programmesintheMainland.
Participantsand speakers

repeatedly referredthe audienceto

thestrategic planproposed by the

Ministry of Health for the next five
years. Thelong-awaited political
commitmentdid seemto have
finally arrived, though thereés illa
gran of uncertainty asthe highest
ranking officialshavenot yet
openly expressed theirconcern
aboutthe infections. This
atmosphere of politica commitment
and openness wasdready enviable
(oradmirable) in the eyes of the
people workingon AIDSinHong
Kong!

TheConferencehasgiven a
goodopportunity for theCoundil
charman and secretary to network
old friends and egablish new
contacts. They were at the concert
intheevening of the first day,
which featured Miriam Y eung, the
UNAIDSHongKong Ambassador
and another HongKong artist

, thelatter being appointed by the
Ministry of Health asa
Thefodering ofloving carefor
peopleliving with HIV/AIDShas
become amainthemeforthe
country'spublicity campaign. Ata
special feedback seminar, the work
of thecaring health professional sat
theBeijing Y ouAn Hospital was
openlycommended by Government
officials, and is becominga key
learning pointfor thecapital city!

What next?Wouldthe
Conference becomearegular
event. It seems so and there're
rumoursthat thenext National
Conferencewould beheldin2003.
Wouldyou bethere? &
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