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Committee (APCC)

6pm 26 September 2001

XXl Meeting of the

Scientific Committee on The Summer Heat

AIDS (SCA) I'Twould bewrong to assume that Hong Kong'sAIDS programmes

2:30pm 27 September 2001 gointo hibernation during the hot humid month of Augug. It'smore
like the active Spring season. On 16 August, the Department of

VI™ Meeting of the Hedth rdeased its quarterly reported statigtics for the second quarter

Committee on Promoting of theyear. Thesameday also heard the Government'sannoucement

Acceptance of People of implementing the universal antenatd HIV testing programme. A

Living with HIV/AIDS (CPA) week |ater, theAdvisory Council held its 37thmeeting. Onthe

2:30pm 24 October 2001 following Sunday, the Community Hanning Committeehoseda

community forumtorelease itsfirst prioritisationreport. We then
witnessed the opening of thethree-day Hong
Kong AIDSConference 2001 on27 August.
Sdminar._in Thisissue of ACA Newsfile focuses onthe
key messages delivered at thesemeetings. The
meetingshad provided an excd lentopportunity
to makenew contacts, re-establishold links,
reflect on our work, and perhapsconsider new
strategies. Thereseemed to be always
something to each and every member of the
Council and itscommittees duringthese
meetings. Caution: Theamountofinformation
implicated intheseforaissubstantial. Y ou may
want torefer tothe original documents
(conferenceproceedings, meeting papers ec)
beforedrawingany conclusions!

: R Undergandably, it mighttake sometimefor
The CPA Seminar - go to page 42 everyonetodiged and assmilatethe presented
"food". Inthe meantime, we shall befollowing
up onissues deliberated over thelast month.

. . August 2001 may infuture be remembered as alandmark
Adviso ry Council on AIDS month inthe history of Hong Kong'sAIDS programmes.

www.aca-hk.com Wouldnew ideasbe converted irtostrategies?
Let'swait and see. - the editor

progress!
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ON16 August
2001, the
Department of
Healthissued a
pressrelease
announcingthe
launchingof
universal
antenatal HIV
testingbeginning
1 September. The new serviceis
offeredto dl dients attending
antenatal clinics operatedby the
Department of Hedth's Maternal and
Child HealthCentres and obstetric

Antenatal HIV Testing

Unlversel Antenaral IV
Testing - the Concérn af an
Pesmdint Mothar

"inlinewithinternational
development,...Itparallds
strategy advocated by the United
Nations, and has beenadoptedin
accordancewiththe
recommendationsof the
Government-appointedA dvisory
Council onAIDS."
Clinicalguidelines
edablished by theCouncil's
Scientific Committee on AIDS is
now downloadablefromthe
Virtual AIDS Office (www.aids.
gov.hk) orthroughACA's
webstewww.aca-hk.com. Other
educationmaterialsincluding

unitsof the Hospital Authority.

The spokesmanexplained that e
the programmehasbeen introduced

leaflets, poster and anew hotline
messagearedso available from
theRed Ribbon Centre. &

LIPS

Expertsin Hong Kong
THEHongKong AIDS
Conference2001 hasenabled the
Advisory Council onAIDS
(ACA) to meet expertsfrom
aroundtheworld who have
contributed to HongKong's
AIDSPogrammes, includingDr
Julian Gold (Albion Street Clinic,
Sydney), Dr Tim Brown (East
Weg Centre, Honolulu), Dr
Helene Gayle (CDC, Atlanta),
Mr Palani Narayana (Asian
Harm Reduction Network) and
Dr Emile Fox (UNAIDS). They
were,among others, the invited
guestsin adinner hosted jointly
by Dr Homer Tso, ACA
charmanand MsChristine Fang,
Chief Executive of Hong Kong
Council of Socid Servce,on27
Augud. R

UK Strategy

THE United Kingdom
Depatment of Health has
released The National Strategy
for Sexual Health and HIV in
July for publicconsultation. At
the Ciouncil meetingon24
August, itwassuggested that
membersshould take reference
fromthepublicationwhile
considering the newstrategy for
thecomingyears. The
docuementisavailable oninternet
www.doh.gov.uk &

China AIDS Conference

TheFirg Nationd Conference on STD/AIDSprevention and control
wouldbeheldinmid-NovemberinBeijing.

