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.Calendar.

XXXVII™ Meeting of the
Advisory Council on AIDS
(ACA)

2:30pm 24 August 2001

VII™ Meeting of the AIDS
Prevention and Care
Committee (APCC)

6pm 26 September 2001

XXIlI® Meeting of the
Scientific Committee on
AIDS (SCA)

2:30pm 27 September 2001

VI™ Meeting of the
Committee on Promoting
Acceptance of People
Living with HIV/AIDS (CPA)
2:30pm 24 October 2001

Meetings

rescheduled

MEMBERS may have noticed
that all committee meetings
planned for July and August
2001 havebeen pogponedto
September. Thisisnot aresult
of the summer hea, assome
may suspect, but rather the staff
movement at the ACA
Secretariat, makingitimpossible
for some eventsto proceed as
scheduled.

The Secretariat
apologizesfor any
inconveniencewhichmighthave
arisen because of the
rexcheduling. &

In this issue, we have
COUNCIL NEWS on page 34,

INTERACTION with the Mainland on page 35,
and

our FOCUS on condom on page 36

From 1996 to 2001

IN November 1996, the Advisory Council on AIDShosted the first
ever Hong Kong AIDS Conference (ACA Newsfilevol 3, no11,
November 1996). Carrying thethemeof "Building New Hope
Together”, the Conferencebrought together some 400 participants
fromvariousdisciplines. The Council subsequently concluded that the
Conference wasagood community forum and shouldpreferably be
held every few years.

Since the1996 conference, HIV/AIDS has taken on adifferent
path in Hong Kong. Antiretroviral thergpy hassncebecomethe
standard of care, improving the quality of life of peopleliving with the
infection. Despitearelatively low prevalence, HIV tranamisson has
continued. The problem indrug usersis now a matter of concern. The
HIV ratein Mainland Chinahasrisen sharply. On the response side,
the Council conducted itsfirst review in 1998 and began anew phase
of strategy developmentwith community planning now in progress.
Ontheother hand, two workshopsontheHIV epidemiology and
surveillance inthe Pearl River DeltaRegion were held (in 1998 and
2000) withthe support of the Council.

Againg thesebackgrounds, a second conferencewould take
place laer this month. (Haveyou regigered??) The second
conferenceis hosted by theHong K ong Council of Social Service
(HKCSS). The Advisory Councilon AlDS seesthe upcoming
conferenceasanotherforumtoenhance community involvement, a
landmark event to allow ustoreflect on our effortscritically, and
perhapsamilestoneto mark the beginning of anew wave of
programmes that can bed suit theneedsof Hong Kong. - the editor

Advisory Council on AIDS website
www.aca-hk.com

Advisory Council on AIDS Secretariat
5/F, Yaumatei Jockey Club Clinic, 145 Battery Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Tel: (852) 2304 6100; Fax: (852) 2337 0897
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CPA Seminar

THE Committee on Promoting A cceptance of Peopleliving with
HIV/AIDS(CPA) ishosting aseminar as asatellite activity of the
coming HongKong AlDSConference. Titled"Aspectsof
Discrimination:itsmechanismsand resolution™ theseminar will be

ubject:

Code of Practice on | ofHongkong

Education Kong
THE Equal Opportunities

Commisson (EOC)hasissued a

Code of Practice on Education HongKong

("theCode") in accordance with
Section 65 of the Disability
DiscriminationOrdinance. The
Code wassubmitted tothe
LegidativeCouncil for vettingin
June2001 andcame into

providedforthefunction.

hdd at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centreon 27
Augug 2001 (beginning 6pm). Thefollowing speakerswill be
presenting their views, each giving a differentperspectiveonthe

- Mr Greg Gray, Asia Pacific Network of PWASs
- Prof JoyceMa, Department of Social Work, Chinese Universty

- Mr Mak Hoi Wah, Senior Lecturer of City University of Hong

-MsAnnaWu, Chairperson of Equal OpportunitiesCommission
- Prof 9ng Lee, Department of Psychiatry, Chinese University of

- Prof CN Chen, Chairman of the CPA
The presentationswill befollowed by an openforum,
moderated by Prof CN Chen. Smultaneous interpetationwill be

