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. Cal endar .

XXXVIthMeeting ofthe
Advisory CouncilonAIDS
(ACA)

2:30pm 20 April 2001

Vith Meeting of the AIDS
Preventionand Care
Committee (APCC)
6:00pm 15 March 2001

XXIst Meeting ofthe
ScientificCommitteeon
AIDS (SCA)

2:30pm 8 February 2001

Vth Meeting ofthe
Committee on Promoting
Acceptanceof People
Living with HIV/AIDS
(CPA)

2:30pm 12 April 2001

YFS

DON'T forget the Tenth
Anniversary of the Youth
Action on AIDS Funding
Scheme (YFS), which will
feature a youth forum, a
prize presentation and a
project exhibition to be
held in the Low Block of
City Hall on 3 February

THE 35th meeting of the Advisory Council on AIDS was held
on 19 January. The Council deliberated three major issues -
addressing HIV infection in children, examining public
awareness and the role of the Government, and discussing the
development of strategies for promoting acceptance of
people living with HIV/AIDS.

As afollow-up to the endorsement of the principles
for preventing mother-to-child HIV transmission at the last
Council meeting, members were glad to hear that the
Government had reaffirmed its support of the policy. While a
timetable is yet to be worked out, it was noted that
professional bodies and the public service had already started
to make efforts on the implementation of universal antenatal
HIV testing. At the meeting, Professor YL Lau reminded
members of the social, psychological and family dimensions
of HIV infection in children, despite the small number
reported so far. This has prompted the Council to revisit
some of the previously established guidelines for schools
and social welfare settings in the coming months.

Publicawarenesshasalwaysbeenapopul ar subjectinthe
pressorinthecommunity. TheCouncil examineddatacollectedinthe

lastyearsonthelevel of publicawareness, andal soreviewedtherole
of theGovernment. Themainpointsaresummarized onthefollowing
page(pagesb).

Finally, theCommitteeon Promoting A cceptanceof People
livingwithHIV/AIDS(CPA) reporteditsprogress. Astheyoungest
committee, memberswerepl easedwithitsdynamism. Thedraft
strategiesproposedby thecoreteams(seepage8) werenoted. Inthe
meantimetheCommitteei spursuinganumber of concreteapproaches
toensurethat thepromotion of acceptanceisnotjust atheory, buta
practicecross-cuttingour HIV preventionand careprogrammesin
HongKong.

Thenextmeetingisscheduledfor 20April 2001. Membersare
wel comedtosuggesttopicsfordeliberation. &

The YFS now

2001. operates as a project of the
Task Force of Youth of the
Council's AIDS Prevention
and Care Committee. R
[For Inquiry: Mr SY Mak of Red
RibbonCentre23046268]

Hong Kong
The programmes Virtual AIDS Office
will begin in the morning,
with the ceremony to be
officiated by guests of

honour at 3:30pm.

www.info.gov.hk/aids
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TheGovernmentand AIDS
Awareness

AT the 35th meeting of the Advisory Council on AIDS,
members have had a detailed discussion on AIDS awareness
centering on two questions: (a) Is the current level of public
Hea|th Care reform awar eness acceptable? and (b) What should the
Government's strategy be in future? The discussion has led
THE release of the to a number of consensus viewpoints:
cc_)nsultatlon documept Firstly.itwasresolvedthat theearly effortsof the Government
Lifelong Investment in Health andthecommunity werecommendable. Theseeffortsarebelievedto

has generated trains of debates  haveledtothecurrentscenariocharacterizedby arelatively low HIV
in the community. A question rateinHongKong.

was raised at the recent ACA Secondly.therewasalack of researchand applicabl einstrument
meeting on the subject of toevaluatethelevel of publicawareness, anditscorrelationwith
health care reform, which programmaticefforts.

focused on the document's Thirdly, achangeof publicity strategy iswarranted, whichshould
implications on HIV/AIDS in besupportedby theGovernment, andshoul dtakeintoconsiderationthe
Hong Kong. changinglandscapeof HIV/AIDSlocally,internationallyandthe

interfacewiththeMainland. The"scaretactic" intheearly yaersshould
now bereplacedby strategiesfocusingonpreventionandthepromotion
of acceptanceof peoplelivingwithHIV/AIDS.