Intheannouncement made by theMinistry of Health Centre
for AIDSPrevention and Control (dated 7 Augug, kindly provided by
Hong Kong AlDSFoundation),the Conferencewould cover the
followingsix agpects: (@) policy and programnmemanagement, (b)
multisectoral collaboration and NGOS participation, (c) HIV
epidemiology andsurveillance, (d) healtheducation andintervention,
(e) STD/AIDSdiagnosis, treatment, counselling andcare, and (f)
basicresearch.

The ACA Scretariat would inform members later when more
isknown about thiscoming forum. {

CPP Report

THE Community Planning Committee
presented its Report on
Recommended Intervention Activities
for HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care
to the guests of honour atthe
Conmmunity Forunmon26 A ugust
2001. Dr Homer Tso'scopy isnow
with the Secretariat (in afour-inch
thick folder). The Council will be
examiningitshortly. Those of you i
interested may contactthe Community
Planning Committeedirectly (c/loHong
Kong Codition of AIDSService OrganisaionsHK CASO - tel:
28978660,fax28976387).

Unfortunately additional copies (nor oft copies) arenot
avalable. Intereged members may come to the Council Secretariat
in'Yaumatei forreading thedocument. &
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Situation Overview

ON 16 August, Dr KH Wong of
the Department of Health
presented theupdated HIV/AIDS
situationsasderivedfromthe
reportingmechanismwhich has
been in placesince 1985. The
quarterly pressmeetingwas
conducted a theRed Ribbon
Centre.

A totd of 50 HIV cases
werereported inthe second
quarter (April to June) of the
year, bringing thecumulativetotal
to 1636. Fifteen new AIDS cases
werereported in thesame

quarter. While heterosexual
transmissionhas accounted for a
mgority of thenew infections,
therewasthe concern that
homosexual spread wasstill
continuing. Theoccurenceof
infectionsininjection drugusers
wasno longer ararity.
HIV/AIDSreportingisa
voluntary surveillance system
managed by theSpeical
Preventive Programmesof the
Department of Health. Reaults

areanalysed onaquarterly bass.

Other componentsof theHIV
surveillanceprogrammeare:
STD (sexually transmitted
diseases) surveillance, sero-
surveillanceandbehavioural
surveillance.

The Hong Kong STD/
AIDS Updateisaquarterly
publication that reportson the
reaultsof thesesurveillance
activities. Thiscanbe available
from the Virtual AIDS Office
(www.aids.gov.hk). &

HIV/AIDS in the
Mainland

A press conference was
hddon23 AugustinBejingto
report onthe latestHIV stuation.
Experts esimatedthat over
600,000peopleinChinahave
already beeninfected. Under the
notificationsystem, 3541 were
reported in thefirst six monthsof
theyear 2001.

National authoritieswere
concerned aboutthe HIV spread
ininjection drugusers. The
average HIV prevalence has
risen from0.05%in 1995 to 4.
98% in 2000. The most serious
situationhasoccured in Yunnan,
Xinjiang,Guangxi Guangdong
and Sichuan.

It wasreported that an
Action Han hasbeen formulaed
with specific targetsto be
achieved by the year 2005. &

NOTE:

SOURCE

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics

updated 30 June 2001

HIV
total / last quarter
Gender male 1347 41
femde 289 9
Ethnicity Chinese 1131 36
non-Chinese 505 14
Transmission heterosexual 931 31
homosexud 315 11
bisexud 79 0
injectingdruguse 40 1
blood/blproducts 68 0
perinatal 13 0
undetermined 190 7
TOTAL 1636 50

The "total" refers to the cumul ativetotal number reported since 1984, under thevoluntary HIV/AIDS
Reporting System. "Last quarter” refersto the period April toJune 2001. The "AIDS' number isa subset of the
"HIV numbers" and the two should not be added.

