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Preface

4.7

The bilingual version first compiled since the turn
of the century of the annual report of the Hong
Kong Advisory on AIDS (ACA) witnessed ACA’s
endeavour to strive for better communication
between ACA and the community. Besides a
documentation of the work of ACA in the year,
this annual report forms part of the continuous
process of strengthening communication among
ACA, government departments and NGOs in
AIDS prevention, care and control in Hong Kong.
The formation of the Community Forum on AIDS
(CFA) in the sixth term of ACA also showed its
vision to enhance communication between ACA
and frontline HIV/AIDS service delivery
organizations and workers.

2007 is a year to be remembered. The publication
of the “Recommended HIV/AIDS Strategies for
Hong Kong 2007-2011” set a new perspective on
the fight against AIDS epidemic in Hong Kong for
the next five years. The rising trend of HIV
infection in men having sex with men (MSM)
community is definitely a cause for concern. A
concerted effort is required to curb the spread of
the disease in this vulnerable community. The
Special Project Fund launched by the Council for
the AIDS Trust Fund in December 2006 has
provided timely and much needed resources to
NGOs to carry out targeted HIV prevention
programmes for MSM. ACA will continue to
advise on the coordination and monitoring of
programme pertinent to the local epidemic.

HIV/AIDS situation is not static in Hong Kong,
and will not be so in the future. Although a low
HIV prevalence is found at present, the scene
could be dynamic and change fast due to internal
and external factors. ACA will continue to play the
role of keeping under review local and
international trends and development relating to
HIV infection and AIDS and advising the
government of the response.

Last but not least, I wish to add a vote of thanks to
the ACA Secretariat for compiling this annual
report.

Prof CHEN Char-nie

Chairman

Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS
June 2007
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1. HIV/AIDS Situation in Hong Kong
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Introduction

HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) is
the cause of AIDS (Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome). Half of the
HIV-infected people will progress to AIDS
in 10 years’ time without treatment.
There are three main routes of HIV
transmission : sexual, blood-borne and
from mother to child. In Hong Kong, the
first HIV cases were reported in 1984. As it
had happened in many other developed
countries, the early part of the HIV
epidemics  witnessed a  significant
proportion of our HIV infections resulting
from blood or blood products transfusion.
The situation later changed to one that
sexual routes, including heterosexual and
homosexual contacts, predominate and
become the commonest route of HIV
transmission. It accounts for 76% of all
reported HIV cases in Hong Kong as at 30
June 2006. Understanding the current
HIV/AIDS situation is therefore crucial in
monitoring and planning of our prevention
and care effort for this infection.

HIV/AIDS surveillance comprises a
framework of systematic and consistent
monitoring of HIV/AIDS situation. It has
the essential components of collection,
collation and analysis of HIV/AIDS data.
The last process of the surveillance
includes the interpretation and
dissemination of HIV/AIDS information.
Timely information derived from this
HIV/AIDS surveillance is of vital
importance to the development of effective
prevention and control programmes.
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HIV/AIDS Surveillance

The Special Preventive Programme of the
Department of Health maintains the
HIV/AIDS surveillance system. It regularly
obtains data concerning HIV/AIDS
through three mechanisms: (1) voluntary
reporting, (2) unlinked anonymous
screening, and (3) seroprevalence
monitoring of selected groups. In addition,
information collected from the Sexually
Transmitted Infections surveillance, HIV
risk behavioural surveillance and other
research studies on HIV virology and
immunology are included to complement
and supplement the system.

The surveillance definition of AIDS for
adults and adolescents was drawn up by the
Scientific Committee on AIDS in 1995.
The most common AIDS defining
condition was  Pneumocystis  carinii
pneumonia followed by Mycobacterium
tuberculosis infection.

Based on the associated HIV risks, target
populations for seroprevalence surveillance
are grouped under 3 categories: (a) general
population; (b) vulnerable communities
with defined behavioural risk; and (c)
setting with undefined HIV risk.

Voluntary Reporting

The voluntary HIV/AIDS reporting system
has been in place since 1984. This is a
non-name based reporting programme.
Laboratories and medical practitioners
submit reports of newly diagnosed HIV
infection and AIDS cases to the
Department of Health, latter through the
special form DH2293.

As at 30 June 2006, 3004 HIV infections
were reported to this system. Among them,
824 had progressed to AIDS. The numbers
of reported HIV infections and AIDS cases
were on a steady rise from the beginning of
the epidemics to 1996. The reported HIV
infections and AIDS cases had reached the
top and become stable at about 200 and 60
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cases per year respectively in the
subsequent years. The leveling off of AIDS
cases may partly be due to the introduction
of  Highly  Antiretroviral = Therapy
(HAART) or commonly known as the
cocktail therapy since the end of 1996.

HIV infection affects more males than
females with the ratio in the region of 4.1 :
1 in June 2006. However, it is notable
that the number of reported infected
females is on the rise over the past decade.

The majority (67.9%) of all our reported
HIV infections in Hong Kong belong to
ethnic Chinese.

Although the number of HIV infections
related to injection drug use remains low at
140 cases (or 4.7%) so far, 84 of them
(60%) were reported in the past 3 years.
The total number of perinatal HIV
transmission cases now stands at 17 as of
June 2006.

Unlinked Anonymous Screening

The Unlinked Anonymous Screening
programme in Hong Kong was started in
November 1990.  The seroprevalence
rates of patients attending tuberculosis
treatment clinics and inmates newly
admitted into correctional institutes were
0.83% and 0.30% respectively in 2005.

Seroprevalence in selected populations

The positive HIV antibody detection rate
was 0.002% from all the blood donations
in 2005 carried out by the Hong Kong Red
Cross Blood Transfusion Service. The
positivity rate among Social Hygiene
Clinic attendees was 0.072% in 2005, a
small decrease from the previous year
(0.105% in 2004).

The implementation of the universal HIV
antibody testing programme began on 1
September 2001 in all antenatal clinics of
the Hospital Authority and Maternal and
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Child Health Clinics of the Department of
Health. In its first year running, a total of
41714 samples were tested with an average
opt-out rate of 3.8% in the public service,
12 pregnant women were found positive
for HIV, indicating a prevalence of 0.03%,
which was slightly smaller than that
projected from the pilot study of Kwong
Wah Hospital.