Membersand interesed peopleare welcomed to regiser
throughthe ACA Secretaria (Mr John Yip - tel 23046100, fax:

operationonJuly 6,2001. 23370897). R
Memberswould remember

that the Codecovers also people ICAAP

livingwithHIV/AIDS,and has PROFESSOR YL Lauand Dr

thereforebeen discussed at Richard Tanof the Advisory

previousmeetingsof the
Advisory Council onAIDSand
itsCommittee on Promoting
Acceptanceof Peopleliving with
HIV/AIDS. Copies of theCode
arenow availablefrom EOC, and
can also bedownloaded from
their websitewww.eoc.org.hk. &

Council onAlIDS have been
nominated toattend the Vith
International Congresson AIDS
in Ada and the Pacific ICAAP)
between5 and10 Octoberin
Mebourne, Austrdia. Their
participationismadepossible
through the support of the AIDS
TrustFund. R

Building Capacity on Evaluation

THE Council is pleased to note that the Red Ribbon Centreis
organizing aseries of activities tobuild capacity ontheevaduation of
community-based HIV/AIDSprevention activities. Dr Dd e Strratford
of the Centersfor Disease Control and Preventionin Atlantawill be
inHong Kong inthelast week of September. She will be delivering a
trainingworkshop, conductingcase sudiesand would also bevisting
local agenciesworking on HIV prevention. Thisinitiative hascomeas
aresult of the vigt of Dr Homer Tso and Professor CN Chen of the

Advisory Council on AIDSto Atlantaearlier thisyear. (Refer to ACA

Newsfile issueno.88, April 2001)

TheRed Ribbon Centreiscollecting viewson how to makethe

bed out of the September programme. Y ou may wish to contact Dr
Francisco Wongat 23046268 should youhave any commentsor
suggestions &

Publication

for reference

THECouncil Secretariat
received a letter from Dr ASM
Abdullah, Member of the Task
Force on Travellersof the AIDS
Prevention and Care Committee
(APCC), about therecent
publication of an articleon the
HIV situationinHong Kong
Thearticle, titled "Hong
Kong:an epicentreof increasing
risk forHIV tranamission?
overview and reponse”, was
authoredby Dr Abdullah, R
Fidding and AJHedley. It
appeared inthe Spring 2000 issue
of AIDS and Public Policy
Journal. Interested members
may wish tocontact Dr Abdullah
forreprintsor other questions
aboutthearticle. §

[ACA Newsfileishappy to make
announcement on scientific work
published by the Council (and its
committees members) - editor]
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Guangzhou

DR Homer Tso and Professor
MH Ng of the Advisory Council
onAIDSvisited the Antiepidemic
Stationof Guangzhouon5July.
They wereaccompanied by Dr
SSLeeand Dr Francisco Wong
of the Council Secretariat. The
unofficial vistwasafollow-upto
aprojecttoimprovesurveillance
and epidemiology of HIV/AIDS
inthe Pearl River DeltaRegion,
which wasinitiated by the
Department of Microbiology of
the University of Hong Kong and
the AIDSUnit of Department of
Health.

Thegroup met with
expertsfromGuangzhou,
Guangdongprovince,Macao and
also Shenzhen during thehalf-day
vigt. The meeting was hosted by
theGuangzhouAntiepidemic
Station, which washeaded by its
director Dr Yao Jianming. Others
present wereDr Xue Weifeng
and Chen

Hong Kong. Inreviewing the
situations, themain focuswent to
that ininjection drug users There
hasbeenaslight increase inthe
HIV prevalenceand the number
of HIV reportsin drug usersin
Hong Kong (prevalence of upto
1%) and Macao. The HIV rate
indrug usersfromXinjiangis
high (30%insomecases) inthe
citiesin Guangdongwhile that of
local residentshasremained
lower (2-5% in Guangzhou; 1.7%
onaveragein Guangdong;0.5-
0.8%in Shenzhen). Thereisa
broad range of prevalence from
lessthan 1%to over 10%.

Thepracticeof needle-
sharing isamatter of concern.
The Hong Kong group was
impressed by theeffortsmadeby
the Guangzhouauthoritiesin
steppinguppreventionmeasures
aganst HIV/AIDS. While needle
exchangeisbeingconsidered,
condomvendingmachineshave
already beeninstalled outside
underground rail stationsinthe
cty.