Lo Fourthly, sustai ned effortinthepromotion of publicawarenessisa
implication of the Secrletary crucial component of aneffectiveHIV programme.

for Health and Welfare's Finaly,themoral standard attachedtotheissueof AIDScanbe
referral to HIV/AIDS as an disruptiveinthedevel opment of acohesiveapproachincombatingthe
example of "expensive" infectioninthecommunity. Itisapparent that thelaunchingof media
treatment"; and secondly, the campaignsshoul d servetopromoteawarenessaswel | asfosterthe
Department of Health's future  developmentof asupportiveenvironmenttoachievebehavioural
strategy of withdrawing from changes, thehallmark of HIV prevention. &

direct service and therefore

the possible disruption of HIV

and STD preventionandcare  THE Committee on Promoting Acceptance of People living
activities. with HIV/AIDS has resolved to write to the Privacy

~ Basedonthe Commissioner, Ethics Committee of the Hong Kong
discussion, theACA shall be  35,rnalists Association, and the Press Council to reflect its
submitting its views to the concern about the the speculation of an actor's possible HIV
Health and Welfare Bureau status in October 2000. On top on dramatizing the incident,
(HWB) formally before the the newspaper concerned even challenged the actor to go for
end of the consultation period.  p50d donation, amove that runs contrary to the strategy of
_ _ The consultation document 4/ prevention in Hong Kong.
is available from HWB's webpage at CPA is studying cases on aregular basis to consider
www.info.gov.hk/hwb. & incidents of discrimination or non-acceptance. &

AIDS Hotline 2780 2211'“f°ma\ti/o%§w]s3nng
|

Members were
particularly concerned about
two aspects: firsly, the
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‘urveillance

Revi ew ngZOOO

ON 18 January 2001, the
Department of Health

Reported HIV/AIDS Statistics
updated 31 December 2000

released the reported HIV (AIDS)

statistics on HIV/AIDS for

the year of 2000. Gender male 1277 (443)
Onehundredand female 265 (57)

eighty-three cases of HIV

infection were reported last Ethnicity Chinese 1066 (387)

year, bringing the total to non-Chinese 476  (113)

1542. The mae-to-female

retio was 3.2:1. Of the Transmission heterosexual 876 (321)

reported individuals 69% homosexual 298 (92

were ethnic Chinese. Sexual bisexual 78 (26)

transmission remained the
commonest route of HIV

injectingdruguse 32 (8
blood/bl products 68 (19

spread, accounting for 76% perinatal 12 5)
of the reported cases. Of undetermined 178 (29)
note was the report of nine

injecting drug users and two TOTAL 1542 (500)

cases of mother-to-child
infection.

In the same year, 67
AIDS cases were reported,
bringing the cumulative total
to 500. Again, a majority
(87%) were Chinese. The
commonest presenting
illness was Pneumocysitis
carinii pneumonia, followed
by tuberculosis.

Unlike the infectious
disease notification system,

HIV/AIDS Reporting is a
voluntary programme involving
theinput of physiciansand
laboratories. The system is
supplemented by other
surveillance mechanisms
including serosurveillance,
STD surveillance and
behavioural monitoring.
Detailed analysis of the
updated reports will be

published in the coming issue
of Hong Kong STD/AIDS
Update, a joint publication of
AIDS Unit and Social
Hygiene Service of the
Department of Health. The
latest statistics and the
publiciations can also be
viewed at the Virtual AIDS
Office maintained by AIDS
Unit (www.info.gov.hk/aids). &

Ste Vigt

MEMBERS of the
Committee on Promoting
Acceptance of People
living with HIV/AIDS (CPA)
visited the construction site
of the Fanling Health Centre
on 4 January 2001 before
the Committee meeting
scheduled for the same

afternoon.