The numbers of tests and the results in the
subsequent three years areas follows :

No |HIV+| % | Opt-Out
(%)
2003 | 36366 6 10.02 3.1
2004 | 41070 6 10.01 2.1
2005 | 42750 5 10.01 1.9

Universal HIV Antibody (Urine) Testing
Programme in Methadone Clinics

The MUT Programme in Hong Kong was
piloted in 2003 and rolled out to all clinics
in 2004. Out of 8812 samples collected
from the Methadone Clinics in 2004, 18
were tested HIV positive, equivalent to
0.204%

No HIV+ %
2003 1834 9 0.491
(July — Sept)
2004 8812 18 0.204
2005 8707 28 0.322
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Figure 1: Annual Reported HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong
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Figure 2: Ethnicity of reported HIV infection in Hong Kong
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Figure 3: Routes of transmission of HIV infection in Hong Kong
[l 3: 150 5 ORI * L R
1984 — 2005, (N=2825)

No. of Cases {54 B9

350
= Heterosexual {1 {% % £ i#) & Homosexual [fi] 1% 1% i}
300 El Bisexual €54 {4 1 i | Injecting Drug Use 1= 5} 3 rh[l‘ A

u Blood Contact ﬁ T/ ?}J’-ﬁ[l[ 4 Perinatal %/ %! {fl 1§
O

Undetermined ]?r

250

200

150

100

50

1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004

Year & {5}

Figure 4: Sources of referral of HIV infection in Hong Kong
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Figure 5: Primary AIDS-defining Conditions of reported AIDS in Hong Kong
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Figure 6: Reported HIV Infection through Sexual Transmission* by sex in Hong Kong
[ﬁf 6: FK[%EFLZJE" o [fkggg,}*[. Y ’F ;f; A RS :ﬁ
1984 — 2005 (N=2171)
Male to Female Ratio [} & F=fJ|
30

300

350

25

20

15

10

50 6-1
Ot

. 34 38 38 5g 34 28 29 33 40 36 42

0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

No. of Cases {f#% B9

300
200
100 u
1984 (1985 [1986[1987 [1988 [1989 [1990 [1991 [1992(1993 [1994 1995 [1996 [1997[1998 [1999 [2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003|2004 | 2005
o Female ¥ [+ 1 2 1 3 S 110 [ 14 |25 |24 |33 )41 |39 |37 )43 |47 [33]38] 39
@ Male §l{% 2 11 8 |21 [20 |30 )24 | 52 [ 56159 |8 [8 |92 [127] 113 ) 131|105 [ 126]155] 133|138 162
Year = {7}

* Sexual transmission refers to that relating Heterosexual, Homosexual and Bisexual contacts




2. Historical Development of Hong Kong’s
AIDS Programme

(e R L

The development of Hong Kong’s AIDS
programme can be broadly divided into the
following phases :

The Initial
(1984-1986)

Response  Phase

In November 1984, an Expert Committee on
AIDS was set up within the then Medical
and Health Department to discuss and
review the medical aspects of AIDS and to
work out a plan necessary for monitoring
and managing the disease when required.
Subsequently in 1985, a Scientific Working
Group on AIDS (SWG) was formed to
initiate and implement medical, surveillance
and public health activities in Hong Kong.
The key output during this period included:
establishing an AIDS counselling clinic and
a hotline, ensuring supply of safe
heat-treated blood products, safeguarding
blood supply through blood-screening by
the Hong Kong Red Cross Blood
Transfusion Service (HKRCBTS), initiating
an HIV/AIDS surveillance system, and
providing the HIV antibody tests to people
at risk of infection.

Enhanced Public Education Phase
(1987-1989)

Public  education was systematically
introduced in this phase, in line with the
strategy of the World Health Organisation
(WHO). A committee on Education &
Publicity on AIDS (CEPAIDS) and a
publicity working group were formed by the
then Medical and Health Department to
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initiate, implement and co-ordinate publicity
and educational programmes. These were
put forth through the support of various
government departments as well as
community organisations. Media publicity
was launched, with Announcements in the
Public Interest (APIs) on television and
radio, produced by the Information Services
Department to arouse public awareness.

The AIDS Counselling and Health
Education Service of the then Medical &
Health Department was expanded to
become an operational arm of the committee
to organise activities targeting various
community groups.

Consolidation Phase (1990 -1993)

A central advisory body, the Hong Kong
Advisory Council on AIDS (ACA), was
established in March 1990 with membership
appointed by the governor. The ACA was
charged with recommending AIDS strategy
and streamlining the operations of Hong
Kong’s AIDS prevention, care and control
programmes. Community participation was
encouraged and AIDS NGOs were formed
during this period. The AIDS Concern and
the AIDS Foundation were formed
respectively in 1990 and 1991 both to
provide community education as well as
counselling and support service to people
living with HIV/AIDS.

In early 1993, the AIDS Trust Fund was set
up by the Government to provide ex-gratia
payment to HIV-infected haemophiliacs and
transfusion recipients, following the public
outcry in response to the rejection of an
HIV-infected haemophilia boy from school.
The same fund also financed education and
AIDS care projects in Hong Kong.

On the other hand, the HIV/AIDS
surveillance system was strengthened
through the conduction of epidemiological
serosurveillance, e.g. unlinked anonymous
screening (UAS). The original counselling
service evolved to become the AIDS Unit
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of the Department of Health.

Wider Community
Participation Phase (1994-1997)

In 1994, the ACA published its first official
strategy document titled Strategies for
AIDS Prevention, Care & Control in Hong
Kong, which formed the blueprint for
policy formulation in the Government as
well as community organisations.

There was wider community participation
within this period and various new
organisations were founded, including
Action for REACH OUT, Society for AIDS
Care, AIDS Memorial Quilt Project, HIV
Information & Drop-In Centre of the St
John’s Cathedral, and the Teen AIDS.
AIDS NGOs had contributed significantly
under funding support from the AIDS Trust
Fund. At the same time, more traditional
organisations also incorporated AIDS in its
conventional activities through new
initiatives, for example, the Community
Charter on AIDS by the Lions Club
International District 303 Hong Kong and
Macao.