Special Preventive Programmes Department of Hedth, Hong Kong SAR Government

AIDS
total / last quarter
460 11
64 4
404 11
120 4
340 12
94 2
27 0
9 0
19 0
6 1
29 0
524 15
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Lessons Learned

MEMBERS Iistened tothe reportgiven by Dr Chan Kin Man of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong,who hasbeen supportedby the
Department of Health to gudy the Kowloon Bay incident - the
objection of residentsof the RichlandsGarden to the establishment of
aclinical service tha includes the care of patientswith HIV/AIDS.
Whileacknowledgingthedifficulty infacingthe NIMBY (notin
my backyard) syndrome, membersagreed that thelessonswould be
invaluablein helping Hong K ongdeal with smilar phenomenainthe
future. It was suggested to have thereport published and made

widely available. & _ '
Annual Report UN and China's

THE Secretariat has drafted the annual report of the Advisory Res pO nseto AIDS
Council on AIDS (ACA) for theperiod August 2000to July 2001.  DREmileFox, UNAIDS Country
Thisisthesecond report of the Council fortheterm 1999 to 2002, ~ ProgranmeAdviser inChina,
under thechairmanship of Dr Homer Tso, JP. The draftreportwas ~ €xplained to membersof the

tabled at the 37th meeting. Following anendmentsand possible Council about theescalating HIV
revisions, thereport would be published for the reference of the epidemic onanationd level. There
Council, its committees, subcommittees, task forces, andwhoever ~ Were active discussionson theroles
interested in thework of the ACA system. & of international agenciesandthose
. inHong Kongin supportof Chinds
En hancmg effortstofight the epidemic.
: A plaguewas presented to
ﬁgngiglztEdeﬂfgt?:efs have been agreat deal of discussion Drss I___ee during the meetjng in
: ) recognitionof thecontributionsof
ontheprogressof the o'cl)mmunlt_y planning process. [twas theRedRibbon Centrein
resolved _thatthep_aper Enha_ncmg the effectiveness of the supporting the national responsesto
community plzinmng processin theHong Kongcontext-a HIV/AIDS. Themeeting also
pro_posed plan"wasa useful sti mulu_s to improvethe process, touched upon possible meansof
\(/jvt?(lal forlr}ersrgbers are open to the precise model to beadoptedin collaborationin thefuture, and the
The above paper can be downloaded from thewebsite of g)lelr? ;/rv:&sgeﬁr:]%%ngoegcli\lalagg on
theAdvisory Council on AIDSa www.aca-hk.com. & on HIV/AIDSin June.
Dr Fox
wason a
brief visitto
attend the
The Coungll
charman meeting, the
(Ieft) community
mekinga forumon
pointin Sunday (26
response August)and
tothe theHong
report KongAIDS
givenby Conference
DrChan 2001.He
KinMan left Hong
(fourth Kongon28
fromleft) August. &
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TAKING STOCK & MOVING AHEAD

The Second Hong Kong AIDS
Conference was held between
27 and 29 August. A
Community Forum was staged
on the preceding day at the
same venue to discuss the
prioritisation of effective
interventions for HIV
prevention and care. The two
events are reported together,
as both help Hong Kong to
take stock of what we have
been doing in the last few
years, and to move ahead
together. - ACA Newsfile
Reporter

THE appearanceof key figures
likethe Director of Health (Dr
Margaret Chan), ACA chairman
(DrHomer Tso), chairman of the
AIDSTrustFund (Dr NK
Leung), MrsBetty Tung, and
heads of AIDSagencies

AlDScouldfeel it. The
ConventionCentrewasfilled
with new faceswho had notbeen
involvedinAlDSbefore 1998
(whenthe ACA review was
conducted and reported). The
community planningprocesshas
beenableto attractthe
participationof vulnerable
communities,generated new
researches, and isitself staffed
by a core team of committed
peoplewho're newto theAIDS
arena.