Thevisit had been
organised to enable members
to haveabetter understanding
of the context of the project.
Over five years ago, residents
in Richlands Garden started a
campaign in protest against a
similar project in Kowloon
Bay. The project - Integrated

Treatment Centre - taking care

of patients with HIV/AIDS,
STD and skin diseases, is now
in normal operation.
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HOW can the acceptance of
people living with HIV/AIDS
(PLHA) be achieved? This
perhapsisthe question
reverberating in the
Committee on Promoting
Acceptance of People living
with HIV/AIDS (CPA) in the
last year.

The work of CPA has
not been easy. Therewasthe
early debate of how
"acceptance” shouldbestbe
defined, and how agroup
could make progress without
first agreeing on a definition.
As aworking definition, the
CPA reckons that acceptance
of PLHA exists if they are

ensidered asordinary
members of the community
who are accorded equality,
compassion and mutual
respect The CPA further
adopts the definition of
discriminationas Ay
measure entailing an arbitrary
distinction among persons
depending on their confirmed
or suspected HIV serostatus
or state of health

In the last meeting of
CPA, the Committee
examined a draft strategy
paper that attempted to put
together the consensus of
four core teams formed last
year to study acceptance from
the four perspectives of
education, legal provision,
care professionals and
involvement of certain
stakeholders. These were
later identified as the avenues
for promoting acceptance.

ACA

On Promoting Acceptance

The Committee had
agreed on three core
principles in the course of
developing strategies for
promoting acceptance of
people with HIV/AIDS in
Hong Kong. These principles
are

Firdly, strategieson
promotingacceptanceare
congruentandcomplementary
withthoseonhumanrights.
Thevery definition of
acceptanceincludesequality
whichisonebasichumanright.
Emphasisonhumanrightsin
turnenhancesacceptanceof
peoplewithHIV/AIDSby
virtueof theirempowerment.

Secondly, non-
discriminationof PLHAis
necessary butnotsufficientfor
acceptance. By thesame
token, effortstothisend should
notbelimitedtoanti-
discrimination. Acceptance
withthepositivequalitiesof
equality,compassionand
mutual respect shall bethe
ultimategod.

Thirdly , acceptanceof
PL HA entail sachangeof
attitude, whichisalongterm
process.All effortson
acceptanceshouldthereforebe
designedwithsustainability as
onepriority. Furthermore,
societal effortsshouldbeof
sufficientbreadthinorderto
bringaboutwhatisessentialy a
changeof cultural valuesand
norms.

So, what next? Sinilar
to the prevention of HIV
infection, the promotion of
acceptance requires a
concerted efforts, the
involvement of multiple

disciplines, and the design of
innovativeapproaches. Turning
theory into practice is a
difficult step. Whilethereareno
readily availableprotocols, the
commitment of CPA members
seemstobeanencouragingsign
for achievingour commongoal of
promotingacceptanceof people
livingwithHIV/AIDSinHong
Kong. &

EDded Rracti ceon
Elcaian

IN January, theEqual
Opportunities Commission
(EOCQC)issuedthe Code of
Practice on Education underthe
Disability Discrimination
Ordinance (DDO) for public
consultation.

The DDO provides
coveragetoguardagainst
discriminationin settings
including notonly employment
butalso education. HIV/AIDS is
one condition protected by the
legislation. The Code elaborated
onthe definition of
discriminationasitrelatesto
education. Itexplainsalsothe
implications asregards access
to education, andintroduces a
setof practical guidelines for
educationestablishments.

The consultation period
would lasttillthe end of March.
Members concerned with the
subject could submittheirviews
to EOC. A series of consultation
meetingswillbeheldin
February and March. Further
informationisavailable from
EOC's website www.eoc.org.hk f
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