During this period, education programmes
on awareness and prevention were
expanded with the participation of more
NGOs and the re-organised CEPAIDS.

Expanded Phase

(1998-2001)

Response

A fundamental review, including an internal
assessment and an external review, was
conducted in 1998. The results and
recommendations were submitted to the
ACA in July 1998. Based on findings of the
Review, the ACA formulated its medium
term strategy through the publication of
AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong 1999-2001
in the same year. To tie in with the
strategies formulated, a total of ten targets,
ranging from early targets, through-period
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targets, and end-of-period targets were set
up for implementation in the years
1999-2001. The key foci of these

strategies were :

(a) Focus on Prevention

Special emphasis was placed on the
vulnerable  groups  with  risk-taking
behaviour. It involved the
community’s participation in prevention and
care activities of HIV/AIDS and the
promotion of acceptance to people living
with HIV/AIDS.

(b) Ensuring Quality Care
Attentions were drawn to supporting quality

treatment, meeting the needs of people with
HIV/AIDS, and promoting HIV testing.

(c) Strengthening Partnership

The strategies featured the setting of a
common programme direction, expanding
responses through Community Planning,
conducting evaluations to check the
progress, and strengthening surveillance to
monitor the HIV situation.

Current AIDS Programme
(Extracted from Chapter 5 of the
Recommended HIV/AIDS

Strategies for 2002-2006)

Hong Kong has, over the years, established
a network of organisations and a collection
of activities devoted to HIV/AIDS
prevention, care and control. The term
Programme denotes this unique set of
collaborative efforts.

Hong Kong’s HIV/AIDS Programme is
executed by a variety of agencies. Within the
Government, the Department of Health’s
Special Preventive Programme is the
designated unit working on AIDS. The
Government-appointed Advisory Council on
AIDS provides policy advice on all aspects
of the infection. A number of AIDS NGOs
specialise in community-based activities.
The efforts of these organisations are

@ FEZED B

FIHISEELE ey 1 B pA G RE
ﬁ%ﬁﬁw?gﬁb%% SRR
Lo B E  T }Mﬁiﬁﬂrﬁ g
AR U -

b)) HZWFZETF

z[gl R R L 2 gk
HEESS /Z’Lﬁ’f‘ \:&?EJ% L 1)

RLERRE TR (B

© T
I.F[._U]:LIFI‘J THS E[J}‘% —\L_il\[ U—{J

fil ~ i TPE}‘-E T *&['fgﬂ“@'
éﬁﬁwmﬂ_@’[b@%mﬁgb

fie Et&)ﬁﬁpéﬁ%ﬂ (RS
W?@%m%_oo—*—
*EF>> ASGE(D)

@) M_’"*

O

3 i~ ‘;’iﬂ - I[—ilt{&ﬁg I FILJf,’ﬁ
3@'”ﬁ@W AT
EIE “/ ”&’T’“: Jﬁﬁﬁiﬁgﬁj . ifj‘

PR R wﬁg *thj
EIUE['T f E“*fﬁﬁhw o TIPS
Fl%j\ FIY%IHI_EWJE‘{‘ U?ﬁiﬁ J#ﬁm‘&
T [LEfUFl b oo [J;TV(T [—FU&
@Erﬁ o R Jff B i
E TEIﬂFT" «]3;—#40 p[‘t&?“‘}#dﬁgﬁ_j@:l
A E Hﬂgfiﬁﬁ+E%t§7thﬁ: B ,xﬂ@
=] ]%Lsr!iﬁ];p%ﬁq i ;» “ﬁﬁvﬁg
LA 2 8 R £ - gl

13



complemented by other Government
services, public bodies, mainstream NGOs
and the academia. AIDS NGOs in Hong
Kong include: Hong Kong AIDS
Foundation, AIDS Concern, Society for
AIDS Care, Teen AIDS, St John’s Cathedral
HIV Education Centre, Action for Reach
Out, Hong Kong Council of Social Service —
AIDS Project.

HIV/AIDS  Surveillance is a regular
programme of the Department of Health. A
quarterly report (published in Hong Kong
STD/AIDS Update) has been produced since
1995. HIV/AIDS surveillance is now
composed of four inter-relating systems (i)
voluntary reporting, (ii) seroprevalence
studies, (iii) behavioural surveillance, and
(iv) STI surveillance. An annual report of
the four systems has been produced since
late 2000. The joint efforts of the
Department of Health and the University of
Hong Kong between 1994 and 1998
concluded a pilot behavioural surveillance
project, which produced its final report in
2000. Another project to explore the HIV
situations in the Pearl River Delta Region
ended in 2001. An investigation of the HIV
subtypes was initiated in 2000, with the
preliminary reports presented in the First
China AIDS and STI Conference in Beijing
in 2001.

The Government’s HIV prevention and
education activities are implemented by both
designated AIDS services and other
departments/units. The Red Ribbon Centre
is the resource centre that houses the
Department of Health’s HIV Prevention and
Health Promotion Team. The Centre
organises three major categories of
activities — communication and information
projects to promote awareness and
acceptance, targeted prevention, and
capacity building. It was designated an
UNAIDS Collaborating Centre in late 1998,
and has since been a focal point in rendering
technical support to HIV activities in
Mainland China and the region. The
Department’s Social Hygiene Service and
Methadone Clinics are the outlets for STI
treatment and harm reduction respectively.
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The Hong Kong Red Cross Blood
Transfusion Service is on the forefront in
safeguarding blood supply.