Theorganisation ofthe
Conferenceby theHong Kong
Council of Social Service bears
witnessto theenhancing role of
ma ngreamcommunity
organisaionsin HIV/AIDS. This
isanencouraging movethough

Theterm"community
planning"isheard in aimog each
andevery sessioninthe
Conference. Therewere
concermnsabout fundingof the
process, discussions onthefuture
model of the process, and
debateson how todeliver the
productsof thepilotcyde.
Concludingfromthese

discussions, thekey

inHong Kongreflects
theimportanceHong
Kong attachestothe
fourdays events. Are
wemoving"Towards
GreaterCommunity
Participation"as
suggested by the theme
of the Conference?
What then are the
main lessonslearned?
Arethereinnovative

messages are:firstly that
itworks, and secondly that
HongKongshouldmove
forward instead of turn
back.

Gapsin capacity

Hong Kongisnotat
the forefront of HIV
research. The
Conference wasnot a
forum to present scientific
discoveries. Ratherithas

ideasfrom theCommunity
Forum? Anything newon
treatment? These were the
revolvingquegionsheard at the
Convention Centre whereover
400 participantscametogether,
energised and determinedto get
thebest out of occasions.

Expanded response

Truly there hasbeenan
expanded regponseinthe last
three years. People working on

therange of services(HTV

preventionand care) currently
delivered by mainstreamNGOsis
stillvery limited.

Positioning community
planning

Desitediscrepancy of
views on the process, no doubt
community planningisnow
assuming acentrd positionin
strategising HIV preventionand
careactivitiesin Hong Kong.

allowed participantsto consider
therelevanceof such discoveries
intheHong K ong context.
There areclearly missng
gapsinlocd research onbadc,
clinical, publichedthand social
scienceson HIV/AIDS. For
example, ourunderstanding of
risk behaviours hascome just
from afew isolated surveys.
Programmeevaduation isyetto
beexplored. Thereare dso gaps

[cont'd overleaf]
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ACA

[cont'd from page 41]

inthecapacity of intervention -
outreachingcommercial sex
workers, harmreduction indrug
users, training of hedth care
workers......If the new decade
of theHIV epidemicisgoingto
bedifferentfromwhat had been
happening inthepast, arewe
prepared?

Noah's Ark
DrHomer Tso, inhis

plenary presentationon27
August, equated HongKong's
AIDSprogrammeto Noah's Ark.
Wedon't knowwhen theflood
(epidemic) iscoming, nordowe
have an agreeddefinition for a
flood. Dr Tso was suggesting
that wemight notevenhavethe
Ark ready. The challenge ahead
is- howto reinvent an Ark with
therightengine (programmewith
sustainablemechanisms) and
Noah(leadership). &

CPA Seminar

THECommittee on Promoting
IA cceptanceopf Peopleliving
with HIV/AIDS (CPA) hosted a
seminar on 27 August, asa
setelliteprogrammein support of
theHongKong AIDS
Conference2001.

Titled "Aspects of
Discrimination:itsmechanisms
land resolution™, the seminar
brought together expertsand

workersfrom variousfidds
who'reconcerned about
discrimination asitrelatesto

HIV/AIDS. There were
thereforethepolitical angle,
psychiatricperspective, social
work context, lega framework
andthepergpectiveof thepeople
livingwithHIV/AIDS.
Unfortunately Mr Greg Gray
could not makeit to theseminar
becauseof anothercommitment.
Hispresentation was however

Speakers at the
CPA seminar (from
left to right): Prof
Sing Lee, Mr Mak
Hoi-wah, Dr Travis
Kong (representing
Mr Greg Gray), Prof
CN Chen (seminar
chairman), Prof
Joyce Ma, Ms Anna
Wu.

read out by arepresentative.
Therewasactive
discussionsfollowingthe
presentations. Theprogramme
wasin factoverrun. The
Secretariatisin the process of
producing theproceedingsboth
for documentingthevery many
ideas generated at the seminar as
well as for the reference of those
who might havemissed the
seminar. Sowatch out! &

Hong Kong AIDS Conference - Community Forum
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