It was agreed that
technica exchanges arecrucial
toimproveunderstanding of
peopleworkingonHIV/AIDSIn
theregion. Arrangementsare
underway toinvitethe
participationof Guangzhou's
expertsto theupcoming Hong
Kong AIDSConferencein
Augud. R

Red Ribbon Fellow

DRGAN Zhigaofrom Guangxi
wasoneof theLionsRed Ribbon
Fdlowsin Hong Kong, who
came herefor a shortvisitin July
2001. Hegavea presentation at
the Red RibbonCentreon 26 July
onthe HIV situation and the
responsesinLiuzhou inGuangxi.
Theseminar was participated by
membersof the Council's
committeesand othersinteresed
inHIV/AIDSin Hong Kong.

TheLionsRedRibbon
Fedlowship Schemeisajoint
project of Red Ribbon Centreand
LionsClubs Intemational -
District303 HongKong and
Macau. Each year up tofour
professionalsfromMainland
China are sponsored to cometo
Hong K ong toshare experience
and conduct studieson subjects
of commoninterest. &

Wor k with media

ON 27 July, Dr Homer Tso,
ACA Charman, wasinterviewed
by CableTV on aprogranme
that explored thedynamicsof
cross-border HIV spread
between Hong Kong and the
Mainland. Dr KM Ho, Secretary
ofthe ScientificCommitteeon
AlDSand a dermato-
venereologig, explainedto the
reporters about the STD situation
inHongKong. &

Xiaopeng.Dr
MariaMarcdina | & &
Moraisand Dr
LamChong
fromthe Macao
Hesdlth
Departmentaso
joinedthe
meeting.

The
meeting
discussedabout
the HIV
situationin
Guangdong,
Macao and

W
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Professor MH Ng

. tryingthecondom
vendingmachine
outsideoneof the
Guangzhou
undergroundrailway
systemon5 July

. 2001
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Condom
controversy -
again?

IN mid-July, there were
newspaper reportssuggesting
that condoms wereonly useful
for HIV preventionand notfor
protectingfrom other sexually
transmitted diseases (STD). The
conclusion hascomefrom
‘experts from the United States.
The mediahaveonce again
stirred up thedebate on how
effectivecondomis.

Wha'smoreimportant
forthose of usworking onHIV
preventionistofind out if there
have been newscientific studies
which disapprove of the use of
condomfor STD prevention.
The answer isNO.

Themediawereactudly
commenting on areport of a
consensusmesting heldin the
Statesin June2000 withthe
participation of apand of 28
experts. The meeting examined
scentificevidence on condom
effectivenessfor STD
prevention. The meetingwas
not intended to make public
health policy recommendations
regarding the roles of
condomsin HIV/STD
prevention policy and
programmes.

The Panel concluded that
theeffectivenessof male
condom was strongest for HIV.
Asfor the other infections, there
wereinaufficent studies(and
henceevidence) to supportthe
effectivenessof condom except
for the prevention of gonorrhea
in maes. ThePanel stressed

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics

updated 31 March 2001
HIV (AIDS)
Gender male 1306 (449)
femde 280 (60)
Ethnicity Chinese 1096 (393)
non-Chinese 490 (116)
Transmission heterosexual 898 (328)
homosexud 304 (92)
bisexud 79 (27)
injectingdrug use 39 9
blood/blproducts 68 (29)
perinatal 13 (5)
undetermined 185 (29)
TOTAL 1586 (509)
SOURCE: Special Preventive Programme, Department of Health

that the absence of definitive
conclusions r eflected the
inadequacies of evidence, and
should not be interpreted as
proof of the adequacy or
inadequacy of the condom. The
Report alsohighlighted the
scarcity of scientific studies, part
of thereasonsbeingthedifficulty
of designingethica andobjective
research.

TheReport further
commentedthatintactcondoms
areesentially impermeableto
particleswith thesize of STD
pathogens, andthat eveninthe
event of breakage, leakageor
slippage, condomwouldresultin
greatly reducedexposures.

Itisimportantfor usto
distinguish between two
concepts, efficacy onone hand
and effectivenessonthe other.
Efficacy isthe protectionthe
userswould receiveunder ideal

conditionswhile effectivenessis
that provided under actual
conditionsof use.Whereas
condom asadeviceisprobably
100%efficacious, its
effectivesness likeany
intervention, can never be 100%.
Thedifficultyindesigning and
conductingagoodstudy would,
unfortunately, continuetocloud
theissuesfor sometime.
Thesummary reportwas
prepared by National I nstitute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases,
Nationd
Ingitutesof
Healthandthe
Department of
Hedthand
Human
Servicesof
theUnited
States dated
20July
2001. &
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