On the community level, the Coalition of
AIDS Service Organisations has set up the
first Community Planning Committee which
led to a set of prioritised activities in 2001.
AIDS NGOs have continued to consolidate
their expertise in HIV prevention and care.
AIDS Concern has become a pioneer in the
development of HIV prevention activities in
men having sex with men (MSM), travellers
and commercial sex workers (CSW), the
latter in conjunction with the Action for
Reach Out, an NGO working with CSWs.
Teen AIDS focused on HIV awareness and
sex education in young people. The Society
for AIDS Care started a series of training
activities in support of the universal
antenatal HIV testing programme. The St.
John’s Cathedral HIV Education Centre has
been focusing on HIV awareness and
prevention in women. The AIDS Project of
the Hong Kong Council of Social Service
(HKCSS) provides a linkage between AIDS
organisations and mainstream NGOs. The
HKCSS successfully organised the Hong
Kong AIDS Conference 2001 in August
2001. The Hong Kong AIDS Foundation has
been focusing on collaboration with the
Mainland in the past few years.(Note 1)

HIV testing, diagnosis and care constitute
another broad category of programme on
AIDS. The Department of Health’s Virus
Unit is the largest diagnostic laboratory on
HIV, supporting the testing services
organised by the Special Preventive
Programme, Hospital Authority and the
Hong Kong AIDS Foundation. The advent
of highly active antiretroviral treatment
(HAART) has caused significant changes to
HIV treatment and care programmes around
the world. It was estimated that in 2002 the
active caseload of HIV/AIDS patients in the
public service was 900. A majority of
these patients are under the care of the
Integrated Treatment Centre of the
Department of Health and the Special
Medical Service of the Hospital Authority’s
Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
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The Government has been funding a
majority of activities in Hong Kong’s
HIV/AIDS Programme. While government
agencies and public bodies are funded
through their regular established mechanism,
the AIDS Trust Fund has continued to be a
unique source of financial support for
community-based HIV activities. About 20
organisations were supported each year to
implement a broad range of projects. A
total of over HK$60M has been disbursed to
support more than 300 projects in the eight
years since the Council for The AIDS Trust
Fund was established.(Note 2)

Relationship with the Mainland and
the International Community

The relationship of ACA with the Mainland
AIDS workers has become more intimate
since 1997. There are various means of
collaborating with Mainland China on the
prevention and control of HIV/AIDS. These
include:

(1) participation in  World  Health
Organisation (WHO) or other United

Nation (UN) supported activities,
including  consultancies on the
Mainland;

(2) participation in conferences and
meetings;

(3) joint education/training activities; and

(4) reciprocal visits of government
officials and non-governmental
organisations personnel.

Although direct participation of international
agencies in Hong Kong’s AIDS programme
has yet to be seen, interaction with the
international community are witnessed in the
following areas :

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

epidemiological surveillance,
information sharing,

acquisition of technical advice, and
co-ordination with other countries.
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made
Visits,

through
training,

Such  networking is
participation in meetings,
seminars and conferences.

The Red Ribbon Centre, which partners with
the ACA in Hong Kong’s AIDS
programmes, has become a UNAIDS (Joint
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS)
Collaborating Centre for Technical Support.
Since December 1998, the relationship
between the ACA and the UNAIDS has thus
been tied together and strengthened.

The UNAIDS Collaborating Centre has 4
roles to play (a) clearinghouse, (b)
networking (c) technical development, and
(d) collaboration.

Note 1 : The Hong Kong AIDS Foundation has been
receiving funding from the AIDS Trust Fund for
implementation of projects on HIV prevention and
care and support in Hong Kong with youths, the
general public, vulnerable groups such as MSM,
cross-border travelers, drug users and sex workers
and their clients and people living with HIV/AIDS as
targets.

Note 2 : Up to December 2005, 581 projects were

approved with a total fund amounting to
HK$259.743M.
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3. Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS

S
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Introduction

The Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS
(ACA) was formed in 1990 With a tenure
of office for three years, it has just entered
into the first year of its sixth term (1 August
2005 to 31 July 2008). The membership of
the sixth term is shown in Appendix A.

With the primary objective of promoting
community  participation, the ACA
comprises members drawn from all sectors
of the community including community
leaders and professionals. The terms of
reference of the ACA in the current term
are :

(a) to keep under review local and
international trends and development
relating to HIV infection and AIDS;

(b) to advise Government on policy
relating to the prevention, care and
control of HIV infection and AIDS in
Hong Kong; and

(¢c) to advise on the co-ordination and
monitoring of programmes on the
prevention of HIV infection and the
provision of services to people with
HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong.

A two-tier system of interaction was adopted
in the sixth term. After integrating the
function of coordinating agencies working
on HIV prevention and care and promoting
acceptance of people living with HIV/AIDS,
a new committee named the Community
Forum on AIDS (CFA) was formed.

A total of four ACA meetings were held
during the reporting period as follows :

1. (52nd meeting) 7 October 2005
2. (53r meeting) 6 January 2006
3. (54" meeting) 7 April 2006

4. (55" meeting) 7 July 2006
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The issues and papers examined and
reviewed by the ACA in the period covered
by this report can be seen in Appendix C.

AIDS Policy

The ACA has managed to keep abreast of all
the latest developments in the local public
health infrastructive and the AIDS epidemic
trend in Hong Kong. To cope with the
changing circumstances, the ACA is
constantly reviewing and adjusting its AIDS
strategies. The ACA has published three
policy documents so far. In July 1994, the
ACA published its first policy document
with the title “Strategies for AIDS
Prevention, Care and Control in Hong
Kong”. 1t had since become the blueprint
of Hong Kong’s AIDS strategies. In 1998, a
comprehensive review on Hong Kong’s
AIDS situation and programmes was
conducted. On the basis of the principles of
the 1994 Strategies and the
recommendations made through the Internal
Assessment and in the External Consultancy
Report, the AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong
1999-2001 was adopted by ACA as its
official recommendations from 1999 to
2001. A new set of strategies, however, was

put in place to replace the earlier
recommendations. The new strategy
document was known as Recommended

HIV/AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong-2002
t0 2006.

The “Recommended HIV/AIDS Strategies
for Hong Kong 2002 to 2006 will soon go
down in history and the ACA is pressing to
give a fresh impetus for a new strategy
document to consolidate the previous
achievements and to set out new guiding
principles to keep HIV/AIDS issues in
perspective for the next five years.

To this end, an external consultancy on the
estimation and projection of HIV/AIDS in
Hong Kong was conducted in 2006 to
evaluate HIV/AIDS situating in Hong Kong
to lay the groundwork for formulating new
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HIV/AIDS strategies for the next five year.

Building Community Relationship

The Chairman and the members of the ACA,
in addition to their regular contact with the
community, initiated visits and meetings
with government and non-governmental
organizations, as well as people living with
HIV/AIDS (PLA) to develop a closer link
with the community with a view to sharing
experience and exchanging views on matters
of common concern and improving liaison
and understanding with PLA and non-AIDS
organizations.

On his appointment as the ACA Chairman,
Prof CN CHEN also took the opportunity to
visit AIDS specific NGOs in early August
2005. The purpose of the visit was to
allow the Chairman to listen to their views
and expectations of ACA in the new term.
During the informal visits, there was a
dialogue between the ACA Chairman and
AIDS NGOs on the new ACA
organizational structure and a few key
issues such as rehabilitation and care
services to AIDS patients and problems
associated with the current delivery of AIDS
services.

A reception gathering was held on the
afternoon of 27 August 2005 (Saturday) at
Red Ribbon Centre to let the new ACA
Chairman meet with ACA members, old
and new. The Secretariat also took the
opportunity to present the lastest
developments in HIV/AIDS to all ACA
members and deliver the relevant ACA
publications to them at the gathering.

National and International

Networking

The ACA Chairman attended the Third
Conference on HIV/AIDS International
Cooperation Projects in China held from 3
to 4 September 2005 at Kunming, Yunna.
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The Conference was organized by the
National Center for AIDS/STI Control and
Prevention of the Chinese Center for
Diseases Control and Prevention. The
theme of the Conference focused on the
sharing of experiences by government and
non-government agencies in HIV/AIDS
projects in China.

Headed by the Minister of Health, a
delegation consisting of other seven officials
from the Ministry of Health Malaysia and
UNICEF Malaysia paid a study visit to
Hong Kong on HIV surveillance and harm
reduction on 15 to 17 December 2005. The
ACA Chairman and the Convener of the
Community Forum on AIDS, together with
Prof YL LAU, Chairman of the Scientific
Committee on AIDS and STI met and
discussed with the delegates the role and
operation of the Hong Kong Advisory
Council on AIDS in Hong Kong. The
meeting focused on the relationship between
the ACA as the main advisory body and the
Government in formulating and executing
HIV related policies in Hong Kong.

A delegation from the Chinese Ministry of
Health and the Chinese Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention visited Hong Kong
to look at the HIV programmes from 12 to
13 January 2006. It was organized by the
China AIDS Roadmap Tactical Support
Projects (CHARTS) office under the State
Council AIDS Working Committee Office.
The ACA Chairman and Dr. PY Leung,
Controller, Centre for Health Protection
joined the lunch meeting with the delegates.
They had an in-depth discussion on AIDS
strategies in Hong Kong and the roles of
ACA in the response to HIV/AIDS. There
was a fruitful exchange of information on
HIV/AIDS related issues common both to
Hong Kong and the Mainland.

The ACA Chairman was invited to attend
the Harm Reduction Seminar from 17 to 20
April 2006 in Taoyuan, Taiwan. The
theme of the seminar was harm reduction in
HIV prevention and the programme for the
seminar included visits to Taoyuan County
Government Health Bureau, hospitals with
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HIV treatment for patients and drug
rehabilitation centers.  He delivered a
speech on the topic of HIV/AIDS situation
and strategies for Hong Kong.

ACA Newsfile and Other Periodical
Publications

The ACA Newsfile is a monthly publication
of the ACA. It keeps ACA members
posted of the epidemiological trend of
HIV/AIDS and the development of the local
programmes with features of HIV/AIDS
related news and activities. First published
in January 1994, 151 issues were published
until July 2006.

Other publications distributed together with
the ACA Newsfile include : (a) Hong Kong
STD/AIDS Update - a quarterly surveillance
report published by the Surveillance Office
of Special Preventive Programme (SPP) and
the Social Hygiene Service of the
Department of Health that covers
epidemiological information on STD and
HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong; (b) Red Ribbon
Bulletin - a half-yearly publication of the
Integrated Treatment Centre of SPP for
people living with HIV/AIDS; (c) a
four-monthly Newsletter - AIDS Newsletter
prepared by the Red Ribbon Centre for
youth, students and the community groups
interested in any aspect of HIV prevention
and care; (d) The Node - a four-monthly
publication of the UNAIDS Collaborating
Centre for Technical Support which covers
activities of the Centre, news and
information of regional interest; (e)
Networking  Voice, a  four-monthly
publication targeting youth  workers,
students and youth; issued by the Red
Ribbon Centre and (f) Project Mini -
Mini-posters publicising AIDS information
on a quarterly interval by the AIDS Unit of
the Department of Health.
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ACA Website

The Virtual AIDS Office of Hong Kong is
the joint Internet HomePage of the ACA and
the AIDS Unit. It covers Hong Kong's
AIDS programme in four dimensions -
prevention, clinical service, surveillance,
and policy development. It allows updating
of information on ACA as well as

HIV/AIDS development in a more
integrated approach. The set-up of the
ACA in its sixth term including

composition, membership and terms of
reference has been updated. In addition,
all major publications under the ACA have
been stored electronically under the ACA
Document Cabinet for easy reference.
Readers can now visit the “Virtual AIDS
Office” more conveniently by clicking
http://www.info.gov.hk/aids, or the ACA’s own
Homepage http://www.aca-hk.com .

Honours in 2005-2006

Congratulations are also extended to Prof
FOK Tai-fai on his appointment as Justices
of the Peace with effect from 1 July 2006.
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4. Community Forum on AIDS

BRI - B S

Introduction

The Community Forum on AIDS (CFA) was
formed in the sixth term of the ACA in
October, 2005. It has replaced two
previous committees namely: the AIDS
Prevention and Care Committee (APCC),
which was established under the ACA in
1999 for enhancing the quality of HIV
prevention and care activities in Hong Kong
and the Committee on Promoting
Acceptance of People Living with
HIV/AIDS (CPA), which was formed in
1999 for coordinating and recommending
strategies for promoting acceptance of
people living with HIV/AIDS.

The main objectives of the CFA is to provide
a platform whereby the views and expertise
of organizations and individuals involved in
HIV/AIDS advocacy, education and services
can be directly shared and collected, to
support policy formulation at the ACA level.

The CFA has the following terms of
reference :

(a) enhance communication between the
Council and frontline HIV/AIDS
service delivery organizations and
workers;

(b) examine needs and identify gaps in the
community;

(c) recommend measures conducive to
promoting acceptance of people living
with HIV/AIDS; and

(d) provide a platform for collaboration in
combating HIV/AIDS epidemic.
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Membership

The membership of the CFA is shown in
Appendix B .

The CFA comprises members drawn from 5
different  areas including  agencies
specialising in HIV prevention and care;
mainstream NGOs whose profile of
activities that could incorporate HIV/AIDS;
representatives of vulnerable communities to
HIV/AIDS; individuals with expertise in
related fields, and ACA members.

The CFA met three times during the
reporting period as follows :

1. (lst meeting) 6 December 2005

2. (2Il meeting) 28 March 2006

3. (3" meeting) 26 June 2006

The issues and papers examined and

reviewed by the CFA in the period covered
by this report can be seen in Appendix D.
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A Chronicle of the First Year Events
S 31— & AR

Date Event

[l gifF

27.8.2005 Welcome Reception of the 6™ Term of ACA
YA R R BT R R

7.10.2005 The 52™ ACA Meeting

%TFHJEHBE)_‘IE' <{ = _iﬁn%

11-16/10.2005

ACA Chairman attended “Xian- Health Forum for Chinese Community”
organized by CDC China

ﬁ%jﬁgﬂgmt; Fﬁjé[pﬁ“[@;I)j@ﬁ;gﬁﬂﬂﬁw“[ug\gﬁm I’?[;j/ N I@a’éj

e

21.10.2005

ACA Chairman attended “HIV Concent 10th Anniversary” organized by
St. John Cathedral

E{IFL H}_f L[IJF« S N = s W ARFSH 1 R T

EP'ETJ

25.11.2005

ACA Chairman attended “Radio interview on AIDS Feature request ™
organized by RTHK

el ﬁLﬂ = ’FJH '.’FJ F[?%Fﬁ 1 BB “Radio interview on AIDS Feature
request ”

27.11.2005

CFA Chairperson on behalf of ACA Chairman attended “H!=" 1/

R4 ”

o organized by Teen AIDS
TR R LS [ s S
%ﬁu P Mﬁlﬁjpﬁ 2005- %J Qe ?ﬂ)ﬁf IiHF‘ |

27.11.2005

ACA Chairman attended “Humanity and HIV/AIDS Launching
ceremony ( World AIDS Day 2005)” organized by Hong Kong Red
Cross

g[ p.%’a ’ﬁ = ﬁ%%ﬁu "HE f“iﬁﬁlzoos(@ gt
LB AT R

1.12.2005

ACA Chairman attended “%* .V %} Emﬁﬁ (World AIDS Day 2005)”
organized by Teen AIDS

mﬁﬁ 3:]' J/EF M,ff’]éT RIESSE S =: AN A e WEU%E&%’? 05, ¥&
,4 a‘*g 2 A, ;,
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Date Event

b HifF

3.12.2005 ACA Chairman attended “AIDS Concern 15th Anniversary Charity Gala
(World AIDS Day 2005)” organized by AIDS Concern
I Hﬂ b= T"J L Ef&‘[%g‘ﬁéﬁﬁﬁlﬁ“AlDS Concern 15th Anniversary
Charity Gala (World AIDS Day 2005)”

6.12.2005 The 1st CFA Meeting
???‘;"QVFJT+E& ‘FIJ{'EI 2= ﬁF{ Pk

15.12.2005 ACA Chairman meeting the Malaysian delegation.
RS2 Ayt B P A

6.1.2006 The 53" ACA Meeting
BT =

19.2.2006 ACA Chairman attended “CHP Symposium — Updates on TB, STI and
HIV” organized by CHP/DH
%lfﬁ b= JH'I’FJ ferh S et [PHFEH - R B r’ﬁﬁﬁé]‘ﬁ - ?ﬁﬁﬂf()ﬁ NES
i VT

26.3.2006 ACA Chairman attended “AIDS Festival 2006” organized by St. John
Cathedral
I O E’ PR i TS Y - AREHI T 2006
s * N4 éT"‘ AR ﬁ?{

28.3.2006 The 2" CFA Meeting
BB it 5) R

7.4.2006 The 54" ACA Meeting

@Fﬁj EaT —{ I:Mj» ﬂﬁ =

17-21/4.2006

ACA Chairman attended “Harm Reduction of Taiwan (Z; FE#IEL:BWF *ITFJI
51€7)” in Taiwan
= 1 2 R )i

20.4.2006 ACA & SCAS Joint Meeting with Dr. Tim Brown
BN LAAIZ U 0 PRSP 1 7 28 AR 722 Dr Tim
Brown [V ifﬁ“ e

21.5.2006

ACA Chairman attended “Z[" Watoto ;1 F[P’EE[J‘ “Y [PB IR @‘?{ "‘m

— AW IE” organized by Teen AIDS
%FF;FJ e rﬁ FFJ D Mfﬁ S RBHIOT I Watoto [33 rlpﬁ
o =) LV B S — e i
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Date Event
EHA Hif
25.5.2006 ACA Chairman attended “Interview with Ming Pao Reporter” organized
by Ming Pao
7] ﬁLﬂ S ’FJLL [ 'I’FJ PEE AR B “Interview with Ming Pao Reporter”iﬁ i
23.6.2006 ACA Chairman attended “Open Ceremony for New Wing of
RRC”organized by RRC
B2 R 0 TR ST R
26.6.2006 The 3" CFA Meeting
EPR L B = R
7.7.2006 The 55™ ACA Meeting

@F’Lﬂ b Ejkjfn «{ Bt = ﬁ;,f ﬁ%fi
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6. A Gallery
(7

\ITt

Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS’s Welcome Reception on 27 August 2005
SV BRI 4 2005 7 8] 27F 19 ORI
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The First Meeting of Community Forum on AIDS at Southern Centre on 6 December 2005
BV TR I 7 20055 12F] 6 itk SR 1S HR S BT TR

ACA Chairman attended Health Forum for Chinese Community at Xian on 21 October 2005
@FHJEH}} ,ﬁ’ILL[ ';’_ﬁ"ﬁi?*[:j/%[’:f@ * ]'@g‘lj gﬁ%

ACA Chairman and CFA Convener meeting the Malaysian delegation on 15 December 2005
RIS 17, 0 5 G o 7B S 7120055 12 15 12 B < i P sk BN o
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ACA Chairman attended “AIDS Festival 2006” on 26 March 2006
’@ﬁﬂ = ,E"?%K EJH ',’ﬁ‘,ii?‘20063‘ 3E[26F TR R JﬁlE 12006”

Half-day workshop —Integrated analysis to improve response to HIV epidemic at Public Health
Laboratory Centre on 20 April 2006

I 0 L 2 A TR T [

baiancing HIV-F
- A = = =

Doilic
i L1

.Special Preventive Programme,
.Centre for Health Protection,
Department of Health

'Tm"’April, 2006

Open Lecture- Balancing HIV Prevention and Care a policy level perspective at Public Health
Laboratory Centre on 20 April 2006

T4 T 2 R G R B Y 2
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ACA Meeting at DH Hedquarters

T SR T R O B

T TS

PARTNERSHIP IN HEALTH

7

ACA and SCAS Joint Meeting with Dr Tim Brown at DH Headheaders on 20 April 2006
B PR o IR 5P E @ 7 2 ORI 5 20 Dr Tim Brown Y%, 773
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: ﬁﬂﬁl]l“ﬂiﬁhlumlﬁﬂ)ﬁ lm
the New Wing of Red Ribbon Centre - /
for Technical Sunport
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Appendix A: ACA Membership List
I ¢ 7 VR BT S £ 8

Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS (ACA)
(Sixth- Term' August 2005-July 2008)

T B
(37+ Fﬁ 2005¢F8FJ Z2008F 7%])

Chairman: = ’F"J :
Prof CHEN Char-nie, JP [FIES o el
Vice-Chairman: Fﬂ:i ’F* :
Department of Health : o
Dr LAM Ping-yan, JP PRl R & A2 i
Members : TEN:
Prof CHAN Wing-tai, JP @;J\:? Fop T G
Ms CHAN Yu l@;@—ﬁ@ .
Prof CHEUNG Mui-ching, Fanny, JP IR PG TN A
Dr CHU Chung-man, Ferrick FHIY fﬁ‘lj

(from December 2005) (F120055 12F] &)
Ms CHU Kam-ying, Elsie ;}: éﬁ [
Dr FAN Yun-sun, Susan NS %i
Prof FOK Tai-fai, JP &G RN A
Mr KO Chun-wa, MH P A
Mr William KO, MH R ROt
Prof LAM Tai-hing, JP A B S
Dr LEE Man-po e
Prof MAK Ping-see, Diana KRk
Mr PANG Shing-fook yjRitE

TR A

Lt Col TSANG Hing-man, Alfred ﬁF (LA A

Prof WONG Lung-tak, Patrick, JP
Miss YAU Ho-chun, Nora, MH, JP

BT A
A R N [
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Education and ManpowerBureau :

Dr CHAN Ka-ki

Health, Welfare & Food Bureau :

Miss Susie HO, JP

Hospital Authority :

Dr LAI Fook-ming, Lawrence, JP

Social Welfare Department :

Miss CHAN Chiu-ling, Ophelia, BBS
(up to January 2006)

Mr SIT Tung
(from January 2006)

Secretary:

Department of Health :

Dr WONG Ka-hing

Council Secretariat:

Department of Health :
Mr WONG Man-kong
Ms WONG Yim-ping

Ms TANG Yuk-lan
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Appendix B: CFA Membership List

68 ¢ © BUR B RES F1 I

Community Forum on AIDS(CFA)
(Sixth-Term: August 2005-July 2008)

PR Bk i
(574 gh 2005@ 8F]=2008=F 75])
Convener: %1% o
Dr FAN Yun-sun, Susan PR s
Members: FTEI:
Ms CHAN Suk-yan [ e
Mr CHAN Wai-leung, Charlie g it LA
Ms CHAN Yu e
Ms CHING Tsui-wan, Atty REEZE sl
Ms CHOI Siu-fong, Esther ZpA A
Ms CHU Kam-ying, Elsie 7_F %' v
Rev CHU Yiu-ming + PPV
Ms CHUNG Wai- yee, Rita EETpE A
Ms Elijah FUNG IGpde A
Dr HO Chi-on, Billy [ %—Mﬁj
Ms HO Pik-yuk, Shara Fa=%d
Mr KO Chun-wa, MH PR At
Mr LEE King-fai FRipEL
Mrs LEUNG LUI Mo-ching, Nancy 'y ff AR
. (up to July 2006) (F2006F 7))
Ms YIM Kit-sum, Kendy Bz L
(from Aug 20006) (12006 85| &

Ms LI Kai-kuen ;
Ms LIU Yun-fung, May —;?ﬁﬁ v

: eV
Prof MAK Ping-see, Diana E
Mr TAM Wai-to {8k
Mr TO Chung-chi feb ok Fﬁ[ ok
Dr WAN Wai-yee 5125
Mr William KO, MH ﬁ"] B et
Mr WON Mau-cheong T FE EX:
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Dr WONG Sing-wing, Dennis
Miss WONG Wai-kwan, Loretta

Mr YAU Chung-wan

Miss YAU Ho-chun, Nora, MH, JP

Ms YAU Yuk-lan

Miss YU Po-yin, Maggie

Ms YUEN How-sin

Secretaries:

Department of Health :

Dr MAK Wai-lai, Darwin

Mr WONG Man-kong
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Appendix C: Lists of ACA Meeting Agenda
IHSAT) ¢ BT BT by A

Agenda for the 52nd Meeting of
the Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS

Date: 7 October 2005 (Friday)
Time: 2:30 pm
Venue: Conference Room, Department of Health, 21/F, Wu Chung House,
213 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong
Agenda
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the 51st Meeting
2. Matters Arising
3. Proposed Schema of Operation for the Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS for
2005-2008
(ACA Paper 1/2005-2008)

4. Homosexuality Laws and HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong
(ACA Paper 2/2005-2008)

5. Drawing Up of Next HIV/AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong 2007-2011
(ACA Paper 3/2005-2008)

6. Any other business

7. Date of next meeting
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Agenda for the 53rd Meeting of
the Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS

Date: 6 January 2006 (Friday)
Time: 2:30 pm
Venue: Conference Room, Department of Health, 21/F, Wu Chung House,

213 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong
Agenda
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the 52nd meeting
2. Matters Arising

3. Public Health Update on Rising HIV Situation in MSM Community
(ACA Paper 4/2005-2008)

4. Review on “Recommended HIV/AIDS Strategies for Hong Kong 2002-2006
(ACA Paper 5/2005-2008)

5. An Update on Mainland and International Development in HIV/AIDS Strategy and
Response
(ACA Paper 6/2005-2008)

6. Opinion Survey on AIDS Programme and 2002-2006 Strategies in Hong Kong
(ACA Paper 7/2005-2008)

7. Report of Community Forum on AIDS

8. Any Other Business
Media Coverage of HIV-infected Vietnamese Lady in Local Court
(ACA Paper 8/2005-2008)

9. Date of Next Meeting
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Agenda for the S4th Meeting of
the Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS

Date: 7 April 2006 (Friday)

Time:  2:30 pm

Venue:  Conference Room, Department of Health, 21/F, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen's
Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Agenda

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the 53rd meeting

2. Matters Arising

3. Community Assessment and Evaluation Reports
(ACA Paper 9/2005-2008)

(a) Commercial sex workers and clients
(b) Injecting drug users

(c) Women and children

(d) People living with HIV/AIDS

(e) Cross-border travellers

(f) Men having sex with men

(g) Youth

4. Estimation and Projection of HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong
(ACA Paper 10/2005-2008)

5. Preliminary Findings of Questionnaire Survey on AIDS Programme and AIDS
Strategies 2002-2006
(ACA Paper 11/2005-2008)

6. Report of Community Forum on AIDS

7. Any Other Business

8. Date of Next Meeting
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Agenda for the 55™ Meeting of
the Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS

Date: 7 July 2006 (Friday)
Time: 2:30 pm

Venue: Conference Room, Department of Health, 21/F, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen's
Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Agenda
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the 54™ Meeting
2. Matters Arising
3. HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong 2006 - Living on the Edge
- Consultancy Report by Dr. Tim Brown
(ACA Paper 12/2005-2008)

4. Community Assessment and Evaluation Reports
(ACA Paper 13/2005-2008)

(a) Cross-border travellers
(b) Men having sex with men
(¢) Youth
5. UNAIDS Core Indicators for Monitoring Hong Kong’s AIDS Programme
- 2005 Interim Report
(ACA Paper 14/2005-2008)
6. Report of Community Forum on AIDS
7. Any Other Business

8. Date of Next Meeting
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Appendix D : Lists of CFA Meeting Agenda
IR E VR i R

Agenda for the First Meeting of the
Community Forum on AIDS (CFA)

Date: 6 December 2005 (Tuesday)
Time: 2:30 pm
Venue: Board Room

Family Planning Association of Hong Kong
10/F Southorn Centre,

130 Hennessy Road

Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Agenda

1  Welcome and Introduction by the Convener

2 Proposed Schema of Operation for the Community Forum on AIDS
(CFA Paper 1/2005-2008)

3 Community Assessment and Evaluation for Preparing Hong Kong AIDS
Strategies 2007-2011
(CFA Paper 2/2005-2008)

4  Public Health Update on HIV Situation in MSM Community
(CFA Paper 3/2005-2008)

5 Any Other Business

6  Date of Next Meeting
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Agenda for the Second Meeting of the
Community Forum on AIDS (CFA)

Date: 28 March 2006 (Tuesday)

Time: 2:30 pm

Venue: Board Room
Family Planning Association of Hong Kong
10/F Southorn Centre,
130 Hennessy Road

Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Agenda

1. Confirmation of the Notes of the Last (1*) Meeting
2. Matters Arising

3. Report of Community Assessment and Evaluation for Preparing Hong Kong AIDS
Strategies 2007-2011
(CFA Paper 4/2005-2008)

(a) Commercial sex workers and clients
(b) Injecting drug users

(c) Women and children

(d) People living with HIV/AIDS

(¢) Men having sex with men

() Youth

(g) Cross-border travellers

4. Any Other Business

5. Date of Next Meeting
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Agenda for the Third Meeting of the
Community Forum on AIDS (CFA)

Date: 26 June 2006 (Monday)
Time: 2:30 pm
Venue: Board Room

Family Planning Association of Hong Kong
10/F Southorn Centre,

130 Hennessy Road

Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Agenda

1. Confirmation of the Notes of the Last (2" ) Meeting
2. Matters Arising
3. Report of Community Assessment and Evaluation for Preparing Hong Kong AIDS
Strategies 2007-2011
(CFA Paper 5/2005-2008)
(a) Men having sex with men
(b) Youth
(¢) Cross-border travellers
4. A Summary of the External Consultancy Report on Estimation and Projection of
HIV/AIDS in Hong Kong
(CFA Paper 6/2005-2008)
5. Any Other Business

6. Date of Next Meeting
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ACA Secretariat
EFE} Y‘A’:!)F EFIFF n}ﬂj' R

Address Pyh~ :  Department of Health

5/F, Yaumatei Jockey Club Clinic
145 Battery Street
Yaumatei, Kowloon, Hong Kong
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Tel &5, i . (852) 2304 6100
Fax ﬁlgT : (852)2337 0897
E-mail FHZF : aca@dh.gov.hk
ACA Website : www.aca-hk.com
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